Security Council maintains 
Libya ^sanctions 

■ s 

UNITED NATIONS (AFP) — The U.N. Security 
Council on Friday decided to maintain six-year-old 
sanctions against Libya at its regular four-monthly 
review, U.S. Ambassador Bill Richardson announced. 
"The sanctions are extended,’' Mr. Richardson said 
after a closed-door meeting of the U.N. Security 
Council. Libya has been under a UN. arms and air 
embargo since 1992 for refusing to hand over two sus- 
pects wanted in connection with the 19S8 bombing of 
a Pan Am jetliner over Lockerbie. Scotland, which 
killed a total 270 people. 
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Israeli troops kill Palestinian 
in Gaza Strip 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli soldiers shot and killed a 
Palestinian man early Friday in the southern Gaza Strip 
near the Egyptian border, Israeli Radio reported. Israeli 
military sources said an army patrol opened tire when it 
came across a group of four or five Palestinians walking 
near the border in the middle of the night One of the 
Palestinians was mortally wounded and died shortly after- 
wards in an Israeli hospital and the others fled, the radio 
said. The soldiers claimed that one of the Palestinians was 
armed and pointed the weapon at the army patrol, but the 
sources were unable to say if any weapon was recovered. 
The military sources said the wounded man was unarmed 
when picked up and transferred to hospital by the army 
patrol. The army was still investigating if the Palestinians 
were smugglers or members of an anti-Israel group. 
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King, Qaboos discuss unifying 
Arab position on peace process 


Ritter’s team carries out ‘surprise’ 
inspections with Iraqi cooperation 



His Majesty King Hussein and Sultan Qaboos of Oman upon His Majesty's arrival in 
Muscat on Thursday (Petra photo) 


MUSCAT (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein held 
talks with Sultan Qaboos 
Ben Sa'id of Oman on bilat- 
eral ties and ways to bolster 
inter-Arab solidarity and 
unify Arab countries 1 posi- 
tions on the peace process. 

The two leaders demanded 
the implementation of the 
Palestinian-Israeli accords 
and pledged continued sup- 
port for the Palestinian peo- 
ple to regain their full tights 
and establish their indepen- 
dent state on their national 
soil. 

The two leaders reviewed 
the recent U-N.-Iraqi accord, 
expressed their satisfaction 
with the agreement and 
stressed the need for its 
implementation so as to open 
the way for direct dialogue . 
that would pave the ground 
for lifting sanctions imposed 
on Iraq. 

However, AFP repotted 
that the U.S. said Thursday it 
had considered the King's 
appeal for direct dialogue 
with Iraq, but there are no 
plans to change their current 
diplomatic standing with Iraq 
at this time. 

“We respectfully consid- 
ered the King’s views, but I 
am not aware of any plans to 
change the status of our 
diplomatic relations or, that 


is, the lack of diplomatic rela- 
tions, with Iraq,” White 
House spokesman Michael 
McCuny said. 

King Hussein plans to dis- 
cuss bis proposal with U.S. 
President Bill Clinton in a 
meeting expected to take 
place late March. 

The meeting on Thursday 


was attended by the Jordan- 
ian delegation accompanying 
the King. They include HRH 
Prince Abdullah, Prime Min- 
ister Abdul Salam Majali, 
Royal Court Chief Fayez 
Tarawneh, HRH Prince Talal 
Ben Mohammad, head of the 
National Security Council, 
HRH Prince Ghazi Ben 


Mohammad, the King's cul- 
tural secretary, King Hus- 
sein’s adviser Salab Abu Zeid 
and Jordan's ambassador to 
Oman, Nabil Barto. 

The King went to O man 
from the United Arab Emi- 
rates where be held talks with 
its president. Sheikh Zayed 
Ben Sultan A1 Nahayan. 


Lebanese child, militiamen 


injured in south Lebanon 

9 

RASHAYA (AFP) -—A four- 


y ear-old Lebanese boy and 
two members of the Israeli- 
allied South Lebanon Army 
(SLA) were wounded Biday 
during bombardments in the 
Israeli-occupied bonier zone in 
south Lebanon. 

The child, i dentifie d as Atef 
Ahmad AJ Assad, received 
light wounds when glass shat- 
tered in his home in the village 
of Masbghara in the Syrian- 
controlled western Bekaa \fol- 
ley of southeastern Lebanon, 
the police said. He was taken to 
a clinic in the area for treat- 
ment 

The Israeli molar shelling 
also damaged three houses, an 
empty school bus and a civilian 
car in Masbghara. 

The bombardment ramp 
after guerrillas of the HizboDah 
attacked six SLA positions on 
die edge of the occupied zone. 

Two SLA militiam en were 
also wounded Bi day when 
Hizbollah guerrillas shelled 
SLA positions around the 
Christian enclave of Jezzin, the 
SLA-run \bice of the "South 


radio station said, without indi- 
cating exactly where the casu- 
alties occmred. 


crossing points linking the 
occupied zone with the rest of 
Lebanon. 

A spokesman for tb£ Hizbol- 
lah. which conducts most of 
(he anti-Israeli attacks in south 
Lebanon, said in Beirut that the 
guerrillas used weapons of all 
calibres against SLA positions 
in Jezzin. 

The Voice of the South also 
confirmed that an SLA 
armoured personnel carrier 
was damaged by the explosion 
of a landmine in Haddatha at 
the edge of the border area, 
without inflicting casualties. 

However; security sources 
said the vehicle, an M-113, 
was partially destroyed by the 
explosion erf a remotely con- 
trolled explosive charge. 

The attack was claimed in a 
s tatemen t from the Islamic 
Resistance, Hizboflah’s mili- 


tary wing. 

Israeli aircra f t also launched 
air raids on Hizbollah positions 
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."Tike, the II til tins year into 
Lebanon, and said it inflicted 
casualties among the guerrilla 
group's ranks. 

“Fighter-bombas fired six 
air-to-ground missiles cm hills 
south of the western Bekaa 
Valley,” he said. 

Israeli artiHeiy and the SLA 
responded by attacking ravines 
sheltering the guerrillas, 
Lebanese police sakL 

The SLA. created and 
financed by IsraeL controls 
Jezzin and its environs, while 
the Israeli army is deployed 
along a wide border zone to 


rilnyi 


rinxy from attack. 

Since the beginning of the 
year, two SLA militiamen 
were killed and nine others 
-wounded by Hizbollah attacks. 


An SLA source had previ- 
ously said that most of the 
Hizbollah fire was aimed at 
Bater-Jezzin, one of the five 


Jerusalem said, adding that the 
aircraft returned safely after 
hitting their taigets. 

A Hizbollah spokesman in 
Beirut confirmed the Israeli air 


Israelis want greater diplomatic 
effort on Lebanon pullout — poll 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Most 
Israelis want the government 
to step up diplomatic efforts to 
obtain the withdrawal of 
Israeli troops from south 
Lebanon, but a large majority 
oppose a unilatera l pullout, 
according to opinion polls 
published on Friday. 

A survey published in the 
Yediot Ahronot newspaper 
found that 63 per cent erf those 
queried felt that the govern- 
ment of Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu was 
doing ‘‘nothing" or ‘‘not 
enough” to get Israeli troops 
out of Lebanon. 

A second poll in the rival 


Maariv 


found that 


newspaper 
73 per cent of Israelis opposed 
a unilateral decision to with- 
draw without security agree' 
meats with Lebanon and 


Syria. 

Only 22 per cent supported 
an unconditional pulkxtt from 
die buffer zone Israel occupies 
in sxith Lebanon. 


Tie surveys were conducted 
after Mn Netanyahu 
announced eariy this week that 

Israel was writing to imple- 
ment a 20-year-old UN. reso- 
lution c alling for a withdrawal 
from Lebanon cm condition 
dtat Beirut protect Israel’s 
northern border from attack by 
Palestinian and Islamist guer- 
rillas. 

Me Netanyahu's initiative 
was prompted by rising Israeli 
casualties in Lebanon which 
have sparked growing calls for 
a unilateral withdrawal Israel 
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c invaded Lebanon in 1978 


and pulled bade ro its self- 
dedaied “security zone” in 
1985. 


Fast Israeli policy on 
Le ba non lintord a withdrawal 
to security agreements with 
both Lebanon said Syria, 
winch has some 30,000 troops 
in Lebanon and is viewed as 
the only powct capable of 
reining in anti-Ianeli guerril- 
las. 


Mr. Netanyahu and his 
defence minister. Yitzhak 

Mondechai. were discussing 

the new ideas on Lebanon dur- 
ing separate visits to Europe 
which began Thursday. 

Ml Mordechai was dis- 
cussing the proposal with offi- 
cials in Frai^ seen as the key 
address for any dealings with 
Beirut due to its close tradi- 
tional ties to Lebanon. 

Many Israeli analysts and 
some members of govanment 
have criticised the notion tint a 
pullout deal could be worked 
out with Lebanon alone. 

Infrastructure Minister Arid 
Sharon, a hardline former 
defence minister who ordered 
Israeli troops into Lebanon in 
1982, complained that Mr. 
Netanyahu was promoting his 
initiative before it had even 
been discussed in the cabinet 
Israeli officials said the cabi- 
net would discuss the issue 
after' Ml Netanyahu’s return 
onSundav. 
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Syria hands 

over more 

Lebanese 

prisoners 

ANJAR (AFP) — Syria 
handed over some 20 
Lebanese prisoners to the 
authorities here Friday, a 
day after it turned over 
around 100 others who 
had been detained in 
Syria since the 1975-1990 
civil war, witnesses said. 

The prisoners were 
taken from the border 
checkpoint at Masnaa to 
Syrian intelligence head- 
quarters in Anjar in the 
Syrian-controlled Bekaa 
Valley in Lebanon where 
they were delivered to 
Lebanese military police. 

Lebanese officials had 
announced Wednesday 
that about 130 Lebanese 
nationals would be 

released wi thin 48 hours. 

Some 25 other 

Lebanese who were tried 
and found guilty of spy- 
ing for Israel will remain 
in prison in Syria, gov- 
ernment officials said ear- 
lier. 

The transfers were 
announced following a 

telephone conversation 
between Lebanese Presi- 
dent Elias Hrawi and his 
Syrian counterpart. Hafez 
Al Assad. 

Before the Lebanese 

military frees the 
detainees, they are 
expected to appear in 
court to ensure that they 
are not wanted for 

offences in Lebanon, a 
judicial source said. 

Human rights groups 
such as Amnesty Interna- 
tional and the Internation- 
al Federation of Human 
Rights Leagues have. been 
demanding the release of 
Lebanese nationals they 
said were arbitrarily 
imprisoned in Syria. 

Amnesty estimates the 
number at 200. 

Syria is the dominant 
force in Lebanon and has 
35,000 troops stationed 
on three-quarters of 
Lebanese territory. 


Indian diplomat named U.N. special representative 


Combined agency 

UN. WEAPONS inspector 
Scon Ritter earned out a series 
of “surprise” inspections on 
Friday and received full coop- 
eration from Iraq, the official 
Iraqi news agency INA said. 

‘The inspection team carried 
out their usual activities with- 
out h inrfr a nra* and with the total 

cooperation of the Iraqi side," 
INA said. 

The agency said Team 227” 
— the group led by former 
U.S. marine Ritter — carried 


out ‘‘surprise inspections at sev- 
eral sites” accompanied by 
Iraqi minders. 

Mr. Rimer’s team returned to 
its Baghdad headquarters at 
around 6.45 pun. after nearly 
10 hours of work, witnesses 
said 

The team returned in a con- 
voy of 15 vehicles and an 
inspection lorry, and team 
members ignored questions 
about the nature of their work. 

UN. chief Kofi Annan on 
Thursday named a senior Indi- 
an diplomat as his special rep- 
resentative in Baghdad, ignor- 
ing reservations expressed by 
Washingto n. 

In a letter to the UN. Securi- 
ty Council Ml Annan 
explained that he had derided 

to name a special representative 
in the lig ht of The difficulties in 
the relations between Iraq and 
the United Nations.” 

The delicate mission of for- 
mer UN. Ambassador Prakash 
Shah would serve “to help avert 
the development of such diffi- 
culties into fully-fledged crises 
threatening to undermine inter- 
national peace and security' in 
the area.” Mr. Annan said. 

Ml Shah, 58, is to serve in 
Baghdad for an initial period of 
six months, and is expected to 
take up the post by the end of 
March. He wes eut!S.:’tirv hrv 
Thursday with Security Coun- 
cil members after meeting with 
Ml Annan on Wednesday. 

Ml Annan announced on 


returning from Baghdad on 
Feh 24 after si gnin g an aaree- 
meat with Iraq providing for 
unfettered UN. weapons 
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to 


inspections that he pla 
name a special representative in 
Iraq. 

He told the UN. Security 
Council that the UN. S pedal 
Commission i UNSCOM j 

responsible for Iraqi disarma- 
ment needed more "political 


supervision.'’ 

Ml Shah will also be directly 


in touch with Ml Annan on the 
implementation of the oil-for- 
fbod humanitarian agreement 
with Iraq. 

Ml Annan said that Ml Shah 


would ‘lend his support to 
existing United Nations activi- 
ties in the arms control human- 
itarian and economic and social 
fields.” 


He would give “special atten- 
tion to any crisis or problem 


which might benefit from inter- 
vention by United Nations 
headquarters.” 

Mr. Shah retired to New 
Delhi last August after a two- 
year posting as UN. ambas- 
sador. 


Before joining the diplomatic 
service. Mr. Shah handled 
India's external relations on oil 
and petrochemicals as petrole- 
um ministrv director from 1975 


to 1977. 

Mr. Shah stood up to criti- 
cism from the United States in 
September 1996 when India, 
Bhutan and Libya were the 
only stales in the UN. General 
Assenibly to vote against the 
Comprehensive Test Ban 
Treaty banning undeiground 
nuclear explosions. 

The treat)' was adopted with 
158 nations voting in favour. 


UNSCOM Chairman 
Richard Butler, who was then 
Australian ambassador, was 


responsible for bringing the 
treaty to the United Nations for 
adoption after India blocked the 


consensus that would have 


adopted the treaty in Geneva. 

The United States expressed 
reservations about picking an 
Indian diplomat because of that 
country’s historically close 
links to Baghdad, and had 
expressed support for Argen- 
tine diplomat Emilio Cardenas 
instead, diplomats said. 


“India has not been known 
for its complaints about Iraq" 
one diplomat commented 
Thursday, suggesting that New 
Delhi (fid not have a neutral 
role in the UN.-lraq crisis. 

Also Thursday, Kir. Annan 
discussed procedures for 
inspecting eight so-called pres- 
idential sites in Iraq with Mr. 
Butler and the Sri Lankan 
expert who is to be in charge of 
a new “special group." 

The head of the diplomatic 
arm of the U.N. weapons 
'TSprc^oi: h: ’ q vi 

Lankan diplomat Jayantha 
Dhanapala, leaves Monday foe 
Baghdad a UN. spokesman 
said Friday. 

“He wifi trawl to Baghdad 
on Monday evening to prepare 
the ground for the activities of 
the special group,” said 
spokesman Fred Eckhard 

Mr. Annan named Dhana- 


pala on Feb. 26 to head a spe- 
cial panel that will inspect pres- 
idential palaces in Iraq as part 
of an agreement heading off a 
U.S. military anack on Iraq. 

His panel will work with the 
U.N. Special Commission to 
inspect eight sites that Iraq has 
been particularly reluctant to 
open up. It is required to do so 
under agreements ending the 
1991 Gulf war. 

Detailed procedures for the 
inspections wifi be “finalised" 
and presented to the council on 
Monday, said Mr. Eckhard. 

Mr. .Annan has forwarded 
seven pages of guidelines on 
the presidential site inspections 
to the UN. Security CounciL 



American Scott Ritter opens the door to his jeep on Friday 
morning (AP photo) 

Annan fully aware on Ritter mission 

UNITED NATIONS ( AFPl — The United Nations on Friday 
denied that UN. chief Kofi Annan was not forewarned about the 
latest Iraqi mission of UN. weapons inspection team leader 
Scott Ritter. UN. spokesman Fred Eckhard told AFP that “the 
secretary general and Butler consulted fully” about the inspec- 
tion mission of Mr. Ritter, a former U.S. marine vilified by Iraq 
as a U.S. spy. The Arabic daily Al Hayai reported Friday that 
UN. Special Commission chief Richard Butler had not 
informed Mr. Annan in advance about the mission led by Mr. 
Ritter, who is attempting to track down concealed Iraqi weapons 
of mass destruction. Mr. Eckhard said thai Mr. Annan and Mr. 
Butler had "consulted fully over a period of time of mere than 
one day,” including over lunch on Wednesday. 


However, ac<A-.~IL n e to diplo- 
mats familiar with die new pro- 
cedures, Mr. Annan did not 
stipulate the number of diplo- 
matic observers who are to 
accompany the UNSCOM 
inspectors on the presidential 
site inspections. 

He also did not recommend 
specific nationalities, nor stale 
the cities that the diplomats 
would be drawn from. UN. 
officials said the new teams’ 
composition was still being 
worked out on Thursday. 

Meanwhile. Moscow has 
asked Mr. .Annan to appoint a 
Russian disarmament expert as 
a deputy to chief weapons 
inspector Richard Butler, UN. 
officials said on Thursday. 

The request, which came in a 
letter from Moscow’s UN. 
Ambassador Sergei Lavrov, 
would put Russia in a key posi- 
tion to determine whether Iraq 
is still hiding weapons of mass 
destruction. 

Ml .Annan passed on the Let- 
ter, which arrived on Wednes- 
day, to Mr. Butler, the Aus- 


.-r c 'iravtr 'hairirap. of 
the UN. Special Commission 
(UNSCOM) in charge of 
scrapping Iraq’s ballistic, 
chemical and biological 
weapons. UNSCOM staff 
refused to comment 

Mr. Lavrov, according to 
UN. officials, asked Mr. Annan 
to expand the top level of 
UNSCOM and name a second 
deputy to Mr. Butler. His cur- 
rent sole deputy is Charles 
Duelfer of the U.S. 

Diplomats said Russia felt 
left out of UNSCOMs political 
decision-making executive 
group. Two Russians are 
among the up experts in 
UNSCOMs units analysing 
chemical and ballistic 
weapons. 

At the request of France. Mr. 
Butler recently appointed Eric 
Fournier, a disarmament offi- 
cial in its foreign ministry, to his 
executive offices which include 
tf" variety of nationalities. The 
British national in the group is 
John Scott. UNSOOM's legal 
advisor. 


Cook pledges to help restart Mideast peace 


LONDON (AFP) — British Foreign 
Secretary Robin Cook announced in 
a speech late Thursday an intensive 
European effort to stimulate progress 
in die stalled Middle East peace 
process. 

Britain, current holder of the rotat- 
ing European Union presidency, 
believed firmly that the process set 
out in the Oslo agreements held the 
best prospects for a solution. Mr. 
Cook said, but he warned that “it will 
not work if either side tries to unpick 
the bits of the agreement they do not 
like." 

Mr. Cook, who leaves next week 
for a Middle East tour, said there 
were key ways in which Europe can 
help get the peace process back on 
track. 

“First, we can set out the immediate 
political decisions that are needed to 
unblock the peace process. Second 
we can continue vital practical work 


to give the process momentum. And 
third, we can give the process a help- 
fill nudge in the right direction by 
increased diplomatic commitment." 
Mr. Cook spelled out the steps Lon- 
don believed must be taken **to get 
the process back on track and restore 
trust between the parties.” 

“The Israelis must make substan- 
tial, credible and urgent further rede- 
ployments” of troops in the West 
Bank, coupled with a commitment by 
the Palestinians to a 100 per cent 
effort on security, he said. 

In addition, he called for a halt to 
all expansion of Jewish settlements, 
the opening of the Gaza airport, Gaza 
industrial estate and southern free 
passage, and an agreement to begin 
work on the seaport. 

Talks on the final status of the 
Palestinian territories should begin as 
soon as there is progress in these 
areas. Mr. Cook said. ' 


. Noting that the EU was the main 
supplier of financial aid to the region, 
with loans and grants totalling 
S1.S48 billion since 1993. he added: 
“We want to play a fuller role in the 
talks on these vital economic issues" 

Mr. Cook said British Prime Minis- 
ter Tony Blair had launched the Euro- 
pean effort by writing to Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu. Palestinian President 
Yasser ArafaL and U.S. President Bill 
Clinton. T 

Mr. Blair would also be visiting the 
Middle East soon, he added. 

Mr. Netanyahu said in Spain earlier 
Thursday that Europe, with its long 
experience in the Middle East, can 
help revive the peace process. 

“Europe can do three things: assist 
the Palestinians economically." boost 
the multilateral negotiating track and 
engage in the permanent status nego- 
tiations. he said. 
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Israel’s Barak in trouble over ‘terrorist’ remark 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israel's 

opposition leader Ehud 
Barak faced a flood of crit- 
icism on Friday over 
remarks seized on by his 
rivals as seeming to legit- 
imise Palestinian violence. 

Mr. Barak, elected 
Labour Party leader only 
last year and relatively new 
to politics, talked himself 
into trouble on Thursday 
night when asked on a tele- 
vision chat show what be 
would have done with his 
life had he been bom a 
Palestinian. 

"If I was at the right age. 
at some stage I would have 
entered one of the terror 


organisations and have 
fought from there, and later 
certainly have tried to influ- 
ence from within the politi- 
cal system.” he replied. 

Though Mr. Barak called 
the question unfair, his 
reply was front-page news 
in Israel on Friday along 
with bitter condemnation 
from Labour's enemies in 
the ruling right-wing Likud 
and other political parties. 

“If this is so then Barak 
gives legitimacy to Pales- 
tinians to kill Jews,” Agri- 
culture Minister Rafael 
Eitan told the Yediot 
Ahronot newspaper. 

Former Likud Prime Min- 


ister Yitzhak Shamir, leader 
of the pre-state Lehi under- 
ground movement that 
fought British rule in Pales- 
tine] told Israel Radio Mr. 
Barak's statement was 
"propaganda to join a ter- 
rorist organisation.” 

Mr. Barak took to Israel's 
air waves early on Friday to 
try to contain the fallout. 

He told Channel Two 
television that the 
Netanyahu government's 
failure to advance peace- 
making with the Palestini- 
ans was bolstering “terror- 
ist organisations” rather 
than “my remarks in a per- 
sonal interview .** 


Some commentators said 
Mr. Barak's initial remarks 
were especially unfortunate 
on a day Israel announced 
the arrest of five suspected 
members of the Islamist 
group Hamas in connection 
with two suicide bombings 
in Jerusalem last year. 

Others said the remark 
would raise even more 
doubts about Mr. Barak’s 
political savvy. 

Mr. Barak, a former army 
chief of staff and Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu’s likely chal- 
lenger at the next general 
election, has been in poli- 
tics less than three years. 


Maori v quoted an 
unnamed Labour official as 
saying Mr. Barak's remarks 
were “frank but not too 
smart-” 

Defending himself, Mr. 
Barak told Israel Radio 
there was a huge difference 
between the Palestinian 
struggle and the struggle of 
Jews in Palestine waged 50 
years ago to create a state. 

“Along with this... if a 
person with the nature and 

genes of Yitzhak Shamir 
had been bom in Acre to a 
Palestinian mother. J have 
no doubt that he wouldn't 
have sold bottles of pop in a 
grocery store,” he said. 


Turkish army warns against concessions to Islamists 


ANKARA ( AFP) — Turkey's 
powerful pro-secular army 
has criticised Prime Minister 
Mesut Yilmaz for lifting a ban 
on Islamic headscarves in reli- 
gious schools and warned the 
government against making 
concessions to the Islamists, a 
newspaper reported Friday. 

"They [the Islamists] are 
testing the determination of 
the Turkish state. If conces- 
sions are made, they will only 
think drat they are gaining 
ground," the Istanbul daily 
Yeni Yuzyfl quoted a senior 
military official as saying. 

‘The headscarf issue should 
also be considered in this 
respect There should be no 
compromise,” the official 
said, in apparent criticism of 
Mr. Yilmaz 's recent move to 
allow female students to wear 
Islamic headscarves. 

Secular Education Minister 
Hikmer Ulugbay in February 
banned the Islamic headscarf 


in state-run religious high 
schools. But alter public 
protests by Islamist groups 
throughout Turkey, Mr. YU- 
maz last Monday abolished 
Mr. Ulugbay’s decree. 

Conservative Mr. Yilmaz's 
move also followed a split in 
his three-party coalition gov- 
ernment between right- 
wingers in his Motherland 
Party and the nationalist 
Democratic Left Party, to 
which Mr. Ulugbay belongs. 

The government “should 
not behave in a way just to 
look sympathetic to radical 
voters," the military official 
told the newspaper, adding: 
“Such an attitude has danger- 
ously hurt the secular regime 
in the past” 

The army generals last year 
played a vital role in forcing 
the Islamist- led government 
of then Premier Necmetnn 
Erbakan to resign. Mr. 
Erbakan was replaced by Mr. 


Yilmaz last June. 

A Constitutional Court 

order dissolving Mr. 
Erbakan's pro- Islamic Wel- 
fare Party took effect on Feb. 
22 and the ex-premier lost his 
parliamentary seat and was 
barred from politics for five 
years. 

But following the closing 
down of Welfare, the largest 
party in parliament, on 
charges drat it had under- 
mined toe secular regime, toe 
party's MPs regrouped under 
a newly-fonned Islam-based 
entity, the Vim© Party. 

On Thursday, toe renewed 
Islamist movement once 
againt became toe largest 
group with 140 deputies in the 
550-seat parliament and 
immediately launched its first 
major political campaign, 
seeking Mr. Ulugbay 's ouster. 

In a joint appeal, four right- 
wing opposition parties, led 
by Virtue, called for a vote of 


no-confidence in the educa- 
tion minister, accusing him of 
violating religious freedoms. 

Parliament is expected to 
hold a vote next week on 
whether to include the issue in 
its urgent agenda. 

Mr. Yilmaz's government is 
a minority coalition and des- 
perately needs toe backing of 
a left-wing party generally 
supporting ft from outside. 

Political analysts said Mr 
Ulugbay 's fate and tire coali- 
tion's future would depend on 
whether right-wing deputies 
in Motherland would support 
toe censure motion. 

Mr. Erbakan, who became 
the country's first Islamist 
prime minister in s umme r 
1996, stepped down last June 
following strong pressure by 
the powerful pro-secular 
army, which was angered by 
what it saw as creeping 
Islamisation during Welfare's 
rule. 


EU official regrets Turkish- Cypriot 
refusal to take part in EU accession talks 


NICOSIA (AFP) — The 
European Union's external 
affairs commissioner, Hans 
Van den Broek, said Friday he 
regretted the Turkish-Cypriot 
refusal to take part in Cyprus's 
upcoming membership talks 
with the European Union. 

‘The Turkish Cypriots are 
asked to accept that a com- 
mon future is better than one 
in isolation,” he said. 

The EU accession talks are 
scheduled to begin at the end 
of March, despite protests 
from Turkey and toe Turkish- 
Cypriot authorities on the 
north of the divided island. 

“We hope jy die lime ft*, 
negotiations start, right signals 


have reached the north and 
Ankara” Me Van den Broek 
told a news conference in 
Nicosia, adding that. the acces- 
sion talks would nevertheless 
continue. 

The European Union has 
made it clear that it wants 
Turkish-Cypriot participation 
in the membership talks. 

However, Turkey and Turk- 
ish-Cypriot leader Rauf Ctenk- 
tash are staunchly opposed to 
Cyprus's admission into the 
EU before a political solution 
to end the island's 24-year 
division or before Ankara 
itself joins the bloc. 

Mr, Denktasb ha* refused lo 
meet Mr. Van den Broek dur- 


ing his trip. 

Mr. Van den Broek said 
leaders of the internationally 
recognised republic of Cyprus 
are expected to give the EU an 
“interesting” offer March 15 
on Turkish-Cypriot participa- 
tion in the negotiations. 

‘The government here is 
very much dedicated to seri- 
ously considering how Turk- 
ish-Cypriot interests can be 
respected in negotiations and 
that attitude encourages us,” 
he said. 

The EU commissioner, who 
arrived in Cyprus Wednesday 
night, has held talks with 
KtUuerh GiaL.cs 
Clerides, Foreign Minister 


Y iarmalris Cassoulides and 
former President George Vas- 
siliou, who is in charge of the 
EU accession negotiations: 
He is scheduled' to" leave 
Cyprus later Friday. U.N. spes 
cial envoy Diego Cordovez is 
due here March 16 for talks on 
settling the island’s division, 
while Mr. Clerides is due to 
meet British Prime Minister 
Tony Blair next Thursday. 

Cyprus has been divided 
since Turkey invaded the 
north in 1974 in response to a 
Greek-Cypriot coup in 
Nicosia aimed at uniting the 
island with Greece, and the 
Turkish CyprictLi (bxSued a 
breakaway state in 1983. 


Israeli 
general 
apologises 
for ‘Nazi’ 
comments 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — An 
Israeli reserve general apolo- 
gised on Friday for comparing 
nationalist Jewish settlers to 
Naas. 

General Shlomo Gazftmade 
toe public apology after saying 
during a speech at Tel Aviv 
University the previous day 
that toe knitted skullcaps worn 
by the settlers serving in toe 
array reminded him of “toe 
armbands with a swastika that 
German soldiers wore.” 

The comments created astir 
during Ms talk and Gen. Gazit 
immediately retracted them. 
He later telephoned President 
Ezer Weizman and public 
radio to apologise. 

T only wanted to explain 
my opposition to the fact that 
soldiers wear distinctive signs 
like knitted kippas as a sign of 
their political affiliation,” toe 
general told toe radio, . 

The general said he would 
also object if leftwing mili- 
tants wore peace symbols on 
theft uniforms. 

Gen. Gazifs comments 
were strongly condemned by 
army chief of staff General 
Amnon Shahak, Ml Weizman 
and the head of the Jewish 
Agency. 

Ultra-Orthodox Jews wear 
black kippas and do not serve 
in toe army. 

Nationalist religious Jews 
do serve in toe military, and 
they have gained increasing 
influence hi the army's wffin.tr 
class in recent years. 


Gunman who killed seven in Egyptian village dies in police shootout 


MINYA (AFP) — A gun- 
man who killed seven 
people in an Egyptian vil- 
lage earlier rhis week to 
revenge the deaths of his 
relatives died Friday in a 
shootout with police in 
the same village, police 
officials said. 

The death of Eid Abu 


Bakr Abdul Rahim, who 
also wounded nine others 
in bis rampage Tuesday 
through the village of 
Mo'sserat Ajjaj in the 
southern province of 
Minya, was greeted with 
cries of joy by t be vil- 
lagers. witnesses said. 

Abdul Rahim stormed 


through the village earlier 
this week dressed as a 
woman, opening fire on 
residents outside their 
homes to avenge the 
deaths of his two brothers 
and a cousin killed in a 
police raid on bis hideout 
in February. 

Police said Abdul Rahim 


has been wanted by the 
authorities since May 
1995. when he took part 
in clashes pitting mem- 
bers of his family against 
the rest of his village, 
some 250 kilometres 
south of Cairo. 

A total of 24 people 
have been killed since vil- 


lagers refused demands by 
Abdul Rahim that they 
pay him protection 
money. 

In February, he kid- 
napped and then executed 
in front of their families 
two villagers who refused 
to become his accom- 
plices. 



REVOLUTIONARY ART: A girl watches Palestinian artist Adrian Zubaldi harness 
the power of the son Friday to born the images of Che Guevara and Fidel Castro 
onto plywood while sitting outside his Bethlehem souvenir shop (AP photo) 


Opposition parties demand 
troop withdrawals from Gulf 


AMMAN (AFP) — The oppo- 
sition Friday demanded toe 
withdrawal of U.S. and British 
troops from the Gulf and called 
on all Arabs to stand up to mU- 
itary threats against Iraq. 

“We demand the withdrawal 
of all foreign troops and armed 
forces from the region and an 
end to all threats of hostility 
against Iraq and the Arab 
Nation,” the coalition; of 11 
opposition . parties said in 'a 
statement. ■ - - - - * » 

“Vfe call on all Arabs to wake 
up and join forces to confront 


their hostile intent.” added toe 
statement 

U.S. and British military 
forces have maintained their 
presence in the Gulf despite the 
si gning of an accord between 
U.N. Secretary General Kofi 
Annan and the Iraqi authorities 
on Feb. 23, which reduced ten- 
sions in toe crisis over UK 
inspections of suspect sites. 

The opposition complained 
that "the United ■ States “has 
rushed into re-stating its evil 
Intentions towards' Iraq...' even 
before the ink on the agree- 


ments had dried.” 

“We still consider any hostil- 
ity against Iraq to be hostility 
against Jordan and the Arab 
Nation,” they added 
The UN. Security Council 
on Monday unanimously 
adopted a resolution threaten- 
ing toe “severest conse- 
quences” if Baghdad foiled to 
comply with the signed agree- 
. ment on U.NL weapons inspec- 
tions. 

■ - The United States, iben said 
foe' consequences would tie a 
military attack. 



JORDAN TELEVISION 
TfeL 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

16:10 Cartoon — Sandokan 

16 JO French Programmes 

18:00 .Square One TV 

18*30 Drama — Neighbours 

IWJ0 Le Journal 

19:15 French Programme 

19:30 .News headlines 

1935 Quiz Show — You Bet 
Your Life 

2th00 Cinema. Cinema 

2030 Prism 

21:10 .Drama — TimeTrax 

22:00 News in English 

2230 Feature film: "Chil- 

dren of Darkness” 

2339 Comedy— The 

Respected Family” 

0030 EndofTX 


PRAYER TIMES 

<M3&. ■■ a ■ ■ ■ ■■ .. ■ •« a* 1 1 a i > ■ JFajr 

05:53 -(Sunrise) Dufta 

11:47 Dhuhr 

15:06. *Asr 

17:41 -Maghreb 

1837 "Isha 


CHURCHES 

St. Marv of Nazareth Church 
Sweffieh, Tel. 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church TeL 
4632785 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 


JORDAN TIMES 



4624590 

Terra Sancta Church TeL 
4622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 
4624853/4624811. 

St Afirem Syrian Orthodox 
Church TeJ. 771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. S65S97 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation TeL 5688404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman TeL SI1295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints TeL 4654932 
SL John the Baptist at De la 
Salle College TeL 5661757 
Church of the Annunciation 
TfeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TfeL 
4623541 

Church of Presentation. Swei- 
fiefa TeL 5920146 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
TfeL 4624757 

The Fn pKsh - f anpiiaw 

Catholic Parish TeL 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
S92679 

The Baptist Church TeL 

4628052 

The Armenian Catholic 
Church 771331 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Temperatures are expected to 
drop slightly during the next 
48 hours, skies partly cloudy 
with a chance of scattered 
showers particularly in the 
northern parts of the Kingdom, 
and winds northwesterly mod- 
erate to active. In Aqaba, it will 
be dusty, skies partly cloudy to 
sunny, winds northerly moder- 
ate ro active, and seas calm. 

MmTMax. temp. 

Amman - — .05/16 

Aqaba — 13/24 

Deserts — 04/17 

Jordan Valley 13/23 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 20 Aqaba 28 Humidi- 
ty readings: Amman 25 percent, 
Aqaba 20 per cenL 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

De Bassam Karadshefa 4389200 
De RamaMazzawi- — 894788 




Dr. Salman Daboubi .776751 

Dc Kba&d VTadcfi 5661144 


ry assistance) 121 Amal Hospital 5674155 


Fjoras pharmacy 5661912 

Ferdows pharmacy .778336 

Al Asema pharmacy —.4637055 
Nauoukh pharmacy ..4623672 
Al Salami pharmacy ...4636730 

Yacoub pharmacy ....4644945 
Shmdsani pharmacy ..4637660 

Nsyib pharmacy 847632 

DIB ED: 

De GhaaTh’anmefa _.J250060 

Al Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

De Samir Al Lawzi — 989601 
Khalifieh pharmacy .985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre .46371 11 

Civil Defence Depstmoi 5661 1 1 1 
Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue 4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency.... 199 
Rescue Bafce 192.4621111.4637777 

Fire Brigade. .4617101 

Blood Bank. ...775 1 2 1 

Highway Police. 843402 

Traffic Police. .896390 

Public Security DepL._.4630321 

Hotel Complaints -5605800 

Price Complaints. -5661 176 

Vv^& Sewage Constants 897467 
Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 787111 

Telephone Information (dftecto- 


Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs .4623101 

Abduli TeL Repairs .5661101 

Jordan Television .7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan ^^.^..7741 1 1 

Water Authority 5680100 

J. Electricity Authority ..815615 

Electric Power Co .4636381 

RJ Flight Information. 44-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport .44-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart add Spe- 
cial Surgery 5921 199 

Tte Mamie, Abdh 5666131/7 

Hussein Metfical GaareTeL 836813, 
856856 

Luzmfla 4630195 

Khali di Matemity__..464428I/6 

Akileh Maternity 4642441/2 

Jabai Amman Maternity 4642362 
Malhas, J. Amman. ,..,4636140 
Palestine, Shmeisani ...5607071 
Sbmeisani Hospital — 5669131 
University Hospital . — .845845 
AI-Muasher Hospital 5667227/9 

Ai-Ahli. Abdafi .5664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen 777101/3 

Al-Bashic 775111/26 

Army, Marka .891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 5602240/50 


ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

! (09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital--. (09)986732 
Al Hikma Modem Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

(02)247100 


AQABA: 

Princess 

(03)314111 


Haya Hospital 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

Has information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) in formati on 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport TeL 
(44)53200 where it should always 
be verified. Information on other 
flights is obtained on telephone 
(44) 52700 or (44) 5232501 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 

08:25 .Damascus (RJ) 

09J55 .Karachi, Dubai (RJ) 

HkQ5 Beirut (RJ) 

MHOS New Delhi (RJ) 

10:15 Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

10:45 .Colombo (RJ) 

15:00 —New Yotfc, Amsterdam (RJ) 

16:20 L Cairo (RJ) 

21:10 Frankfort (RJ) 

05:55 — . Bangkok (RJ) 


Other Flights 

13:15 : .JRiyadh(SV) 

15:05 ... Vienna (OS) 

I&0G — Dubai, Damascus (EK) 
21:10 — .Paris. Damascus (AF) 

2230 Athens (O A) 

22:35 -Cairo (MS) 

23 JO London, Beirut (BA) 

23:35 Amsterdam (KL) 

03:25 . — .Rome (AZ) 


Royal Wings (RW) 

(No flights on Saturday) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) lights 

0fc45 Beirut (RJ) 

KM)0 Linz (Austria), fiankftm (RJ) 




11:30 ^Amsterdam, New Yak (RJ) 

12.-00 .Milan Madrid (RJ) 

11*00 Geneva, Brussels (RJ) 

12:10 Paris (RJ) 

12:15 * .London (RJ) 

12:30 .Cairo (RJ) 

2(h05 Riyadh, Dbahran (RJ) 

20:15. ; Bombay (RJ) 

20:20 1 araaca (RJ) 

20=30 ..... Jeddah (RJ) 

21:00 ... Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

1 ■ ■ 

Other Flights 

07:00 ..Beirut (ME) 

14:15 Abu Dhabi, Bahrain (GF) 

14:45 .Riyadh (SV) 

1550 Vienna (OS) 

19:00 Dubai (EK) 

23:35 .Cairo (MS) 

■ 

2355 Damascus, Paris (AF) 

(Mh35 Amsterdam (KL) 

■ 

03.-00 ... ...Athens (AZ) 

04:20 Rome(OA) 

■ * 

" m m k 

1 

Royal Wings (RW) 

(No flights on Saturday) 
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Decision to allow religious tourists longer 
stays welcomed by trade chamber federation 


AMMAN (J.T.) —The Interi- 
or Ministry's recent decision 
to allow Muslim pilgrims, a 
chance to stay in Jordan for a 
visit while in transit to Mecca 
was welcomed Friday by 
Haidar Murad, chairperson of 
the Federation of Jordanian 
Chambers of Trade. 

The move is certain to help 
revjve.the economic and trade 
sectors in the Kingdom and 
reflect the govemjnent’s 
desire to offer the pilgrims a 
chance to visit relatives and 
religious sites, said Mir. 
Murad. 


Minister of Interior Nathir 
Rashid Wednesday 

announced that Muslim pil- 
grims in transit to Mecca can 
remain in the Kingdom for as 
long as they need to visit the 
country's holy shrines. 

He did not specify if the 
decision applies to any partic- 
ular Arab and Islamic coun- 
tries. 

The decision makes it possi- 
ble for Muslims cd make 
excursions to the burial sites 
of the Prophet Mohammad’s 
companions and visit relatives 
and friends, as well as shop in 


local markets, thus stimulating 
their activities, according to 
Mr. Murad. 

He said the facilities offered 
to the pilgrims in the King- 
dom and the Ministry of Inte- 
rior’s decision reflect the gov- 
ernment’s interest in stimulat- 
ing local markets and offering 
pilgrims a chance to buy both 
necessary items and gifts for 
relatives at home from Jordan- 
ian stores. 

He expressed hope that the 
move will help end the eco- 
nomic recession that has for 
some time been affecting the 


commercial sector. 

Before tie decision. Muslim 
pilgrims, including those 
coming from the occupied 
Palestinian territories and 
Israel, were allowed to stay- 
overnight only. 

The announcement fol- 
lowed close, on the heels of die 
ministry’s instructions to the 
Jordanian embassy in Tehran 
to facilitate the entry of Iran- 
ian tourists into Jordan. 

Earlier reports indicated that 
20,000 Iranians have visited 
Jordan in the past four 
months. 


Health 
minister 
returns from 
meetings 
in Syria 


RAMTHA (Petra) — Min- 
ister of Health and Medical 
Care Ashraf Kurdi 
returned Friday from an 
official visit to Syria dur- 
ing which he took part in a 
meeting of Arab health 

minis ters. 

Dr. Kurdi said the con- 
ference discussed health 
insurance issues and the 
strategic development of 
health care programmes, as 
well as the availability of 
Arab-produced medicine. 

Meanwhile, Iraqi Minis- 
ter of Health Omid Midhat 
on Friday told the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, that 
Iraq has sighed contracts 
with several Jordanian 
pharmaceutical compa- 
nies. 

Dr. Midhat said Jordan 
and Iraq are . currently 
cooperating in a number of 
scientific fields, adding 
'Jordanian medical' 
team will bead to Iraq to 
pffi^yiyices td' the Irrij; 
people and deliver lectures 
on the latest developments 
in the field of medicine and 
health care. 

Also Friday, visiting 
Yemeni Minister of Health 
Abdullah Abdul Wali 
Nasber told Petra that his 
visit three-day visit will 
focus on developing bilat- 
eral health cooperation. 


1 m mi##}®: 

■*. .. 


■Ats. 




^*1 


^¥a 








m 


i : v * . i 


3S9# 5 








V - * 

jsrW* 


Joining unions seen as first step toward 
increasing women’s political clout 


This is the fourth in a series of 
five articles the Jordan Tunes 
will publish leading up to 
International Women’s Day. 
observed on March & 

By Francesca Clriad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Though one of 
the highest in the Arab World, 
the level of women's political 
participation in Jordan needs to 
be enhanced!, starting with par- 
ticipation in the professional 
unions, women and women’s 
activists say. 

“I highly and truly recom- 
mend encouraging women to 
join syndicates and become 
board members,” said Senator 
Subhiyyah Ma’am. 

According to Ms. Ma'am, 
wbo is also a pione ering entre- 
preneur and a successful busi- 
nessperson, women should 
gradually dimb up the political 
ladder. 

“If you look at dentists, doc- 
tors. or lawyers, you would ‘ 
find many women in those pro- 
fessions, but not as many in 
those professions’ unions.” 

“We seem to be more on the 
receiving side than on the giv- 



l 
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‘Many women have political 
nmvk, they read and analyse 
what, is taking place locally, 
regionally and internationally. 
But may be they expect men to 
come and ask them to join then- 
unions and their parties, rather 
than caking the initiative and 
introducing themselves or 
establishing their own parties.” 

Or, perhaps lack of funds or 
organisation prevent women 
from being more politically 
active, she added. 

The highest rate of women 
membership in unions in the 
Kingdom is currently in the 
Jord&i Press Association 


(JPA), where women journal- 
ists account for 15 per cent of 
total membership. 

In the Jordan Bar Associa- 
tion (JBA), female lawyers 
account fra: only nine pa- cent 
of the total members (376 reg- 
istered women, our of 3370 
members). 

In the other II professional 
unions, the .percentages of 
women members are even 
lower. 

Despite only a single woman 
deputy mits history — opposi- 
tion leader Tou jan Faisal, a 
member of the previous Parlia- 
ment — Jordan stiQ stands out 
among other Arab countries for 
its .women’s participation in 
politics. 

. According to the U.N. Eco- 
nomic and Social Commission 
for Western Asia (ESCWA), 
there has been one woman 
deputy in Lebanon, and less 
than a dozen between Egypt, 
Iraq and Syria. 

In order to increase women’s 
representation in Parliament, 
the Jordanian women's move- 
ment stands united in favour of 
a women's quota in the Lower 
House and recently launched a 
campaign to collect one mil- 
lion signatures asking for die 

allocation of 20 percent at the 

Lower House's SO „ peats., tp 
women. 

Women activists say that so 
far the campaign has been suc- 
cessful though they have not 
set a deadline for their initia- 
tive. 

Many women, who were 
agains t the quota principle in 
the beginning, now agree that 
the introduction of a women’s 
quota seems indispensable in 
overcoming traditional and * 
cultural factors hindering their 
full and active participation in 
political life. 

After the disappointing 
results of last November’s gen- 
eral elections, in which none of 


the 17 women running in the 
electoral race made won a seat; 
all 80 non-governmental 
organisations (NGOs) working 
in Jordan in the field of 
women’s devdopment are 
united for the first time in sup- 
porting the women's quota, 
noted Sahva Nasser; coordina- 
tor for NGOs at the Jordanian 
National Committee for 
Women (JNCW). 

“The quota seems now the 
only way for women to reach 
Parliament in the year 2001,” 
Ms. Nasser said. 

Though they are now equal 
in front of the elections law, 
Jordanian women only won 
their right to vote in 1974. 

A temporary "positive dis- 
crimination,'' to be introduced 
for three consecutive elections, 
has proven successful in many 
other countries, such as India 
and Pakistan, they point our. 

Women's participation in 
political parties has also been 
fairly limited apart from one 
woman in the 120-member 
Shura. Council of the Islamic 
Action From (IAF) — Nawal 
Fa’ouri — and the rare excep- 
tion of the Jordanian Commu- 
nist Party (JCF), in which 
women fill at least 20 per cent 
of aD posts in the hicher com- 
mittees^r 

In addition to Ms. Ma'ani, 
two other women were 
appointed by His Majesty 
King Hussein in the 40-mem- 
ber Upper House, last Novem- 
ber. They are former Minister 
of Information Leila Sharaf 
and current Minister of Plan- 
ning Rima Khalaf. 

“Women have to woik hard 
and lobby in onto: to convince 
people that they are as good as 
men in politics,'' said Ms. 
Ma'ani. 

“Once they will get their 
place in politics, it noil be by 
merit and not by enforcement." 


‘Ultra-marathon’ set for next month 


By Ahmad Khatib 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN— Jordan's Society for Care of Neuro- 
logical Patients (SCNP) and the Amman Road 
Runners (ARR) Thursday announced that the 
Sixth Amman -Dead Sea Ultra Marathon 
(DSUM) has been scheduled for April 3, 1998. 

HRH Prince Firas, head of the SCNP, told a 
press conference that the marathon, held annually 
under the patronage of HRH Prince Ra’d is 
designed to attract professional and semi-profes- 
sional immers from aD parts of the world. 

He said the event seeks to fulfil a number of 
important goals, including supporting competitive 
spats, promoting Jordan's tourism sector, and 
consolidating the humanitarian outlook of society. 

‘The marathon’s revenues will go to the 
SCNJT said Prince Firas. Tt will promote the 
tourism potential of Jordan by inviting foreign 
athletes to run to die lowest pant on earth and 
allowing them to explore our country’s- antiqui- 
ties. We hope to create an athletic tradition by 


such events.” 

‘This Ultra-marathon is considered to be the 
biggest one in the Middle East,” said Pascal 
Hoyez, an ARR member “Our policy is to pro- 
mote this event all over the world. We have a Web 
site, and many contacts with a large number of 
news agencies, especially in Britain and Ger- 
many." 

The 50-kilometre marathon will start at 6:30 
a m. from south Amman and will take runners on 
a paved course to a point lower by 1300 metres. 
It is being sponsored primarily by Radisson SAS 
Hotel Amman and LG Electronics (LGE). 

The organisers have asked foreign embassies to 
announce and promote the event in their cam- 
tries. 

They have also requested all runners, whether 
individuals or groups, to secure sponsorship dues 
from local companies prior to the event 

The SCNP is a non-governmental organisation 
which was established in 1986 under fee patron- 
age of honorary President HRH Crown Prince 
Hassan. 


Regent urges development council to 
formulate basis to develop civic society 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan. the Regent 
has urged the Jordanian 
Development Council to lay 
down the basis for the 
development of civic soci- 
ety in Jordan and the 
achievement of prosperity 
for all Jordanians. 

Addressing the council’s 
iqeeting held at the Central 
Bank of Jordan (CBJ) on 
Thursday, the Crown Prince 
urged its members to remain 
in touch with civic organisa- 
tions, including the cham- 
bers of industry and com- 
merce, in the course of 
attaining sustainable devel- 
opment. 

Calling for a comprehen- 
sive effort to realise these 
goals, die Regent said 
development cannot be 
achieved without involving 
the financial markets in a 
genuine interaction with the 
other sectors. 

Prince Hassan drew the 
council's attention to the 
need for the development of 
the badia region of Jordan, 
noting that the badia attracts 
attention as a potential 
source of production. 

But. he said, the develop- 
ment of the badia in Jordan 
can by no means be 
achieved by traditional 

methods. He stated that 
there is need for a concerted 
and well-coordinated 
response to the require- 
ments of the region's com- 
prehensive development. 

The Regent drew attention 
to three dimensions of com- 
prehensive planning: the 
region's population, involv- 
ing relevant migration, 

labour, education and 



HRH Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent addresses the Jordanian Development Coun- 
cil on Thursday. The Regent called for a comprehensive effort to achieve sustainable 
development (Photo by Yousef ‘Allan) 


poverty issues; water and 
mineral resources; and live- 
stock and agricultural 
wealth. 

Referring to the govern- 
ment's role, the Regenr said 
state intervention is needed 
to safeguard civic society 
within the framework of the 
law. He stressed the need for 
continued dialogue on and 
efforts to link the develop- 
ment of the northern, central 
and southern regions of the 
country. 

Prince Hassan urged the 
council members to give 
due attention to the need for 
maximising investments of 
savings and promoting the 
functions of the Social 
Security Corporation, the 


Orphans Fund and the Zakat 
Fund in this respect. 

CBJ Governor Ziyad Fariz 
presented a comprehensive 
review of the bank's poli- 
cies and plans to develop 
Jordan s banking system, 
the market's capital, and the 
country's monetary policies 
to stabilise the economy. 

He said the CBJ is striving 
to develop the banking sys- 
tem and has invited 
international investors to 
acquire shares in Jordanian 
h anks for this purpose. 

Dr. Fariz announced that 
at the end of March, the 
CBJ will announce a new 
draft law on banks in Jor- 
dan, defining specific rules 
to be adopted and respected 


by all banks to ensure the 
continuation of their suc- 
cess. 

The Regent’s meeting 
with the council followed 
his tour Wednesday of a 
□umber of badia districts in 
eastern Jordan. 

In his tour, the Regent 
inspected army units, with 
whom he reviewed Jordan's 
endeavours in helping con- 
tain the U.N.-Iraq crisis. 

The Regent later met trib- 
al leaders, to whom he 
voiced the Jordanian leader- 
ship's continued interest in 
developing their region. 

He also inspected natural 
gas fields and the Karameh 
border post near the Jordan- 
ian-Iraqi border. 


Two 


Government expresses concern 


women over killings in Kosovo 

■*"*" - l » ■ - - - . • ■ . mm^aJ # . fit If . 1 » i ■■ 

shot to 
death in 
Amman 


Mt 1 ■ ‘ I ■ I 


AMMAN (J.T. ) — Two 
murders were committed 
Thursday in Amm an, one 
occurring in the Jabal A1 
Marrikh district and the 
other downtown, near AJ 
Husseini Mosque, accord- 
ing to a report in the local 
press Friday. 

The report said a 26-year- 
old man, identified by the 
police as SA.M., shot his 
1 7-year-old sister four times 
in her house in Jabal AJ 
Manrikh. killing her instant- 
ly* 

The woman was killed 
less than an hour after being 
released on bail after a brief 
detention by police on sus- 
picion of committing an 
immoral offence, according 
to the report. It added that 
her brother immediately sur- 
rendered to- the police, who 
are investigating the case. 

The report said the second 
crime was committed by a 
20-year-old man. identified 
by the police as YA.K, who 
shot his 17-year-old wife to 
death while she was in a 
store near A1 Husseini 
Mosque. The police appre- 
hended the suspect and are 
conducting an investigation. 


AMMAN iJ.T.) — Jordan 

m 

has "expressed concern over 
the ongoing disturbances 
in the Kosovo province of 
Serbia and said it was in 
contact with other nations 
and organisations to defuse 
tension there. 

Deputy Prime Minister 
and Foreign Minister 
Jawad Anani Thursday 
said His Majesty King 
Hussein and HRH Crown 
Prince Hassan have both 
voiced their deep concern 
over the developments in 
Kosovo, where the Muslim 
majority are exposed to 
attacks by the Serbian 
authorities. 

‘The Jordanian govern- 
ment shares the pain and 
sorrow of the families of 
the 24 Muslims who were 


killed . by. Serbian .. police 
while asking for their 
rights,” said Dr. Anani in a 
statement to the Jordan 
News Agency. Petra. 

He said the Foreign Min- 
istry. acting upon direc- 
tives from the King and the 
Crown Prince, has been in 
contact with the U.N., the 
Arab League, the Organi- 
sation of Islamic Confer- 
ence, the European Union, 
and the governments of the 
U.S.. Britain. Russia, 
France. Iran and Turkey 
over this issue. 

Jordan denounces such 
killings of civilians and is 
ready to cooperate with all 
concerned parries to end- 
ing the crisis and prevent 
further bloodshed, he said. 

Dr. Anani said a number 


of ■ countries have 
expressed understanding 
of and response to the Jor- 
danian stand, which is 
aimed at finding a just and 
durable settlement to the 
Kosovo problem. 

Many countries have 
expressed readiness to 
cooperate with Jordan in 
order to find a peaceful end 
to the crisis, he added. 

According to Dr. Anani. 
Israel, the U.S., Britain, 
Turkey. France and Iran 
have responded positively 
to the Jordanian stand. 

Meanwhile, international 
pressure was reported to be 
mounting on Belgrade to 
avoid further bloodshed 
and accommodate 

demands for a restoration 
of Kosovo’s autonomy. 


Graphic arts expo recalls advertising images 


By OmarKarmi 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — There were only 
four other people at the “Span- 
ish Conte mporar y Graphic 
Arts” exhibition at Institute) 
Cervantes, near fee Third Cir- 
cle, yesterday. 

The four Spanish schoolgirls 
lushed around, bad a good 
laugh and left What was so 
humorous was not immediate- 
ly obvious. 

Contemporary graphic arts 
has found an ever-expanding 
outlet in printed advertise- 
ments and commercials, to the 
improvement of the latter, hut 
the detriment of fee former No 
matter how adverts are present- 
ed, they will always be selling 
products, and a qy object of art 


associated wife selling prod- 
ucts will immediately lose 
"sane of its value (the notable 
exception being pop-art). 

There is no pop-art exhibited 
at Cervantes, but many pieces 

REVIEW 

could have been derived from 
the world of advertising. Maria 
Luisa Sanz’s paintings were 
reminiscent of a 1980's Bacar- 
di advertising campaign. Santi- 
ago Serrano's looked like a 
poster for the “X-FHes" (and 
seemed to send fee girls into 
fits of giggles), and foe paint- 
ings by one of the guest artists 
of honour, Gerardo Rueda, 
strangely resembled a cam- 
paign by the Danish post office 
not so long ago. 


AH fee paintings exhibited 
were produced by Spanish 
artists within the last 20 years. 
Two artists were invited as 
guests of honour, Mr. Rueda 
and Antonio Lorenzo. 

Me, Lorenzo's paintings 
were the main feature of the 
exhibition, wife some justifica- 
tion. Monty Pythonesque in 
nature, they featured colourful 
geometric shapes juxtaposed 
wife child-like sketches and 
line drawings, and outlandish 
inventions and flying 
machines. To complete fee 
Terry Gilliam connection, 
there was the odd sawn-over 
naked woman added here and 
there. The p ainting s bad a 
childish imagination about 
them, feat made them both 
charming and interesting. 


There were other high spots. 
Lola Del Castillo’s paintings 
hung just outside the hall, in 
the natural light, whose 
"grainy” quality made -the 
detail life-like, and Yolanda 
Del Riego's darkly colourful 
representations of leaves and 
trees was worth the time. 

Overall though, the compul- 
sion was to follow fee girls in 
rushing around and leaving. 
Monir's slightly pompous 
‘Through fee Prism of Time” 
and Maria Gomez’ star con- 
stellations were not really 
worth lingering over, nor were 
Jose Manuel Cilia’s paintings, 
which looked like Rorschach 
blots is colour. 

But I'm still wondering — 
what was so funny? 
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The Jordanian firmed Forces 

represented by 

The Special Operations Command 
in cooperation with Copex International 

will be holding 


The Second 


Contingency Operational Pr< 
(COP0C Jordan 98) 
at 


Procurement Exhibition 


King Abdullah Air Base - Marka/Amman 

between 28^-29^ of April 1998. 

As a buildup on the success gained from the previous 
show (COPEX Jordan 96 % many countries will be participating 
in this event through their official delegates and their international 
representative companies, specialised in military and security 
equipment manufacturing. Exhibitors will be showing the latest in 
military special operations and law enforcement equipment including 
specialised ordnance. Taking advantage of the major international 
participation we expect many local companies exhibition to display 
their expertise and our national capability in these product areas. 

For more details, please contact 

the Organisational Committee of COPEX Jordan 98 
Tel.: 810977, 817625, Fax: 859615, 824878. 
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Germany calls for U.N. 
to address Kosovo crisis 


BONN (AFP) — Germany 
called Friday for the U.N. 
Security Council to address 

che crisis in Kosovo as 
Serbian security forces 
press on with an offensive 
against Albanian rebels in 
that province. 

“Given the danger of the 
Kosovo conflict jeopardis- 
ing peace and stability in 
the region, the Security 
Council must immediately 
take up the issue," Foreign 
Minister Klaus Kinkel said. 

He said he had made a 
request to this effect to 
U.N. Secretary General 
Kofi Annan and the current 
president of the council. 

Mr. Kinkel proposed a 
series of measures to keep 
the conflict from worsen- 
ing: 

— an extension of the 
mandate of a U.N. military 
observer team in neigh- 
bouring Macedonia; 

— a strengthening of the 
Western European Union 
military presence in 
Albania: the WEU is essen- 
tially the defence arm of the 
European Union; 


— an early meeting of 
regional foreign ministers 
with those of the “contact 
group” (Britain, France, 
Germany, Russia and the 
United States); 

— a new Balkans mission 
by former Spanish Prime 
Minister Felipe Gonzalez, a 
special envoy of the 
Organisation for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe. 

Mr. Kinkel also warned 
Kosovo's pro-indepen- 
dence forces against resort- 
ing to terrorism, saying vio- 
lence would not serve their 
cause. 

And he served notice to : 
Belgrade that its hopes of 
ending its international iso- 
lation “depend on its atti- 
tude towards Kosovo.” He 
called for “restraint and 
willingness to compro- 
mise." 

Friday, Serbian forces 
pressed ahead with an 
offensive against ethnic 
Albanians, a day after 
killin g at least SO of them in 
Kosovo province, ethnic 
Albanian sources said here 
Friday. 


The new death toll in the 
village of Prekaz, in the 
Drenica region, was given 
by the Kosovo Information 
Centre in Pristina, capital 
of the troubled southern 
Serbian province. 

“We fear that die mem- 
bers of the Shaban Jashari 
family, including . several 
children, were killed" and 
their house was burned 
down, said a statement 
issued by the centre. 

Prekaz was again shelled 
Friday after a dozen houses 
were destroyed or burned 
down there Thursday. 

Friday Serbian forces 
tightened their siege of the 
village of Llausha near 
Prekaz, said the statement. 

The centre also cited a 
source within the 
Democratic League of 
Kosovo as saying that they 
feared a “terrible massacre” 
as Serbian forces were 
advancing on Llausha at 
9:00 a.m. (0800 GMT). 

Women and children were 
almost alone in the village 
after most men left it 
overnight, they added. 



Albanians are wrapped in their national flags during a 
demonstration for Kosovo Albanians in downtown 
Vienna. Demonstrators accused the Yugoslav govern- 
ment of terrorism in the troubled province, ninety per 
cent of whose people are ethnic Albanians. 50 Albanian 
men and six Serbian policemen have been killed in 
seven days of Gghting in Kosovo ('Reuters photo) 


Cambodian strongman’s 

■ 

party pushes for July elections 

■ 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — 
Strongman Hun Sen's pow- 
erful Cambodian People’s 
Party (CPP) called Friday 
for crucial national elec- 
tions to be held on schedule 
in July saying any delay 


f J f ' _ Si 




sequences." 

Acting Head of State 
Chea Sim, the low-key 
president of the CPP, made 
die call while closing a 
four-day party plenum in 
the capital a day after a 
Philippine official in Manila 
said the July 26 polls might 
have to be delayed for tech- 


nical reasons. 

“The plenum was of the 
view that the elections 
should be held on 26 July as 
mandated by the electoral 
law,” Chea Sim said. “Any 
postponement of that elec- 
tions (in any) form would 
bring negative conse- 
quences to die nation.” 

- On behalf of the CPP he 


appealed for the country’s 
national electoral commis- 


sion to ensure that the polls 
were held on schedule and 
urged parliament to pass 
any remaining electoral leg- 
islation as soon as possible. 

He also called on donor 


countries to- speed up the 
disbursement of funds nec- 
essary to pay for the $21- 
mflli on election. 

The international commu- 
nity is being asked to pay 
for at least 60 per cent of the 
election but their aid is con- 
tingent upon the election 
and campaign being con- 
ducted in a free and fair 

environment. 

The major concern is the 

ability of deposed Co- 
Premier Prince Norodom 
Ranariddh, whom Hun Sen 
effectively ousted last July, 
to return to Cambodia arid 
participate in the election. 

At a Friday meeting in 
Manila, the “Friends of 
Cambodia” group of 
nations which is leading the 
calls for the free and fair 
poll, said the situation in the 
country now did meet that 
condition. 

The group called on the 
government to put an end to 
h uman rights abuses and 
political intimidation. 

After discussions between 
members of the Association 
of South East Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) prior to the 
Friends of Cambodia meet- 
ing, Philippine Foreign 


Undersecretary Lauro Baja 
raised the possibility of the 
election being postponed. 

“There’s a possibility that 
it will be postponed because 
of technical details,” he 
said, adding however that 
no alternate date had been 
set and even with a delay 
the poll should be held by 
the end of the year. 

The “Friends of 
Cambodia” initiative, coor- 
dinated by ASEAN, is pur- 
smug a Japanese formula 
for the troubled nation 
which centres on a ceasefire 
and pardon for Prince 
Ranariddh. 

ASEAN groups Brunei, 
Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, 
Myanmar, the Philippines, 
Singapore, Thailand and 
Vietnam. 

The Friends of Cambodia 
meeting also included min- 
isters and diplomats from 
Japan, the European Union. 
Australia, Canada. France, 
Germany, South Korea, 
New Zealand, Russia, 
Britain, the United States 
and the United Nations. 

China, a member of the 
group, did not send any rep- 
resentative for the second 
time. 


Chernomyrdin slams Latvia 

■ 

for humiliating Russians 


MOSCOW (AFP) — 
Russian Prime Minister 
Viktor Chernomyrdin 
slammed the Latvian 

authorities Friday for what 
he described as their 
“humiliation" of Russians 
living in the Baltic republic. 

“I am indignant that in 
Europe at the end of the 
20th century a whole nation 
is being humiliated. There 
can be no justifications in 
this case," Mr. 
Chernomyrdin told 

reporters. 

Mr. .Chernomyrdin also 
voiced outrage at remarks 
by Latvian Prime Minister 
Guntars Krasts; who' said a 
pensioners' demonstration 
broken up by police in the 
republic's capital Riga 
Tuesday “could have been a 
Russian provocation.” 

“How can he stoop as low 
as to say such things? Our 
people were shaken, 
shocked to hear about the 
events in Latvia,” Mr. 
Chernomyrdin said. “It's a 
pity they have such a prime 
minister in Latvia. 1 know 
I'm not supposed to say 


such things, but I cannot 
help it. Such prime minis- 
ters lead their countries into 
such confrontations," be 
added. 

The Russian premier was 
speaking on the sidelines of 
a heads of government 
meeting of the 12-nation 
Commonwealth of 

Independent States, a loose 
association of former 
Soviet republics. The three 
Baltic republics are not 
members. 

- Russia denounced the 
. Latvian police int^ention.. 
against " Russian ! pensioners 
as a violation ' of human 
rights, but rtie ' Latvian 
authorities defended the 
action, saying the demon- 
stration was unauthorised 
and the pensioners had 
blocked a main road in the 
city centre. 

Russia's lower house of 
parliament, the state Duma. 
Friday urged President 
Boris Yeltsin lo take firm 
steps, including if neces- 
sary economic sanctions 
and political reprisals, in 
support of the almost one 


million Russians living in 
Latvia. 

“Following its declaration 
of independence (in 1991), 
the Latvian government has 
pursued the dangerous poli- 
cy of building a mono-eth- 
nic state, discriminating 
against and marginalising 
people whose mother 
tongue is Russian,” the 
Duma text read, according 
to Interfax. 

Deputies urged Mr. 
Yeltsin to act to ensure that 
ethnic Russians in Latvia 
are granted full political, 
social and economic rights. 

The Baltic republics, were 
annexed by the Soviet 
Union in 1940 and did not 
regain independence until 
1991, when the Soviet 
Union collapsed. 

Ethnic Russians in Latvia 
and Estonia, often slighted 
as erstwhile Soviet occu- 
piers, have repeatedly com- 
plained of being treated as 
second-class citizens in the 
republics. 

Russians make up a third 
of Latvia’s 2.5 milli on pop- 
ulation. 


Hacker crashes thousands 
of windows computers 


SEATTLE (R) — An 
unknown hacker caused 
thousands of windows - 
based university and gov- 
ernment computers to crash 
on the eve of senate testi- 
mony by Microsoft Corp. 
Chairman Bill Gates, 
authorities said Wednesday. 

The Monday night attack 
affected nine of the 
National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration's 10 
major field offices as well 
and major universities, 
including the 

Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology (MIT) and the 
University of California at 
Berkeley. 

“Basically, what hap- 
pened is it locked the sys- 
tem,” said Mike * 
Mewhinney, a spokesman 
for the space agency's 
AMES research centre near 
Mountain View, California. 
“Obviously, it was some- 
thing we were concerned 
about, and we stepped in to 
address it as soon as we 
learned about it." 

While the attack did not' 
cause any significant loss 
of data, users were con- 
fronted with the so-calied 
"blue screen of death,” 
which appears with an 
error message when win- 
dows crashes. The only 
solution was to restart the 
computer. 

Jeffrey Schiller, network 
manager at MIT, said the 
malicious hacker explpited 
a bug in the windows 95 
and Windows net operating 
systems known “Boink,” 
“Teardrop IT* or “New 
Tear.” 


At MIT. the attacker 
obtained a list of all com- 
puters connected to the 
Internet and then sent spe- 
cific data packets calculat- 
ed to overload the comput- 
ers, causing a “denial of 
service.” 

The only computers not 
affected were those that 
had installed Microsoft- 
supplied patches or were 
running other operating 
systems, such as Apple 
Computer INC. AAPL.O 
Macintosh Units. 

Microsoft issued a state- 
ment on the Internet saying 
the vulnerability was “not a 
new issue” and recom- 
mending customers install 
patches — software fixes 
— available on its web site. 

While there were no clues 
as to the identity of the 
attacker, victims pointed 
out it came just hours 
before Mr. Gates' testimo- 
ny before the senate 
Judiciary Committee, 
where he defended the 
company against charges 
that it improperly exploits 
its vast market power. 

MIT’s Schiller, an expert 
in Internet security, said the 
incident underscores the 
vulnerability of networked 
computers to hostile 
attacks. 

“What you’re dealing 
with here is someone who 
is actively trying to find a 
way to make your pro- 
gramme misbehave,” Mr. 
Schiller said. 'To me the 
Internet is a hostile place, 
and we have to build our 
programmes to deal with 
thaL” 


14 die in 
El Nino 
mudslide 
in Peru 

LIMA (AFP) — Nine 
members of the same fam- 
ily and five other people 
were killed when a rock 
and mudslide buried parts 
of a northern Peruvian 
town. police said 
Thursday. 

Heavy rains brought by 
the El Nino phenomenon 
have wreaked havoc in 
Peru, which catches the 
frill forte of the ocean cur- 
rent, with the death toll 
estimated to be around 
200, according to President 
Alberto Fujimori. 

Neighbours were able to 
extract only the bodies of 
three children from the 
rubble, police said. 

Luis Francisco Gomez 
Otiniano, 40, his wife, her 
sister and the couple's six 
children were killed in the 
mudslide, said El Progreso 
Mayor Diomedes Venero. 

Three men who were 
repairing a road died in a 
mudslide in the eastern 
department of Huanuco. A 
fourth died in the same 
. department when a mud- 
slide buried a peasant com- 
munity, said Chapacra 
Mayor Fiieno Davila. 

The fourteenth death was 
just east of Lima. Paulino 
Caycho, 76, was swept 
away by a mudslide 
Wednesday, said tbe local 
national police. 


Exiled Chinese 

dissidents plan mass 

■ 

attempt to return 


BEIJING (AFP) — 
Chinese dissidents in exile 
in the United States said 
Friday they plan to return 
to China by sending in 
“waves" of dissidents to 
set up their New York- 
based opposition party in 
the Communist country. 

“In a bid to break tbe 
stranglehold the 

Co mm unist Party of 
China has on the activities 
of minority parties, the 
CDJP plans to send waves 
(of dissidents) ’to try 1 and 
breach the frontier and 
return to China," tbe 
China Democracy and 
Justice Party (CDJP) said. 

“A very influential dissi- 
dent will soon make an 
attempt to return to 
China,” the New York- 
based party said in a faxed 
statement sent here to 
AFP. 

CDJP spokesman, Wang 
Bingzhang, was himself 
arrested last month after 
entering China illegally. 

Mr. Wang, 50, entered 
China from Macau on Jan. 
23. prompting a large- 
scale manhunt and a 
police order to arrest him 
since he was on a list of 
activists to be refused 
entry into China. 

For 15 days he slipped 
through the net, meeting 
dissidents in Shanghai and 
Nanjing. He then moved 
north to Bengbu where he 
was caught and placed in 
detention on Feb. 6. He 
was deported back to the 
United States after three 


days. 

Mr. Wang had not 
returned to China since 
1978 when he went to 
Canada for postgraduate 
studies in medicine. 

He subsequently went to 
the United States where 
he set up the first overseas 
dissident organisation in 
1982 called “Alliance for 
Democratic China” and 
then, published a magazine 
called “China Spring.” 

Mr. Wang was supposed 
to set up the party in 
China, but was arrested 
before doing so. 
Following his arrest other 
party leaders, Secretary 
General Fu Shenqi, and 
Wang Xizhe, who looks 
after external affairs, 
announced -the formation 
of the CDJP in New York 
last month. 

Announcing the forming 
of the party on Feb. 27, 
Mr. Fu said the headquar- 
ters was supposed to be 
based in China **but taking 
into account the present 
situation, it will be tem- 
porarily established 
abroad.” 

The new party, however, 
also announced last month 
* it had managed to set up a 
local clandestine organi- 
sation in Taiyuan city, 
capital of the northern 
Chinese province of 
Shanxi, which would 
“prepare the path for a 
democratic revolution in 
China.” 


Mir coated with 


debris 


NASA 


I 

rON (AFP) - 
r walls of the 


WASHINGTON 
The exterior 
ageing Russian s^jace sta- 
tion Mir are dirtier and 
more battered than space 
programme officials 
expected, a NASA scien- 
tist said Thursday. 

As the platform fol- 
lowed its orbit, it was 
coated with dust and hit 
by numerous motionless 
objects. Project Manager 
Greg Stover of NASA's 
Langley Research Centre 
said. 

Scientists are projecting 
thaL 70 per cent of the 
space junk clinging to Mir 
is manmade, such as bits 
of discarded satellites or 
rocket engine parts. 

However, the origin of it 
will not be known until 
researchers examine the 
material collected from 
tbe exterior of Mir over 
IS months in an experi- 
ment and brought back to 
Earth on a shuttle late last 


year. 

The experiment consist- 
ed of four suitcase-sized 
boxes designed by 
NASA's Langley engi- 
neers. 

Two of the boxes mea- 
sured how much dust an 
orbiting spacecraft would 
encounter, while the other 
two tested the wear and 
tear on hundreds of types 
of materials, including 
paints, metals and glass. 

“That shows there’s a lot 
of particles moving faster 
than Mir is moving.” 

Analysis of Mir’s rub- 
bish is expected, to giife a 
clearer picture of the beat- 
ing the International 
Space station will take 


X 


when it goes into opera- 
tion in 2002. 

The U.S. Air Force, - 
which monitors objects in 
space, tracked about 
7,000 manmade objects, 
some of them as big as 30 
centimetres across. - 


Yeltsin 
welcomes 
first 
Russian 
land sales 
in 80 years 


MOSCOW (AFP) — 
President Boris Yeltsin 
Friday welcomed the 
,first.-sale of., land -'.in 
Russia for 80 years and 
. renewed his call .for. the 
Communist-dominated 
state Duma to allow 
small fanners to buy 
land. 

The receipts from 
Thursday’s auction in 
the town of Balakovo, 
800 kilometres south- 
east of Moscow, “will 
go to the budget, so the 
Duma and the 
Federation Council (the 
lower and upper cham- 
bers of parliament) have 
an interest” in approv- 
ing such a law, Interfax 
quoted Mr. Yeltsin as 
saying. 

The regional assembly 
in the Volga region of 
Saratov where 

Balakovo is situated 
adopted a law in 
November allowing the 
sale of agricultural land 
for the first time since 
the Bolsheviks seized 
power in 1917. 

Mr. Yeltsin insisted 
that he would not sign 
into law a land code 
which did not include 
the right to buy and sell 
land. “I will fight to the 
end, we have to return 
the land to small farm- 
ers,” Mr. Yeltsin said. 

Currently Russian 
small farmers “have not 
managed to win back 
their land,” the presi- 
dent added, saying he 
hoped that would hap- 
pen soon. 

“Now we are close, 
we just have to push the 
legislators” into approv- 
ing the measure, he 
said. 

The Duma passed a 
property law in. 
September that recog- 
nises in theory the right 
to private property, but 
does not allow for the 
sale of land, except for 
small in £ivi dually- 
owned plots. 

The Communists 
charge the right to sell 
would spark a wave of 
speculative land sales 
which would ' inflate 

S lices and only benefit 
Russia’s super rich. 

Mr. Yeltsin refused to 
sign the bill, saying 
land reform was one of 
the last great reforms 
Russia must undergo to 
fully liberalise its econ- 
omy. 




Murdered lawyer’s 
family settles damage 
suits against Aum cult 


TOKYO (AFP) — The 
family of a Japanese lawyer 
murdered by the Aum 
Supreme Truth cult reached 
a 543 milli on yen ($4 mil- 
lion) settlement Friday, 
court officials said. 

“We have not forgiven tbe 
dime of the Aum. In fact, 
we don’t really want to use 
the word settlement," 
Sachiyo Sakamoto, the 
mother of murdered lawyer 
■ Tsusumi. Sakamoto, told a 
news conference. 

“But we accepted the pro- 
posal to help speed up com- 
pensation payments to 
many other victims” Mrs. 
Sakamoto said. 

Although the damages 
settlement calls for the pay- 
ment of 543 milli on yen, 
the plaintiffs will receive 
less than 20 per cent of the 
amount because the Aum 
has become insolvent, 
according to a lawyer repre- 
senting the families. 

Members of the dooms- 
day cult have admitted to 
murdering Sakamoto, then 
33, his 29-year-old wife 
Satoko and tbeir one-year- 
old son Tatsuhiko in their 
home in Yokohama, south 
of Tokyo, m November 
' 1989. 

The lawyer at that time 
was supporting families 


who had lost their offspring 
to the cult, which had com- 
munes in different parts of 
the country. 

The Sakamotos had been 
reported missing for some 
six years, with police fail- 
ing to link tbe family's dis- 
appearance with the cult. 

Their bodies were recov- 
ered in mountains only after 
police raided the cult and 
arrested many of its mem- 
bers following the nerve 
gas attack on . the Tokyo 
subway „ in Marchr .1995, 
which killed. 12 and injured 
thousands. 

“It was not compensation 
that we wanted. We spend 
everyday feeling like 
screaming that we want our 
son and his family back,” 
the lawyer's mother told 
reporters. 

The parents of the lawyer 
and bis wife had filed the 
suit against tbe five Aum 
members who were 
allegedly involved in tbe 
killing, originally demand- 
ing 490 million yen in dam- 
ages. 

Some members of the 
Aum Supreme Truth sect 
have admitted releasing the 
Nazi nerve agent sarin in 
Tokyo's subways in March 
1995, killing 12 people and 
injuring thousands. 


Philippine leader orders 
kid-glove treatment on 


hostage-takers 


DAVAO, Philippines (AFP) 
— Philippine President 
JFIdel Ramos has ordered 
police to show maximum 
tolerance towards a group of 
prisoners who have taken 
five female prison staffers 
hostage, an official said 
Friday. 

Dominador Calamba. 
director of the local office of 
tbe government’s h uman 
rights commission, said he 
was told by an aide of Ml 
R amos that “the order is 
clear to let them go if they 
insist on going . out 
Definitely, there would be 
no firing against the hostage- 
takers" in order to avoid 
hurting the hostages. 

’ Eight .prisoners in tbe 
Davao Penal Colony, who 
have been convicted for 
crimes including murder, 
slipped out of their cells 
Thursday and broke into a 
reception and medical sec- 
tion of the prison, regional 
police head. Chief 
Superintendent Jose Lalisan 
said. 

The prisoners, armed with 
weapons made from iron 
bars and kitchen utensils, 
seized die five civilian work- 
ers and demanded a vehicle 
be provided for them or they 


will start killing the hostages 
one by one; 

However, they apparently 
decided not to carry out this 
threat after the government 
sent several negotiators, 
including Mr. Calamba to 
speak to them. 

Despite this, there was no 
sign that the government 
would provide them with a 
vehicle. 

. The hostage-takers, many 
of them Muslims, also made 
other demands including the 
building of a mosque in the 
prison and firing of the penal 
colony chief. Superintendent 
Jose Poblacion. 

In Manila, Justice 
Secretary SHvestre Bello 
said they had complied with 
this demand and replaced 
the Davao colony head. 

Mr. Calamba, who was 
allowed to meet with the 
hostage-takers in the penal 
colony, said the five women 
were in good condition and 
had not been harmed but 
many of than were crying 
especially when he was 
made to leave the area. 

. “We may. not see each 
other 'again,' sir,” Mr. 
Calamba quoted one of the 
sobbing women as telling 
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Pakistani 

■ 

police 
arrest key 
suspects 
in terrorist 
strikes 


LAHORE. Pakistan (AFP) 
— Pakistani police Friday 
said they have arrested key 
suspects in several terrorist 
attacks including the mas- 
sacre of 25 people in a 
graveyard shooting here two 
months ago. 

A senior official said 
police had arrested 10 peo- 
ple over the past few days in 
raids oa different hideouts. 
They include Aziz Gujjar. 
who carried a one-million- 
rupee ( about $22,000) 
reward for his head 

The official said Mr. 
Gujjar was a top activist of 
an underground Muslim 
militant group, Lashkar-i- 
Jhangvi, which has claimed 
responsibility for several 
attacks in Punjab province, 
including the murder of an 
Iranian national last year. 

Three others linked to 
Lashkar-i-Jhangvi have also 
been arrested, he said 

Galling it a “break- 
through,’' the official said be 
hoped police would succeed 
in smashing the Lashkar 
group headed by Riaz 
Basra, who remains in hid- 
ing. 

The authorities immedi- 
ately promoted three police 
officials including an 
Inspector Tariq Kamboh, 
who acting on a tip off, 
arrested Mr. Gujjar after a 
fist fight in Lahore. 

The pdlice official said 
security was tightened in 
Pdnjab and activities of sus- 
picious people were closely 
* mbnffited ’m&'the Jan. 11 ■* 
irtassaicre.of 25 people dur- 
r ihg i : Shiite religious cere- “ 
mony at Mominpura grave- 
yard here. 

Police said the accused 
had “confessed” to their role 
in several killin gs including 
the murder of a Shiite poet, 
a medical practitioner and 
government officials. 

Pakistan's most populous 
Punjab province is plagued 
by sectarian violence 
between militants of the 
Shiite and S unni extremist 
factions. 

The violence has claimed 
more than 250 lives since 
early last year. 




U-S. Secretary of State Madeleine Albright (left) exchanges bilateral documents with 
Ukrainian Foreign Minister Hennady Udovenko (right) as Ukr ainian President 
Leonid Kuchma applauds during an official signing ceremony at the Presidential 
Palace (Reuters photo) 


Indonesian students keep up 
pressure for sweeping reform 


JAKARTA (AFP) — 
Thousands of protesting stu- 
dents Friday kept up pressure 
for immediate government 
reforms during campus rallies 
around die island of Java, wit- 
nesses and police said. 

Thousands of students in the 
West Java city of Bandung 
jeered at security personnel 
preventing them from leaving 
their campuses. No incidents 
of violence or arrests were 
reported. 

In Jakarta, some 400 stu- 
dents at die Christian 
University of Indonesia staged 
a rally on campus, demanding 
reforms and Iowa* basic food 
prices, a witness said. 

- In Central Java, state univer- 
sity students in Semarang held 
a free speech forum on cam- 
pus under the tight guard of 
police and soldiers, university 
staff members said. 

The demonstrations were 
the latest in a series of escalat- 
ning student* 'allies' across the 1 
country, held to protest the ris- 
'Irig' prfces of'eS^riildl goods ‘ 
and to call for economic and 
political reform. Some of the 
rallies have also blamed 
Indonesian President Suharto 
and his government for tbe 
crisis gripping the country and 
called for the veteran leads' to 
step aside. 

An ongoing electoral assem- 
bly meeting in Jakarta is 
expected to return Mr. Suharto 
to office for a seventh consec- 
utive five-year term next 
week. Authorities have 
banned public gatherings (hir- 
ing the electoral committee 
meeting under way in Jakarta, 


but have been tolerant of stu- 
dent protests as long as they 
remain on university grounds. 

Prices of essentia] goods 
here have soared following a 
ruined harvest due to pro- 
longed drought and the drastic 
MI of the rupiah. Indonesia 
has agreed to wide-ranging 
economic reforms in return for 
a $40 billion aid package from 
the International Monetary 
Fund. But critics both here and 
abroad say die government 
has been too slow and indeci- 
sive in implementing them 

In Bandung, thousands of 
students at the state Bandung 
Institute of Technology were 
prevented from leaving their 
campus shortly before noon 
by a heavy cordon of soldiers 
and policemen. 

“The students organised a 
free speech forum inside their 
campus and wanted to take to 
the streets but security person- 
nel from tire police and tire 
■' ’ army- infantry - Nocked ■ their 
1 way,” said- Sergeanr Major 
r Suwigriy6- of the Coblong 
police, near the state universi- 
ty 

A female staff member at a 
mosque opposite the universi- 
ty said thousands of students 
from tiie institute took part in 
the protest in the West Java 
provincial capital. “They were 
shouting ‘reforms immediate- 
ly,' ‘lower prices’ and ‘the 
people will win' when they 
could not leave tbe campus. 
But after a while they went 
back in,” added the woman, 
who declined to identify her- 
self. 

Security forces have since 


reopened tire street tunning 
between the campus and (he 
mosque, she said. At the 
Christian University of 
Indonesia, hundreds of stu- 
dents marched around their 
East Jakarta campus and 
ended with a free speech 
forum to air their calls for 
reforms. 

Some of the students also 
demanded that Mr. Suharto 
resign. 

Similar rallies were also 
held at tire state Diponegoro 
University. 

‘They held a free speech 
forum at the Literature Faculty 
but they did not number very 
many.’’ a university staff 
member who identified him- 
self as Tugiman said. 

“They aired the same 

demands but it proceeded 

orderly and thev did not ven- 
* «> 

ture out of the campus as secu- 
rity was tight outside” Mr. 
Tugiman added. 1 

Tbs campus was trie-site ear- 
lier tins week of similar rallies 
held to demand tbe govern- 
ment lower prices and engage 
in comprehensive reforms. 

Tbe state Gajah Mada 
University in Yogyakaita, 
where a two-kilometre long 
march of students and teach- 
ers clamoured for reforms, 
was quiet Friday, a university 
staff member said by tele- 
phone. 

Nor were any activities 
reported on tbe two main cam- 
puses in Surabaya, East Java, 
where large rallies were 
staged earlier this week. 


Jordan , Clinton at centre stage of sex scandal probe 
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WASHINGTON (R) — 

Details of President Bill 
Clinton's sworn story of his 
relationship with Monica 
Lewinsky leaked out Thursday 
as his friend Vernon Jordan tes- 
tified for a second day before 
the grand jury investigating the 
White House sex scandal. 

In another development, Ms. 
Lewinsky's Lawyer William 
Ginsbuig showed up at the 
courthouse where the probe is 
unfolding to argue his 24-year- 
old client should be imm une 
from prosecution in return for 
her cooperation. 

Sources familiar with the 
case said Me Ginsburg, inde- 
pendent Counsel Kenneth Starr 
and associates spent more than 
five hours before chief U.S. 
district Judge Norma Holloway 
Johnson in a closed bearing 
that could decide if Ms. 
Lewinsky win undergo grand 
jury questioning. 

It was believed to be die first 
time Mr. Ginsburg has been to 
the courthouse and only the 
third known time that Counsel 
Stair has been there during the 
6-week-old investigation. 

Afterwards. Counsel Starr's 
prosecutors and Mr. Ginsburg 
declined comment on the out- 
come. “We have no statement 
whatsoever regarding the grand 
jury and what was going on 
before the judge.” Mn 
Ginsburg said as he left the 
courthouse. 

Counsel Stair’s grand jury' is 
probing allegations that Me 
Clinton bad sex with Ms. 
Lewinsky and enlisted Mr. 
Jordan, his close friend and 
trusted advisee in an effort to 
get tiie young woman to jam in 
a cover-up. Mr. Clinton and 
Mr. Jordan both deny the alle- 


gations. 

When Me. Jordan finished his 
testimony, he reiterated' pub- 
licly that he had never encour- 
aged Ms. Lewinsky to lie, or 
helped her find a job for silence 
about her links to Ml Clinton. 

That's the truth. That’s the 
whole truth. That’s nothing but 
the truth,” Ml Jordan said from 
tbe courthouse steps. 

While helping Ms. Lewinsky 
get a lawyer and find a job, be 
said, T did not in any way tell 
her or encourage her to lie. And 
secondly ... my efforts to find 
bo 1 a job were not a quid-pro- 
quo for tbe affidavit that she 
signed” denying having had 
sex with Mr. Clinton. 

Mr. Jordan, a veteran of tire 
Black Civil Rights movement 
and now one of the most pow- 
erful lawyers in Washington, 
quoted the Apostle Paul in 
summarising his testimony. 

T have fought a good fight- 1 
have finished my course. I have 
kept tiie faith, and we will see 
what time will tell us,” he said, 
adding that he did not know 
whether he would be called 
back for more questioning. 

Ml Jordan’s testimony was 
largely eclipsed by a bombshell 
sideshow development — the 
Washington Post’s front-page 
publication of the most detailed 
account yet of Ml Clinton’s 
Jan. 17 deposition in a lawsuit 
at the heart of the controversy, 
the Paula Jones sexual harass- 
ment case. 

In the deposition, according 
to the Post, Mr. Clinton flatly 
denied under oath he had a sex- 
ual relationship with Ms. 
Lewinsky, and said it was his 
secretary who initiated efforts 
to help the former White House 

intern find a job. 


Mr. Clinton acknowledged 
exchanging gifts with the 
young woman, said she visited 
his office on perhaps five occa- 
sions and also said they might 
have been alone together, the 
newspaper said. 

Mr. Clinton said Ms. 
Lewinsky gave him a tie and a 
book, and he Nought her sou- 
venirs from his Massachusetts 
vacation place, Martha's 
Vineyard. He did not dispute 
that he might have also given 
hex a hat pin. a gold brooch and 
Walt Whi tman poetry. 

During a picture-taking ses- 
sion at the White House, Mr. 
Clinton again refused to 
answer questions about his 
relationship with Ms. 
Lewinsky, saying it would be 
“against the law” to do so 
because a court order kept him 
from commenting. “Somebody 
in this case ought to follow the 
law,” he said. 

In fact, Mr. Clinton is not 
legally barred from talking 
about what he said in the depo- 
sition. Only lawyers involved 
in the case are covered by a gag 
order. 

In tbe five-hour deposition, 
the president also acknowl- 
edged be talked with Mr. 
Jordan about efforts to find a 
new job for Ms. Lewinsky, but 
said it was his secretary, Betty 
Currie, who had initiated the 
career help, the Post reported. 

Mr Jordan's lawyer Bill 
Hundley said there was “no 
question” Ms. Cunie acted on 
Mr. Clinton's b ehalf. Asked if 
Mr. Jordan knew from the start 
about Mr. Clinton’s relation- 
ship with Ms. Lewinsky, be 
handily said: “No. but he did 
ask the $64,000 question ... foe 
president said no and Jordan 


believed him.” 

Since the account of Mr. 
Clinton's deposition largely 
supported previous denials of 
misconduct, there was immedi- 
ate speculation foe Post article 
was a strategic leak by foe 
White House or Mr Clinton's 
private attorneys, David 
Kendall and Robert BeonetL 

White House spokesman 
Mike McCuny “specifically 
and categorically” denied foe 
Mr. Clinton camp was behind 
iL Mr Bennett said Mr. 
Clinton’s legal team would ask 
the courts to punish those 
responsible. 

“Tbe releasing of the deposi- 
tion, the leaking of it, was a 
reprehensible and unethical act 
by the antagonists of the presi- 
dent It showed great disrespect 
for chief Judge Johnson, who's 
handling one aspect of this — 
the grand jury aspect — (and) it 
showed great disrespect for 
Judge Susan Webber Wright, 
who placed this deposition 
under seal," Mr. Bennett said. 

Judge Wright is presiding 
over the Jones lawsuit, which 
will go to trial in Utile Rock. 
Arkansas, on May 27. It was 
digging by lawyers for Mrs. 
Jones that uncovered the 
Qinton-Lewinsky link. 

Counsel Starr in a statement 
late in the day denied any 
involvement in the leak. “We 
categorically deny that we 
were either directly or indirect- 
ly the source of the story” he 
sard. 

In foe deposition, taken by 
Mrs. Jones' attorneys with Mrs. 
Jones herself present, Mr. 
Clinton again denied that he 
asked Mis. Jones for oral sex in 
an Arkansas Hotel room in 
1991, foe Post said. 


Albright urges students to 
nurture Ukrainian democracy 


KIEV (AFP) — U.S. 
Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright Friday 
encouraged Kiev university 
students to vote in upcom- 
ing legislative elections, 
saying active participation 
would help “nurture democ- 
racy." 

Mrs. Albright, making a 
brief visit to Kiev as pan of 
a whirlwind European tour, 
told around 100 students at 
Kyi-Mohoyla University 
that “America will stand 
with you but only you can 
insist on economic reforms 
and a free press.” 

Making her first official 
visit to LTkraine, she said: 
“The elections coming up 
are very important. 
Participation in the elec- 
tions is an essential part of 
the democratic process. 

Tt should not take too 
long for Ukraine to become 
a fully democratic market 
system, but what is compli- 
cated is keeping the system 


going,” she said, adding: “It 
requires your daily care.” 

In response to students’ 
questions Mrs. Albright 
reaffirmed Washington’s 
position that “NATO is 
open to all democracies and 
free market economies,” but 
added that “it is important 
for Ukraine to have good 
relations with Russia." 
which bitterly opposes 
Kiev’s membership of the 
Western defence alliance. 

During a meeting with 
Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin last week. Ukrainian 
President Leonid Kuchma 
ruled out an application for 
NATO membership by 
Kiev, a senior Kremlin offi- 
cial said. 

Mrs. Albright arrived in 
Ukraine early Friday for 
brief talks with Mr. Kuchma 
and government officials 
before flying onto Rome as 
part of a European tour. 

The LT.S. secretary' of state 
was expected to put pres- 


sure on Kiev to pull out of a 
contract to build a nuclear 
power station in Iran, and 
raise U.S. concerns about 
the investment climate in 

Ukraine and urge the 
authorities to settle a num- 
ber of disputes with U.S. 
firms. 

After Rome, Paris. 
Cologne in Germany, 
London. Madrid and 
Ottawa will be her next 
stops. 

In Rome, Mrs. Albright 
will have talks Saturday 
with Pope John Paul II and 
Italian Foreign .Minister 
Lamberto Dini. 

The stalled Middle East 
peace talks. Iraqi weapons 
inspections and the situation 
in Kosovo will be on the 
agenda in Mrs. Albright’s 
talks with Dini. 

At the Vatican, Mrs. 
Albright will discuss Cuba 
with the Pope after his visit 
there in January. There have 
been recent signs of a thaw 


in the decades of extremely 
chilly relations between 
Washington and Havana. 

Sunday will be a heavy 
day for Albright who will be 
in Paris, Cologne and 
London. 

In London, she will attend 
a meeting late Monday of 
the “contact group” of 
Britain, France, Germany, 
Italy, Russia and the United 
States on Yugoslavia and its 
former components . 

The State Department also 
confirmed Thursday that 
Mrs. Albright would spend 
several hours in Madrid 
Monday to discuss Iraq with 
Spanish Foreign Minister 
Abel Matutes. 

In Canada, her last stop, 
Mrs. Albright will discuss 
Iraq and other major inter- 
national issues but also 
bilateral issues like disputes 
over salmon fishing in the 
Pacific. 

She is expected back in 
Washington Tuesday. 


Sri Lanka arrests bus-bomb owner as toll reaches 37 


COLOMBO (AFP) — Sri 
Lanka arrested foe Tamil 
woman owner of the bus used in 
a suicide bombing that killed 37 
people here as policemen who 
tried to stop it were rewarded for 
bravery, officials said Friday. 

Police made an early break- 
through by detaining foe owner; 
Pushpa, and the male conductor 
Kan chan, who were taken in at 
foe eastern town of Eravur 280 
kilometres from here, officials 
said 

Tbe original owner had sold 
it about two years ago and left 
the country but we managed to 
get at foe present owners 
because the vehicle engine seri- 
al number was available 
although foe bus went to 
smithereens," an official said 

Tbe defence ministry said foe 
bus was driven by a suicide 
cadre or a Black Tiger of the 
separatist Liberation Tigers of 
Tfcmil Eelam (LITE) which is 
battling for an independent 


homeland in the island's north- 
east. 

Officials said police 
Subinspector NA.R. Reran was 
promoted and given a reward of 
300,000 rupees (S5,000) Friday' 
for pursuing the bus and forcing 
it to a halt before it managed to 
hit an undisclosed VIP targeL 

Mr. Perm had chased the bus 
for about a kilometre when the 
driver failed to stop alter a traffic 
accident a short distance from 
where the explosion occurred 

“If not for his action to pursue, 
foe bus would have reached its 
intended target and caused more 
damage.” a police spokesman 
said adding Ml Perm was 
about to book the driver of the 
bus when the bomb went off in 
heavy traffic. 

Mr. Penan survived the explo- 
sion but two other constables 
were killed as they approached 
the bus in bumper-to-bumper 
traffic Thursday dining the 
lunch rash hour. 


The two constables were also 
posthumously promoted and 
their families given half a mil- 
lion rupees ($82100) in compen- 
sation, police said 
At least 260 people were 
wounded and most motorists 
died trapped in their vehicles. 
Thirty two people died on 
Thursday and the toll rose to 37 
by Friday afternoon, doctors 
said Two school girls were 
among those killed 
The carnage on foe streets 
prompted Transport Minister 
AHM. Fbwzie to announce foe 
authorities will now consider foe 
security implications of massive 
traffic jams. 

‘There will have to be some 
sweeping restrictions on the 
number of private vehicles 
entering the city,” a transport 
ministry spokesman quoted the 
minister 'as saying ai a meeting 
with officials Thursday. 

m 

At . least 40 vehicles were 
damaged when the explosives- 


packed bus was detonated by a 
suicide bomber in foe commer- 
cial area of Maradana during foe 
lunch-time rush hour. 

Traffic congestion in this city 
of one million people is com- 
pounded by the closure of sever- 
al roads leading to key institu- 
tions or homes of VIPs vulnera- 
ble to Tamil Tiger guerrilla 
attacks. 

Police and fire fighters cleared 
the debris from the bomb site at 
foe busy Maradana intersection 
and opened the area for traffic 
Friday morning as two investi- 
gating units were set up to probe 
foe blast 

There was no reaction from 
the LTTE to the bomb attack 
and foe group’s latest press 
release sent to news agencies 
here Friday made no reference 
to the bus bombing 

It instead accused the airforce 
of bombing a Roman Catholic 
church in the north foe country 
Tuesday. 


We invite you to the place of honor 
on the new RJ Crown Class. 
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Starting March 1st, we'll toll out the red carpet 

for business travelers on our new "Crown Class". 

On the ground, well pamper you with check in and advanced 
seating services. Our refurbished CIP lounges are luxuriously 
equipped for your added pleasure. You’ll find fax and Internet 
facilities for your business needs. Inflight, indulge in First Class 
service. Stretch out on enraspadous seats. Relax with your new 
Personalized Video System, featuring a choke of 15 international 
hit films. On the ground and onboard, the new RJ Crown Class 
is an invaluable experience. 

* Available on Europe. North America and the Far East nxnes. 
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Right step 
to combat crime 

THE RECENT establishment of a family protection 
unit at the police department is a milestone in the 
drive to prevent crime against society’s most vulner- 
able groups: women and children. A br ainchil d of 
His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the new 
unit was launched last September with little fanfare, 
but with considerable appreciation from sociologists, 
criminologists and human rights activists. The unit is 
now campaigning to bring attention to its aims and 
endeavours, especially among those most affected by 
abuse and exploitation within the family. 

It is no secret that violence in tbe country has 
increased at a disturbing pace over the past few 
years. Criminologists attribute this rise in crime, 
especially within the family, to socio-economic fac- 
tors like poverty and unemployment Domestic vio- 
lence like rape, incest and other sexual or physical 
abuse of children and women, though, could be 
attributed to more complex causes to do with moder- 
nity that has hit a society still patriarchal in nature 
and oppressive by extension. Tbe dynamics of mod- 
ernisation has made our lifestyle more complex. Bnt 
our legal system has failed to keep pace. How to 
maintain a balance between tbe dictates of progress, 
and the need for civility, compassion and respect for 
human life is something that is taxing the brains of 
sociologists and psychologists. 

A peculiar feature of domestic violence in oar 
country is the so-called crimes of honour, which take 
the lives of no less than 30 women every year. Social 
workers have yet to come op with an effective reme- 
dy to this affliction and attribute itin part to outdat- 
ed societal values and official tolerance. Lenient sen- 
tences, and the absence of an official policy^ or cam- 
paign against these crimes are among the principal 
causes of their continuation. Officials, community 
leaders and NGOs need to speak out against these 
crimes in order to influence social mores. As long as 
the government remains silent, and the courts keep 
on handing down lenient punishments or enter into 
plea bargaining with suspects at the expense of the 
right of the individual, then there can be no solution 
to the problem. 

As we commend the establishment of the new 
police unit in the capital, we hope that similar cen- 
tres will be established elsewhere in the country, so 
that the maximum number of victims can benefit 
from the service. Easy access to these units is the 
mainstay of the success of their mission. All 
Jordanians, wherever they live, must be able to make 
use of the service. This cannot be so without the pro- 
liferation of offices everywhere in the country. 


ARABIC’ PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Ai RaTs Hussein Abu Rumman called on tbe Arab 
countries to capitalise on the positive developments in 
the Middle East over the past two weeks and to meet at 
the summit level in order to direct attention towards 
ending Israel's occupation of Arab territories. The 
writer said that in the past two weeks the danger of a 
military strike on Iraq has vanished, Turkey has 
expressed desire to open a new chapter in relations with 
Syria and Iraq, and the Lebanese resistance has forced 
the Israeli government to declare its desire to withdraw 
from southern Lebanese territory. But in tbe 
Palestinian lands, said the writer, the Israeli gover nme nt 
has not relented, is going ahead with plans to build set- 
tlements and does not want to implement the peace 
accords with the Palestinians. What the Arabs are 
required to do. he said, is to involve France, China and 
Russia in the peace making process on the one hand and 
launch a worldwide diplomatic offensive in order to 
force Israel to abide by the international legitimacy and 
implement U.N. resolutions on tbe other. The writer 
said this can best be achieved through an Arab summit 
meeting which would help remove lingering differ- 
ences among Arab countries and pool their efforts 
towards saving the Palestinian people from occupation. 

Al Arab AI Yawm’s Muwaffaq Mahadin said that 
Like Britain, the U.S. is currently witnessing a decline 
and a phased shrinking of its empire. The U.S. was 
forced to refrain from launching aggression on Iraq 
despite its massing of an armada of warships and war 
planes because the world stood fast in its face prevent- 
ing it from committing its crime, he said. America’s 
closest ally. Israel, was forced to accept the idea of 
withdrawing from Lebanese territory under the pres- 
sure of the resistance forces, Libya won the case against 
the U.S. in the Lockerbie affair at the International 
Court of Justice, the Arab countries which supported 
Washington in the 1991 war on Iraq have opposed its 
new crime on the Iraqis, and the Arab countries are 
showing signs of coming together to stop the U.S.'s 
continued hegemony on the Arab World, according to 
the writer. It is true that the U.S. remains the sole super- 
power. he said, but moves by Russia, China, France 
and Japan are making it difficult for Washington to 
manoeuvre at will, and most nations are showing grow- 
ing anger at U.S. arrogance and its double standard 
policies. 


U.S. facing dilemma on direct dealing with Iraq 


BRUCE RIEDEL, the U.S. national security advisor, 
revealed more about U.S. policy objectives than official 
spokesmen usually care to, or care to admit. Last 
Wednesday, the United States Information Service, in a 
professional, clever initiative, was kind enough to host 
Riedel in Amman for a television interview during which 
he dearly defined the strategic interests of his country. 
Though the State Department has not yet announced its 
stand officially, no doubt. His Majesty King Hussein’s 
effort to initiate a dialogue between the U.S. and Iraq is 
the centrepiece of the Monarch’s upcoming talks with 
U.S. President Bill Clinton. But there is skepticism of 
Washington's mood to accept the initiative in the spirit 
and meaning it is intended. The King and HRH Crown 
Prince Hassan have been calling for such a dialogue since 
the very beginning of the Gulf crisis, and Washington 
strategists, including former President George Bush, 
were not exactly enthusiastic about the idea if only 
because discussing the real issues with the Iraqi leader- 
ship did not suit American policies and its approach to 
the Middle East at that time. Destruction of Iraq as a mil- 
itary power in the region was one of the objectives of 
Washington's policy, or rather, as Riedel put it, “Iraq is a 
repeat offender that has to be disarmed.” 

Having largely achieved that purpose, the question that 
now faces the U.S. is whether the time is opportune for a 
dialogue with Baghdad. 

From what we have heard from our officials, Clinton 
did not reject the idea out of hand when the King pro- 
posed it at the height of the recent crisis over U.N. 
inspection of Iraq's weapons programme, but what has 
not been heard in response is much encouragement from 
die White House press spokesman on Thursday. One can 
only hope that his statements, which are neither “a red no 
or a green yes,’' are an indication that Washington is 
keeping an amber open mind to study and evaluate the 
pros and cons. 

Still, what is required is a calculated guess at how 
American chinking would be in terms of fine-tuning 
Washington's determination to assume a key role in Iraqi 
politics. Whether the Arabs and Iraqis like it or not, we 
can discern, a dedicated pattern of U.S. behaviour aimed 
at determining the future of Iraq. Recent calls from U.S. 


senators, as well as the national security advisor, that 
Washington set the ouster of Saddam Hussein as Iraqi 
president are clear signal of a part of Washington politi- 
cians' thinking. Given those mounting calls, is it possible 
that Clinton, already facing serious problems with 
Congress over many issues, might be wilting to entertain 
the idea of dealing with Saddam Hussein with a view to 
ending the crisis once and for all? 

However, the reality remains that tbe U.S., despite its 
reported efforts and campaigns', has been unable to topple 
the regime in Baghdad, and it will remain that way for the 
foreseeable future unless nature plays its mysterious 
hand in the affair. That is. of course, assuming the present 
situation suits U.S. strategies and policies well enough 
and serves American political and economic interests. 
Hypothesising there was no Saddam Hussein in Iraq, the 
United States could uot have that “convenient” a stran- 
glehold on all Arab oil fields in the Gulf, nor could U.S. 
troops stay in the region and scare Tehran into “moderate 
Khatami political stands.” But can Washington afford to 
let the situation continue for many years and shoulder the 
consequences of a troubled Middle East region. 

Jordan, being in the middle of the crisis from the day 
Iraq entered Kuwait in August 1990, has always called 
for dialogue to replace confrontation. But no one was 
willing to listen including Saddam Hussein himself, 
who, in fact, did not have the courtesy to return the 
King's telephone calls, and it was the people of Jordan 
who paid a dear price for their principled stands and posi- 
tions which were very conveniently misinterpreted as 
representing an endorsement of Iraq’s actions. 

Jordan’s position could not have been made clearer 
when, upon die defection of Hussein Kamel to Amman in 
August 1995, the King and Crown Prince exerted an 
effort by calling on Washington to make it known how it 
intended to deal with Iraq: If tbe idea is to remove 
Saddam Hussein, then why not go about it through open 
means and get it over with the same maimer and fashion 
Washington dealt with Panama. If the U.S. is not inclined 
to do that, then it should accept reality and deal with the 
present regime in Baghdad, as well as move, through 
diplomatic means, towards a dialogue similar to that 
which U.S. Ll Col. Oliver North used to conduct with 


Ayatollah Khomeini’s men, or a continuation of tbe same 
dial ogue that Washington had had with Baghdad in the 
late 80s during the final stages of the Iran-Iraq war.. 

Obviously, Jordanian calls are not intended as an open 
challenge to U.S. policies in the Middle East. Therefore, 
we axe surprised to see some circles resorting to biding 
behind ambiguous interpretations of UN. Security 
Council resolutions which, judging &om what we have 
seen so far, are designed to prolong the crisis rather than 

restore normalcy to the region. 

That Washington has recognised that the best means to 

resolve the problem is dialogue with tbe Baghdad regime 
on the basis of international legitimacy and all related 
norms and practices that guide relations between the two 
countries, and Arab public opinion sees military action is 
not tbe answer and would lead to increased rejection of 
Washington's double standard policies, Washington and 
the world co mmuni ty will benefit from a stable region. 

So far, recent developments contributed to rehabilitat- 
ing, Baghdad in Egyptian, Syrian and three Gulf capitals. 
Moreover. Saddam Hussein was glorified in Arab streets. 
Nothing could have brought forth the new Saddam 
Hussein, tbe way he has always been hoping for, like tbe 
British- American threats and bombers. 

Dealing with Israel which refuses Security Council 
Resolution 425 on Lebanon, and Iraq, which announced 
total compliance with resolution 1154 should have 
moved a reluctant Clinton administration to see dialogue 
as the means to resolve the crisis. What happens next? 

Wifi the White House move to ease congressional 
opposition to dealing with tbe Saddam Hussein regime? 
Can it accept telling the American public that after all it 
might be a good idea to launch a dialogue with a regime 
and people which have been cleverly dehumanised and 
demonised by tbe U.S. media to the extent that a majori- 
ty of Americans, at the moment, would not even mind if 
the U.S. decided to nuke Iraq? 

But what is more surprising is that U.S. Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright came out to announce on 
Thursday that Washington has no diplomatic plan to 
solve the logjam in the area, creating the impression that 
Arabs understand only the political language of Stealth 
bombers and Cruise missiles. 


U.S. commentators run the gamut on critiques of Annan performance 


By George S. ffishmeh 

WASHINGTON — The reverberations from 
die U.N.-brokered deal with Iraq's Saddam 
Hussein allowing unrestricted UN. arms 
inspections continue to come from both sides 
of the U.S. political spectrum, often offering 
the Clinton administration more bite than it 
can chew. 

While tbe Iraqi situation remains in a hold- 
ing pattern pending the renewal of tbe UN. 
inspections, opinion makers are engaged in a 
battle royal over bow the capable U.N. secre- 
tary general Kofi Annan, managed to pull off 
such an unprecedented deal — a signed docu- 
ment — with the regime of tbe feared Iraqi 
strongman on “free and unfettered” inspec- 
tions of alleged weapon sites. 

Mary McGroiy. the uncrowned doyen of 
Washington columnists, dismissed the criti- 
cism by these ‘know nothings” and wrote, 
“You might think that the fire breathers on the 
(Capitol) Hill would overlook Annan's polite 
words about Saddam Hussein — speaking 
well of a host is common in all etiquette — 
considering that Annan was doing fixr the rest 
of tbe world what it could not do for itself” 

Tbe trashing — McGrory’s word — of 
Annan by tbe Republican leadership was 
echoed by the outlandish advocacy by other 
conservatives, some of whom were aides of 
former President George Bush. 

Zairaay Khalilzari, who served as undersec- 
retary of defence in the Bush administration 
and is at present with the Rand Corporation, 
contributed an article to the respected Wall 
Street Journal which appeared under the head- 
line, “It’s Not Too Late to Topple Saddam.” 

He said past U.S. efforts to help the divided 
Iraqi opposition to the tune of roughly $100 
million “while well-intentioned, were flawed.” 
The money was apparently spent mostly on 


“public relations and propaganda, and not mil- 
itary aid." 

Khalilzari proposed a five-point programme 
that would encourage the establishment of a 
broad-based opposition “including Kurds, 
Shiite Muslims and Sunni Muslims” which 
would, in time, be encouraged to form a provi- 
sional government. Economic and political 
support as well as military assistance including 
“training, intelligence and equipment such as 
antitank . weapons" must be provided from 
Iraqi frozen assets bens. A “Radio Free Iraq” 
to underinine Saddam’s legitimacyis neces- 
sary, be said. 

The former Bush aide advocated U.S. coor- 
dination with its regional allies like Tbifcey, 
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia 4 just as it backed the 
Afghan people against the Soviet occupation 
of the 1980s.” 

He reasoned: “Then, too, many critics 

argued that the Afghans were too divided and 
the Soviets too strong for die strategy to work. 
They woe wrong, ju st as critics of 'rollback' 
are wrong today." 

Tbe publisher of the conservative Weekly 
Standard and a former State Department offi- 
cial W illiam Kristol arid Robert Kagan 
respectively, summarised the views of the 
detractors in tbe Washington Post 

“It is clearer now than ever that there are 
only two real choices: ever more Kofi Annan- 
style concessions* leading eventually to the full 
emancipation of Saddam, or a serious politi- 
cal-military strategy to remove Saddam and 
his regime. And let’s not kid ourselves: In any 
such political-military strategy, the military 
element is central. Unless we are willing to 
live in a world where everyone has to do busi- 
ness with Saddam and his weapons of mass 
destruction, we need to be w illing to use air 
power and ground troops to get rid of him.” 

Even tbe more sober Washington Post said 


the merits of the Annan agreement have been 
“greatly exaggerated” by administration advo- 
cates. 

In its lead editorial March 2, the paper how- 
ever underlined the “unattractive options” fac- 
ing tbe Clinton administration and suggested 
the Annan deal only offers some time to devel- 
op “a strategy that might leave the United 
States in a better position if, as seems likely, 
Saddam Hussein tests the UN. resolve.” 

Jbe options enumerated by varipus experts 
summarised e&torialfy were: 1 J . 

; “ rr . A-jbKc y .sedting^-Saddam^HusseiDV 
r removal 'from power because “eveiTif inspec- 
tors could comfortably certify the nation 99 
per cent anthrax-free, Iraq could have the 
wherewithal and technical expertise to 
rebuild.” 

— A large scale commitment of U.S. ground 
troops could guarantee Saddam Hussein’s 
dovmfall This option rests on the premise that 
tbe Iraqi leader's grip on power is “shakier 
now than in the past and that his people are 
ready co turn against him, his arme d forces are 
weak and demoralised” 

— Containment is the option of those who 
feel that “as long as Saddam Hussein knows be 
would face massive retaliation, he would not 
use his weapons of mass destruction.” 
Proponents of this policy advocate better rela- 
tions with Iran and support of anti-Hussein 
dements “short of full commitment.” 
Drawbacks to containment are said to include 
“the danger of ceding the initiative to Saddam 
Hussein” who can force the United States to 
maintain a large and expensive military force 
in tbe region, and “as he has twice done in the 
past four months, choose his time and method 
to provoke a crisis." 

There are no easy choices, the Post conced- 
ed But, it concluded, “to many the rhetoric of 
removal — by likening Saddam Hussein to 


Hitler and wanting of the imminent threat be 
represents — to a policy of containment can 
only undermine U.S. credibility.” 

The Los Angeles Times took a similar line 
proposing building “as broad a coalition as 
possible in support of future military action, 
should that be needed” It added: “Iraq 
escaped the fire this time. Next time could 
well be different” 

In a lengthy retrospective on the stand-off 
with Iraq, the Washington Post provided read- 
'■ -ers an amazing eye-opener on the inner work- 
ings of tbe Clinton administration. 

The article said that as T “the confrontation 
neared the brink last month, according to 
many participants, the misgivings of the presi- 
dent and his national security team grew in 
tandem with the intensity of their threats.” 
However, it added that Clinton's senior 
advisers insist that Clinton did not “waiver 
from ins decision” to launch the strikes if the 
Iraqi leader failed to halt the obstruction of the 
UN. inspectors — “and add that he remains 
committed to do so if tbe crisis resumes.” 
Several advisers explained, according to the 
Post, that Clinton’s “foreboding grew as he 
focused on the costs and the risks of a bomb- 
ing campaign.” Hence, his embrace of the 
Kofi Annan mission to Baghdad. 

The article' concluded: “And what strikes 
many of the president's advisers is that tbe 
next round with Saddam Hussein wifi begin 
exactly where the last one left off: another 
probe, another threat another struggle to chan- 
nel domestic and international support for mil- 
itary force. ‘God knows what's going to hap- 
pen,’ said a high-ranking administration offi- 
cial ‘That’s our position.' 




The writer is a Washington-based free 
lance journalist He contributed this article 
to the Jordan Times. 


Routes to take in Iraq crisis aftermath take on various shades 


Reviewed by Elia Nasrallah 

THE LOCAL dailies last week com- 
mented on His Majesty King 
Hussein's moves to end tbe U.S.- 
Iraqi confrontation, tbe situation in 
the region following the U-N.-Iraqi 
accord, the Israeli government’s poli- 
cies and Jordanian domestic affairs. 

Al Arab AI Yawm's Taher Adwan 
described King Hussein’s efforts to 
bring about direct Iraqi-U.S. dialogue 
as tbe most appropriate approach 
towards defusing the tension in the 
Arab region on a permanent basis. 
The UN. secretary general is to be 
commended for defusing the tension 
through his efforts that resulted in the 
conclusion of the accord on arms 
inspection, but tbe King's efforts are 
designed to find a lasting settlement, 
said tbe writer. Furthermore the 
Turkish initiative to bring about 
peace between Iraq on the one hand 
and the neighbouring Arab states on 
tbe other complements the King's 
drive towards a lasting peace, noted 
the writer. He said it is hoped that the 
Arab League will take its own initia- 
tive and start moves towards ending 
the sanctions on the Iraqi people and 
close the Gulf crisis for good. 

Al Ra’i daily said the King's visits 
to Oman and the United Arab 
Emirates marked the beginning of his 
drive to reconcile Iraq with the rest of 
the Arab countries and return it to the 
Arab fold- The King's initiative to 


bring about a dialogue between Iraq 
and the U.S. aims at achieving a last- 
ing peace in tbe Gulf, the paper said. 
The King's current efforts assume 
significance coming in tbe aftermath 
of tbe UN. -Iraq accord that defused 
tension and moved away die spectre 
of war and devastation from tbe 
region, said tbe paper Turkey’s sup- 
port of the King’s efforts and 
Ankara's plans to reconcile the coun- 
tries of tbe region should win support 
from all Arab countries if they wish 
to see their region enjoying a lasting 
peace, the paper said. 

Raja Al Issa of Al Ra’i discussed 
tbe Arab countries’ shipments of food 
and medicine to tbe Iraqi people, say- 
ing the growing number of air ship- 
ments and the flight of Arab coun- 
tries' aircraft to Baghdad in the past 
week indicate the Arab states .deter- 
mination to see the sanctions lifted 
and offer seriously needed assistance 
to tbe Iraqi people, said tbe writer. 
This “air bridge,” sad the writer, 
shows that the UN. Sanctions 
Committee has finally realised that 
the Iraqi people are suffering and also 
means that the Arab states have start- 
ed to realise that the U S. is the 
aggressor bent on killing foe Arab 
people and imposing hegemony on 
their territories. What is needed, said 
the writer, is a concerted effort- by 
Arab leaders to press the UN. into 
lifting the sanctions. Such an endeav- 
our, if actuated, he said, will translate 
into significant support for King 


Hussein's initiative to end tbe danger 
of war posed to die Gulf region. 

THE WEEK 
IN PRINT 


Al Ra’i’s Fahed Fanek addressed 
what he described as Britain's hostile 
attitude towards the Arab countries. 
He accused London of being behind 
the American escalation of tension in 
the Arab region and tbe American 
threats to Baghdad. Britain has a long 
history of conspiracy against die 

Arabs since foe Great Arab Revolt of 
1916 when it defaulted on its promises 
to the Arabs and offered tbe Jews a 
national homeland in Palestine, giv- 
ing than land that belongs to tbe 
Arab Nation, Dr. Fanek said. He said, 
in 1990 Britain, under a conservative 
government, encouraged tbe 
American administration to launch 
war on Iraq, and in 1998 the Labour 
government of Britain openly incited 
U.S. President Bill Clinton to use 
force against Iraq. In fact Britain has 
been leading an international conspir- 
acy not only against the Arabs but 
also against the peace loving nations. 
He added that Britain continues to act 
against the interests of the developing 
nations and continues to draw the 
hostility and hatred of their people. 

Salah Jarrar. also of Al Ra’i, 
warned that another round of U.S.- 


P 

led Western war on tbe Arabs and 
M uslims is imminen t. He called cm 
tbe Arabs to be ready, adding that U.S 
forces are still th reatening fraq. Jarrar 
said foe Western world, in particular 
tbe U.S., does not want to see foe 
Arabs rising against oppression or 
undertaking measures to strengthen 
their intrinsic power to confront 
IsraeL The UJ3. is in the Middle East 
to rain bombs on fraq and to test its 
weapons on the Arabs and ai the 
same time Its forces are besieging not 
only fraq but- all the Gulf states, 
according to the writer. He said the 
Western countries waste no time 
searching for an excuse to attack Iraq 
and keep tbe Arabs weak and in dis- 
array, and they aze definitely prepar- 
ing for an imminent miltary strike. 
The writer said the Arabs ought to 
take the initiative to solve the Iraqi 
issue, and the Arab League has a duty 
to reconcile Baghdad with the rest of 
the Arab capitals in order to thwart 
U.S. conspiracies. 

Another Al Ra’i writer, Mahmoud 
Rimawi, said the Israeli government, 
which continues to occupy Syrian, 
Palestinian and Lebanese te rrito ries, 
is trying to deceive the world of its 
false intention of ending its p resence 
in Lebanon. Israel is atwdimg condi- 
tions to its withdrawal from sniutw*^ 
Lebanon, but UN. Security Council 
Resolution 425 does not provide for 
any terms except Israel’s uncondi- 
tional pull-out. said the writer: The 
present Israeli government’s diplo- 


matic offensive is Europe, Rimawi 
said, is designed to deceive foe world 
community into believing that foe 
Jewish state is inclined towards peace 
with its Arab neighbours and waits to 
withdraw its forces from Lebanon. 
But, he said, Israel aims to hold on to 
foe Syrian Golan Heights and foe 
Palestinian territories in defiance of 
foe UN. and hs resolutions. Syria 
and Lebanon should not merely 
reject the Israeli offer but they ought 
to demand that Israel unconditionally 
withdraw its forces from all occupied 
Arab lands. 

According to Sultan Haitab of Al 
Ra’i, hie Arabs should not leave the 
Palestinians alone to face Israel's 
oppressive measures and should not 
satisfy themselves by saying that the 
Palestine liberation Organisation is 
the sole authority that should handle 
tbe destiny of foie Palestinian people. 
The Arab leaders realise that the 
Palestinian leadership is weak and 
cannot withstand the Israeli military 
and political hegemony and therefore 
is not in a position to achieve foe 
aspired Palestinian national objec- 
tives, Hattab said. Tbe writer said the 
Arab leaders should not suffice them- 
selves by giving the Palestinians lip 
service and thus providing support in 
word rather than deed but should 
work together to bring about world- 
wide pressure on Israel to force it to 
end its occupation of Palestinian ter- 
es. 
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Syria 


a planned economy? 


The Political Economy of 
Syria under Assad 
By Volker Perthes 
London-New York: LB. Thu- 
ds, 1997, 298 pages 

m s 

ANYONE visiting Syria in the 
mid-80s was surely struck by 
the drastically rising prices, fre- 
quent and long-lasting electrici- 
ty cuts, and shortages of the 
most basic goods. The Political 
Economy of Syria examines the 
policies that lay behind this cri- 
sis, as well as the measures that 

have led to its alleviation. This 
book is outstanding because die 
author steeis' clear of the two 
extremes which one often 
encounters in -studies of Syria. 
Perthes does not uncritically 
echo official claims or data; nor 
does he simply decry Ba’athist 
policy without regard for the 
conditions that have framed it. 
Instead, we rind careful evalua- 
tion of existing data and acade- 
mic research from a variety of 
sources, reinforced by inter- 
views Perthes hims elf conduct- 
ed with Syrian state and party 
officials, businessmen, industri- 
alists, unionists and others, dur- 
ing his extended stay in the 


country. 

One of Perthes’ major theses 
is that Syria’s economic trans- 
formation has been largely a 
result of independent political 
decision- making on the part of 
the leadership. However, he 
demolishes the myth that Syria 
is a country closed to the out- 
side world (though the initial 
period of Ba'athist rule was 
heading in that direction). 
“From the time of Assad’s 
takeover generally and after 
1973 in particular, Syria’s eco- 
nomic policies moved 
towards... economic opening, 
that is, to international markets, 
to the conservative Arab states 
and... to the domestic private 
sector" (p. 42). This infitah was 
modified in 1977 due to eco- 
nomic constraints, mainly dete- 
rioration in the balance of pay- 
ments, only to be renewed in 
1983, when the state found 
itself with greatly reduced 
resources at its disposal. This 
led to a gradual, but definitive, 
opening up to the private sector. 
As a result, by the 90s, “one can 
no longer speak in practical 
terms of a planned economy in 
Syria” (p. 61). 


In contrast to many other 
countries. “Syria has never, to 
date, allowed bilateral donors or 
international financial institu- 
tions to interfere in any substan- 
tial way with its economic poli- 
cies. nor negotiated aid for eco- 

Sbqok 


World Bank demands, the mea- 
sures the government itself 
enacted to resolve the economic 
crisis have been quite similar to 
those normally prescribed by 
these institutions. However, 
even in the economic field, the 
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nomic reform programmes” (p. 
203). The irony is that, for all its 
fierce independence, much of 
Syria’s economic and military 
development has been external- 
ly financed — whether by Arab 
oil states, Iran or the Soviet 
Union — for geopolitical rea- 
sons. Even so, Syria charted its 
own course. Perthes notes, for 
example, that the current eco- 
nomic reform process cannot be 
traced to changes in Moscow, 
since the second infitah began 
before Gorbachev assumed 
power in 1985. 

The other irony of Syria's 
independence is that, although 
it never acceded to IMF or 


regime has consistently given 
priority to certain political 
goals. International funds may 
have been forfeited, but stabili- 
ty and loyalty were secured. 
“By maintaining control over 
economic adjustment, and 
introducing reform measures 
selectively, Syria’s leadership 
has been able to maintain its 
patronage basis in the bureau- 
cracy and public sector and 
extend it, rather than lose it, in 
the private sector. Furthermore, 
by not allowing external actors 
any influence over its economic 
policies, the regime has been 
able to bolster its national cre- 
dentials” (p. 251). 


Homegrown economic 
restructuring is not without 
social consequences, as Perthes 
is quick to point out. Many sec- 
tors of the economy have been 
reinvigorated and new ones 
have emerged, especially after 
the 1991 investment law. 
Accordingly, certain strata from 
both the old and the new (state- 
connected) bourgeoisie are 
prospering. However, poverty 
and social inequality are also on 
the rise due to insufficient job 
opportunities, lack of a mean- 
ingful public social security 
system, the reduced real income 
of state employees, and “the 
growing divide between a small 
upper stratum and a vast petty- 
bourgeois basis in the private 
sector.” According to Perthes, 
“The big challenge for the peri- 
od to come will be finding 
employment for the growing 
and, in the Syrian case, 
extremely young population — 
a task often neglected by the 
stabilisation and adjustment 
programmes in many Third 
World countries” (p. 63-4). 

Sally Bland 



Novelist Joseph Heller relishes the past in memoir Banking oh women entrepreneurs 


By Andrew Stem 

Reuters 

CHICAGO — Approaching 
his 75th birthday, author 
Joseph Heller speaks and 
writes nostalgically about a 
childhood spent cavorting on 
New York’s Coney Island and 
a career, that may have 
peaked in the 1960s with his 
signature novel, “ Catch-22.” 
Heller, now paunchy and 
with foamy white hair, spoke 
glowingly of his 1961 novel 
about the srressed-out antics 
of U.S. Air Force bomber 
crews in Italy during the 
World WarIL The title, which 
is now in dictionaries as a part 
of the language, came to 
define for minions of readers 
the feeling of being trapped 
by. a&mdji^ereat and capri- 
cious bureaucracy. ■ 

“I won't, .tty ...to define.. 
‘Catch-22,’” -Heller told 1 
Reuters in his Brooklyn 
accent “I believe the book 
remains relevant in so many 
ways because it deals not so 
much with the war situation 


but our societal situation (in) 
which people are at die mercy 
of other people,” he said in an 
interview. 

Still smarting, and quoting 
from two highbrow reviewers 
who panned his novel when it 
came out, Heller seized the 
chance to gloat over its ulti- 
mate success and the celebrity 
and publishing status it afford- 
ed him for six subsequent 
books. 

“I get recognised, some- 
times people coroe ovet You 
can work 15 years and write 
two or three novels and not 
get recognition. I prefer it the 
way I’ve enjoyed it,” he said. 

Heller was in Chicago 
recently on the first stop of an 
international tour on b ehalf of 
his just-published memoir. 
“Now and Then; From Coney 
Jsiapd toifensg (Knopf), irfjt, V 
te'tpucbes orc.feejmgf. abpqt ... 
his eariy life playing follow- 
the-leader and more serious 
games on the streets, beaches 
and boardwalk of depression- 
era Coney Island. 


Ambivalence about 
revealing feelings 

He skirts through an adult- 
hood that culminates late in 
tiie book on a Manhattan psy- 
choanalyst’s couch, the point 
'where the memoir becomes 
■ truly revealing. But both the 
man and his memoir seem to 
embody an ambivalence 
about whether to be forthcom- 
ing about his foibles. Heller 
frequently describes his faults 
and feelings parenthetically, 
avoiding elaboration, then 
confides that he should not 
have informed the reader at 
aH 

In one instance, be recalls 
wearing his sister’s hair net 
for fun and foolishly clouding 
his vision by using olive oil to 
lubric^ Jtis dry eyes. He 
" writes, jbar be did not 'tell his 
^ahalysL about fhese^ infantile 
phases and that they ought not 
to be known publicly — but 
by then, it’s too late. 

Self-deprecating and self- 
congratulatory by rums, 
Heller showed his dogged- 


ness at becoming a writer by 
recounting how he got dozens 
of rejection slips for his early 
short stories. 

Readers leam little about his 
writing process — he 
painstakingly aims for two 
pages per two-hour working 
day. But any titbit is illumi- 
nating. “I won’t get any idea 
until I'm bored, then usually 
it’s a single sentence." be said 
of the nuggets that become 
novels. 

Gor “ Catch-22,” tbe sen- 
tence that set the tone for the 
book popped into his head 
during afitfal night ‘The first 
time Yossarian saw the chap- 
lain he fell madly in love with 
him. ” 

“Except I didn’t have the 
name of Yossarian.” he 
added 


It might have been catch-18f ’ 

Heller also retold die tale of 
how die book's original title. 
Catch- 18, was fortuitously 
changed by his editor to avoid 
confusion with the Leon Uris 


The Saturday Crossword 




By Frances Burton, Summerville, Georgia 


ACROSS ‘ 

1 Resting atop 
5 Urbane 
10 Nofrfe 
15 Creates an instait 
lawn 

18 Ripped 

20 Or* analysis 

21 City on the 
Mohawk 

22 Enketd sea of Asia 

23 Actor Gufoness 

24 Exlm-etrong 
cotton thread 

25 Stenographer 

26 Notoriety 

27 and sinker 

28 and dativered 

32 Strang flavors 

33 Entity space 

34 At any time, in 
poetry 

35 Owed 

38 List of candidates 
40 Down-to-earth 
types 

45 Strftered soreness 

46 Thingamapfl 

47 Feed-bag morsels 

48 Bottom-line figure 
48 Lingerie . 


64 Remowsoep 

65 InpUi view 

66 Errand boy 

67 SU lodges 

69 Last inning 

70 Midde of the road 

73 Grade-6 western 

74 Sondheim ptey 

‘Sweeney 

75 Fanoe-dearing 
shot 

77 Motorwhlde 

78 Sorted mental 
fcoum> 

79 Clairvoyant 

81 Portuguese lodes 

82 TWn coating 

83 Dining area 

84 Reasons 

85 Embankment 


la 


|5 Is 7 B 9 


ho hi 112 pa iu 


IS lid 117 118 


129 130 


188 1ST 


[38 189 


140 141 


142 148 


155 158 


160 161 


182 163 


50 Cveatef a totem 
pole 

51 Rte the space. 

52 Sound ofe 
sarcastic lough 

53 Guflftemrfe cousin 

54 Move toward 

55 Reiygem 

57 Matin 

58 African flee that 
cany sleeping 

sickness 

80 CapttaJ of Vietnam 
62 Punfahedwflthan 
arbitrary fine 

DOWN 

1 Bryce Canyotfs 
state 

2 tafian traveler to 
China 

3 Sandwich cookie 

4 Cravats 

5 Salt spring 

6 Casing into play 

7 Tax evaluators 

8 Actor KHmer 

9 View 

10 Mfehandfed 

11 Make amends 

12 Location 

13 CMtied 

14 tfehiole perches 
far tots 

15 Overland 
ttqpacmon 


87 Prison rooms 

88 Kee ps on 
reverberating 

90 Board 

91 Most unrefined 

92 Peggy in' S pike 

.83 Earth 

94 Picture in the mind 

96 and tomato 

101 and serial 

number 

105 Disag reeabl e 
rrepon sfcl Uy 

106 LoceWee 

107 State* wfth 


107 168 


171 172 


ITS I7B 


|8ti 


[102 1103 I1Q4 


|107 1106 


By mouth 
Tale fere 


v - 11 - 

,r s 


17 Toe for a fcntahtt 
lady 

18 Luge 

28 Abner Diane 

30 Smalarnouit 

31 CavsKfcnting fish 

38 Capital of 
Morocco 

36 Beige shadee 

37 _andral 

39 _ and obey 

40 Vfac 

41 Swefow 

42 and pop 


108 vera 

110 Pot starter 

111 Beg 

112 Border 

113 Departed 

114 Back talk 

115 Curvy letters 

116 Go-eheeds 

117 EngRsh boys' 
school 

43 Sound of 
srticketfatg 
laughter 

44 Endure 
46 Speakers' 

platforms 

50 Wsvstop 

51 and charity 

52 Employer 

54 Ed who played 
Lou Grant 

55 Upright ' 

56 Harbor 

57 Attribute 

58 Pieces cl mosaics 
51 Ardent 

82 Old World Bzarda 
63 Changes one's 

address 

87 Cringe in leer 
68 Ethiopia's 

Saiassi* 

71 Devers and Parent 

72 German dadaist 
painter; 

74 Thomas Hardy 
• novsL of tbe 
dUrbervUGC* 

76 Jotoa B« Rodney 

Dangeriekfe 

79 Wfagitoadlunct 

80 Ogie 

61 Author of "The 
Ginger Man - 


82 Waste 

84 At what time 

85 Mates 
.86 Norvcteric 

87 Animal 
confinement 

88 Shuts 

81 Father of the 
. Egyptian pharaoh 
Set! 

83 Actors' platform 
85Bart ■Simpson's 

mom 

95 Feather scarves 
97 Freud's daughter 

96 Removes from (he 

ffPiftH 

99 Memonfale 


100 .llimarand 
Danson 

102 Ootflea " 

103 Chuhood taboo 

104 Enthusiastic 
108 Sign of victory 


Last Sunday 1 * Crossword Solved 


□□□EK3QP BBnanBE nnonQi 
QEJBEnnn □□□□□□□ dhodb 
□□□HQQH maoiinQHD □anna 

□□□□ □□□ ounnn □□□□ao 
□Ban Dan nn □ nan hqh 

□ns nans □□ninnGinB ann 

□□□□□ mno 0ED0Q □HOQ 
BHEQQODGJH0E1Q □□□□□ 
QDIDHQO ODDQ QHC3QQQC1 

□ □□□□□a □□□□ EUEia SHB 
□□EH annonDHOQHQ nnroa 
ana nnnra anna anaaaaa 

qdbqbjeq Dana Eiaaaaa 

annsa □□□oaaaaaaaa 

□ □□□ QntQQQ □□□ UUDBU 
□□a □□□□amaa maDia qqq 
doe) non nciH nan naaD 
□aaana mnnaa ana aaaa 
□Dana □□□□aaonnannoan 
□dqciq ODaaamn □□□onam 

□□□□□ □□□□□□□ □0QHQQD 


novel “ Mila 18.” 

Recoinded that he refers to 
writing novels in the memoir 
as a “harrowing" occupation, 
Heller let loose his staccato 
laugh and explained why: 
“because it’s hard work, and 
the results are unpredictable. 
That’s one of the reasons I 
took to it instead of taking to 
screen writing or television 
writing, which would not be 
as demanding.” 

“I can’t stay away from it 
because I’ve nothing else to 
do,” he said of his writing. “I 
could go into a state of 
depression without anything 
to do.” Asked to elaborate. 
Heller quickly added. “1 
don’t mean clinical depres- 
sion. I’d be unhappy, moodv. 
lonely.” 

Sometimes the friends he 
~ meets at' a deli ro nosh and 
chew over ideas near his East 
Hampton, Long Island, home 
give him ideas for his brand 
of satire. 

Movie maker and fellow 
Brooklynite Mel Brooks once 
told Heller the story of an 
upsetting exchange with his 
wife, Ann Bancroft: “His 
wife said to him, ‘when you 
die, where do you want me to 
put you?’ and he blew up and 
said, ‘In the kitchen under the 
table.’ then he began shout- 
ing, ‘What makes you think 
I’m going to the before you?’ 
Makes you think, where do 
you put a dead body?” 
Heller put the anecdote in one 
of his books. 

Heller divorced his wife of 
35 years, with whom be had a 
son and daughter, and in 
1987 married a nurse who 
helped him recover from a 
rare, paralysing nerve disor- 
der; Guillain-barre syndrome, 
that struck in 1981. In the 
book, he writes of being sur- 
prised thar his current wife 
still cares for him. 

Heller gets a bit melancholy 
and curmudgeonly about the 
overall stare of affairs. He 
sees an America rife with 
insecurity when compared to 
the ripe opportunities and 
camaraderie that blessed his 
generation. 

‘Throughout the country, it 
seems to me. there is a plight 
of dissatisf action among chil- 
dren, among college students 
and among adults. There’s no 
sense of security in the future, 
which we had.” he said. 

But he later betrays little 
sympathy for complainers. 
“Nowadays people are too 
self-conscious about them- 
selves and people have an 
expectation of blissful happi- 
ness. Anything that interrupts 
it is a navesty — it’s not a 
travesty, it’s worse than a 
travesty, it’s a perversion of 
some kind,” he said 
Tbe anxieties created by the 
war that he fought in as a 
bombardier, where one in ten 
army air corps officers died, 
paled against the upset he met 
with upon his return. 

Heller insists he was not the 
model for Yossarian, whose 
terrifying wartime experi- 
ences led him to a crazy 
yearning for home that was 
stymied by an unpredictablv 
shifty military. T didn’t have 
any sense of being a person 
trapped in anything. I inished 
my missions and I was going 
home.” he said. 


AMMAN — When an 
economics professor in 
Bangladesh loaned 65 
cents to 42 poor people 
more than twenty years 
go, no one would have 
believed that this exper- 
iment would evolve into 
what is today the largest 
raicrocredit bank in the 
world, the Grameen 
Bank, with a loan port- 
folio of over $1 billion. 
Since then, microcredit, 
or small loans that target 
the poor, has gained 
momentum throughout 
the developing world, 
becoming one of the 
hottest ideas for tack- 
ling poverty and unem- 
ployment. 

If anything, the suc- 
cess of microcredit pro- 
grammes has proven 
that the poor are capable 
of repaying their loans, 
with interest, front prof- 
its generated by their 
activities. More impor- 
tantly. it has confirmed 
that women entrepre- 
neurs can lift their fami- 
lies out of poverty and 
dramatically improve 
their lives through such 
modest loans. “By 
nature, women are the 
most efficient managers 
of scarce resources,” 
Mohammed Yunus, the 
economics professor 
who founded Grameen 
Bank, told an audience 
at the United Nations 
last year. 

In Jordan, where an 
estimated 22 per cent of 
the population live in 
poverty, sustainable 
microcredit programmes 
have been increasingly 
viewed by international 
donors as an effective 
catalyst for economic 
growth by increasing 
income and creating 
employment at the 
grassroots level. And 
with women comprising 
less than 14 per cent of 
the workforce. the 
importance of microcre- 
dit in encouraging poor 
women entrepreneurs to 
become active in eco- 
nomic life has become 
even greater. 

“Female-targeted 
microcredit and enter- 


prise today comprise the 
most effective medium 
for increasing women’s 
contribution to the 
national economic 

development,” said Dr. 
Abla Amawj who heads 
the poverty and gender 
programme team at the 
United Nations .Devel- 
opment Programme 

(UNDP) in Jordan. 

If anything, the 
success of 
microcredit 
programmes 
has proven 
that the poor 
are capable of ‘ 

• • - m m * •#>» ■» * 

repaying their 
loans, with 
interest, from 

profits 

generated by 
their activities 


According to UNDP, 
women represent one of 
the most vulnerable 
groups in society 
because they tend to be 
limited by lack of litera- 
cy, business skills and 
capital. In Jordan, cul- 
tural traditions have 
prevented women, espe- 
cially those who are 
married or come from 
rural backgrounds, to 
enter rhe workforce. But 
now a sluggish economy 
has added* pressure on 
women to embrace mul- 
tiple roles in the house- 
hold and in the econo- 
my. 

Last year, UNDP, 
along with three of Jor- 
dan’s most active donors 
— United States Agency 
for International Devel- 
opment (USAID). World 
Bank and the European 
Union — sponsored the 
Jordan Microfinance 
Conference to upgrade 
the microfinance sector 


here and address the 
obstacles hindering its 
development. 

Now, in cooperation 
with USAID and the 
World Bank, UNDP is 
preparing to offer train- 
ing and technical assis- 
tance for NGOs and 
banks on “best practice" 
techniques. The 

$650,000 initiative will 
draw on lessons learned 
by microfinance practi- 
tioners around the 
world. 

“This project aims to 
support microfinance 
institutions in develop- 
ing a sustainable prac- 
tice so that they are able 
to provide the poor and 
economically vulnerable 
groups, women espe- 
cially, .with. much-need- 
ed access to microcred- 
.itv" explained .Dr. 
Araawi. 

UNDP has also revived 
an old project idea from 
Queen Alia Fund (QAF) 
for a small-scale micro- 
finance project totalling 
$103,000. QAF operates 
approximately 50 com- 
munity development 
centres in rural and 
remote areas, targeting 
women and children. By 
capitalising on QAF's 
well-established net- 
work across the country. 
liNDP is seeking to 
strengthen its capacity 
to administer microcred- 
it to poor women on a 
continuous basis and 
provide a capital fund 
for microlending. 

Today, commercial 
banks continue to shy 
away from giving loans 
to the poor, making 
microcredit, the most 
viable tool for mobilis- 
ing poor women to help 
themselves and improve 
their family’s quality for 
life. And with a repay- 
ment rate as high as 98 
per cent, inicrocredit 
programmes have 

proven that banking on 
women entrepreneurs 
makes good business 
sense. 

— United Nations 
Development 
Programme 
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Job Opportunity 

DHL WORLDWIDE EXPRESS URGENTLY 
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Biltagi pushes for holding 
‘shopping month’ in July 


By Issam Qadamani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Tourism and 
Antiquities Minister Aqel 
Biltaji said Friday that 
relentless efforts are cur- 
rently underway to launch a 
“shopping month" in the 
Kingdom next July, but 
Trade, Industry and Supply 
Minister Hani Muiki indi- 
cated that some obstacles 
face holding such an evenL 
In a memorandum to the 
Ministry of Industry and 
Trade as well as the cham- 
bers of trade and indsutry, 
Mr. Biltaji said; 'There is a 
dire need for hosting such 
an event since it concides 
with the Jerash Cultural 
Festival. Our suecess 
depends on the cooperation 
and coordination among all 
concerned parties." 


He added: This also 
requires lowering customs 
on certain commodities, 
reducing travel prices and 
decreasing prices of goods, 
touristic services and at 
restaurants.. .etc" 

Mr. Biltaji said that the 
mechanism of holding such 
an event has not yet been 
crystallised and a commit- 
tee grouping ministers and 
businessmen from the pri- 
vate sector will be formed 
soon to discuss the details 
of holding the event 

Meanwhile, Dr. Muiki 
showed enthusiasm 

towards holding such an 
event saying that organis- 
ing the “shopping month” 
will face many obstacles, 
especially those related to 
decreasing customs tariffs 
and fees. 

He added that any deci- 


sion regarding the decrease 
of customs on certain goods 
requires a thorough analy- 
sis from the government 
side and decision makers as 
such a matter affects the 
treasury’s revenues. 

Dr. MuUd said the shop- 
ping month could be suc- 
cessful if it is organised in 
the free zone areas or if it is 
held in the areas where no 
duties are levied. 

Haidar Murad, president 
of the Jordanian Federation 
of Chambers of Commerce, 
voiced support for hosting 
such an event, saying that 
one month will not affect 
the government's treasury. 

The private sector consid- 
ers this month as successful 
only through converting the 
whole Kingdom into a free 
zone area, Mr. Murad con- 
cluded. 


Wdrld Bank says reforms 
can lift Egypt growth 


CAIRO (R) — A World 
Bank official said on Tues- 
day Egypt could achieve 
seven per cent growth if it 
maintained macroeconomic 
stability and enhanced 
exports. 

KemaJ Dervis, the bank’s 
vice president for the Mid- 
dle East and North Africa, 
said Egypt had already 
made progress in its eco- 
nomic reforms but could 
benefit from the “long peri- 
od of confidence” that 
comes from higher sus- 
tained growth. 

“1 think Egypt has estab- 
lished a great deal of stabil- 
ity and that stability has to 
continue and people have to 
really believe that it is irre- 
versible,” he told Reuters. 

“Growth has not been 
rapid enough in the past. A 
lot of people remain unem- 
ployed and a lot of people 
remain excluded from the 
benefits of growth.’* be 
said. 

“One area where Egypt 
really does need to make a 


major effort is in the area of 
industrial and non-tradi- 
tional exports,” Mr. Dervis 
said. Given Egypt's size, 
industrial exports of $2 bil- 
lion “should have been a Jot 
more,” he said. 

More effort was needed to 
develop export infrastruc- 
ture, especially ports, 
where facilities needed to 
be upgraded and proce- 
dures streamlined. Mr. 
Dervis called for a new 
generation of investment 
projects aimed at world 
markets. 

He said the World Bank 
planned to emphasise its 
support of the agriculture 
sector and its specialised 
bank, Egypt’s Agricultural 
Development Bank, with 
an eye to supporting small- 
scale a gro- industry. 

Egypt kicked off reforms 
in earnest in January 1996 
with a drive privatisa- • 
tion, deregulation and for- 
eign investment.' 

Gross Domestic Product 
grew 5.3 per cent in fiscal 


1996/97 (July-June), up 
from 5.0 per. cent the previ- 
ous year and 4.7 per cent in 
1994/95. 

Mr. Dervis said Egypt 
needed to raise its domestic 
savings rate, reform and 
develop its education sec- 
tor, expand the reach of the 
banking sector and main- 
tain macroeconomic stabili- 

ty- 

“If all these factors come 
together, I really am quite 
confident the Egyptian 
economy can grow at seven 
per cent a year. It will make 
a difference over a decade,” 
Mr. Dervis said. 

“We actually project that 
this can be achieved if cur- 
rent efforts remain on track 
and if these areas I empha- 
sised are really worked on, 
I would say by the year 
2000 it could grow at seven 
per cent,” he said. 

“If you move from five to 
seven percent and sustain it 
over a decade the face of 
Egypt will really be trans- 
formed.” 


Teething problems beset 
Palestinian bourse 


New Check-in facility and Fast Track Service in Gulf Air - Amma n 


GULF AIR telephone and fax check-in 
facility has nofr been introduced to Gulf 
Air - Amman. 

First, Business and Frequent Flyer pro- ■ 
gramme members with a confirmed 1 
booking for any Gulf Air flight departing 
Amman can now check in by using a ded- 
icated telephone or fax number. 

The numbers are: 

Tel. 4451801 
Fax 4451802 


Also, the Fast Track facility through 
immigration counters at Queen Alia Inter- 
national Airport is now available for 
departing First and Business class passen- 
gers as well as Gold and Silver Frequent 
Flyer programme members. 

These new facilities are of great benefit 
to passengers, as it enables them to 
check-in in a quick and efficient manner, 
from the comfort of their home, office or 
hotel room. 


NABLUS (R) — The 
Palestine Securities 
Exchange (PSE) was bora 
amid much excitement a 
year ago. But some ana- 
lysts are wondering 
whether the birth was pre- 
mature and if the bourse's 
teething problems would 
earn its second year the 
epithet the “terrible twos.” 

“The bourse’s establish- 
ment was very controver- 
sial. Some said it came into 
being before its time 
because there was no polit- 
ical or economic stability 
in Palestine and that it was 
set up without guarantees 
for expansion,” said private 
business consultant Samir 
Heleila. 

Bourse officials and bro- 
kers say stalled peace 
efforts are stunting the 
exchange's development 
by discouraging investors 
and putting the lid on 
growth in Palestinian self- 
rule areas. 

“I was with those who 
supported taking the risk of 
establishing a bourse in the 
belief that the exchange 
could finance furure eco- 
nomic development,” 
Heleila said 

“But the economic envi- 
ronment has regressed con- 
tinuously since (Israel's 
Prime Minister Yitzhak) 
Rabin’s assassination and 
the coming to power of the 
Likud government,” he 
added 

Benyamin Netanyahu's 
Likud-led government took 
power in Israel in May 
1996 in elections brought 
about by the Rabin's mur- 
der by a right-wing Jew. 

Palestinians blame 
Netanyahu for dragging 
peace talks to a near halt. 

Politics pops bourse's 
apparent boom on the sur- 
face, bourse development 
over the past 12 months 
looks encouraging. 

The number of compa- 
nies traded on die 
exchange, which 1 fta& a*mar-. 
ket capitalisation - of $659 
million, has risen from 12 
to 19. 

But only about seven 
trade actively during the 
PSE’s two weekly sessions 
Sunday and Wednesday. 

What little trading occurs 
is dominated by the Pales- 
tine Telecommunications 
Company (PALTEL), 
which usually generates 
more turnover than all the 
stocks put together. 

PSE General Manager 
Safwan Bataineh said the 
exchange had approved the 
listing of another eight 
companies which are 
expected to begin trading 
soon. 


The PSE’s AJ-Quds index 
has risen steadily since 
September 24, while 
monthly trading values on 
the exchange have topped 
$2 million since Novem- 
ber. 

But Bataineh is not too 
optimistic. 

“A bourse is a symbol of 
sovereignty in any coun- 
try...it is a source of pride 
for the Palestinian street 
But from the start of trad- 
ing we have faced one dif- 
ficulty after another. 

“Now we’ve stopped 
hoping. We're accustomed 
to keeping our ambitions 
modest because many of 
our plans didn't see the 
light We established what 
can be called one of the 
most modem markets in 
the world technically 
speaking but we work 
under very difficult cir- 
cumstances that are not to 
be envied.” 

Computers circumvent 
closures operating via a 
fully automated system that 
allows remote trading and 
same day settlement the 
bourse began life technical- 
ly head and shoulders 
above many regional 
equivalents. 

One of its aims — attract- 
ing long-term investment 
capital from Pales tinians 
living abroad — seems to 
have come to light. 

“We have Palestinian 
clients in America, the 
Gulf, Jordan, Egypt and 
even in ‘occupied Pales- 
tine,' in Nazareth and 
Haifa,” said Jamal Aladdin, 
general manager of the Jor- 
dan and Palestine Financial 
Investment Company. 

“We started with five 
investors in June 1997 but 
now we have 400 active 
investors. This is proof 
they have started to trust 
the bourse.” be added. 

But the ever-present 
ghost of Middle East 
peacemaking has loomed 
gloomily over, any reasons 
to be cheerful. 

' Israel i-Palestini an peace 
talks collapsed last March 
when Israel broke ground 
on a new Jewish settlement 
in Arab East Jerusalem. 
Palestinian suicide bomb- 
ings which killed scores of 
Israelis worsened the crisis. 

Israel responded by clos- 
ing off its borders with the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
for several weeks, making 
it impossible for most 
Palestinians to travel 
between the* two areas and 
to reach Israel for work. 

The exchange’s remote 
trading system means buy 
and sell deals are executed 
via computer, leaving the 


Nablus trading room 
deceptively quiet and free 
of frantically signalling 
. brokers. 

This helped the bourse’s 
work to escape relatively 

unscathed from the clo- 
sures. Not so investor con- 
fidence, brokets say. 

The closure had a bigger 
effect on the public than on 
us. The closures put a 
damper on people’s hopes 
because the economy was- 
n't moving. People and 
goods couldn’t move 
between towns and this 
affected stocks,” Aladdin 
said. 

“Some people were 
scared and wanted money 
in hand. People just wanted 
to sell to get liquidity, not 
because they didn’t trust 
tite companies, but because 
of the closure. Small 
investors wanted to sell 
because of the cheap prices 
and some were w illin g to 
sell at even cheaper 
prices,” he added. 

Legislative vacuum and 
poor economic growth, the 
snail-like pace of peace- 
making has also taken its 
toll on overall Palestinian 
economic development. 

Pl annin g Minister Nabil 
Shaath said in January the 
Palestinian economy would 
depend totally on foreign 
aid until the year 2000. 

He told the' Palestinian 
Legislative Council, while 
presenting a draft three- 
year development plan, 
that average gross national 
product between 1992 and 
1996 fell 18.4 per cent and 
average per capita income 
by 36.2 per cent. 

Tt is difficult to be opti- 
mistic about the short term 
future of the bourse if I am 
not optimistic about eco- 
nomic development,” 
Heleila said. 

He said die Palestinian 
Authority could do more to 
encourage the bourse by 
blowing the dust, off put- 
: dated legislation'. ' ", 

The- Palestinian Authori- . 
ty has to issue new laws. 
The corporate law is from 
the 1950s and needs to be 
revised. The investment 
law is from 1994. There is 
still no bourse law,” Heleila 
said. 

Bataineh said ' the 
exchange was functioning 
within a “legislative vacu- ■ 
urn” because, the world 
bank’s private investment 
arm, the International 
Finance Corporation, had 
twice turned down a law 
drafted by the Palestinian 
finance ministry on bourse 
regulation. He said he did 
not know why the draft was 
rejected. 



ACROSS 
1 Dam probtefn 
5 One-and-onty 
9 Alphabetized 
list of subjects 

14 Unemployed 

15 Singer 
Kristoffenson 

16 A Judd 

17 Most itsy-bitsy 

19 Abu , UAE 

20 Book of 
knowledge 

22 Major online 
service 

23 Bladt or White 

24 Cursor starter? 
27 Publishing grp. 
30 Day-to-day 

worker 
33 Potts and 
Lennox 

35 Geographical 
book 

38 Does ushering 

39 Culture base 

40 Duchess of 
York 

42 Buffalo of die 

Celebes 

43 Markets 

45 Book of names 
47 Visits 
dreamland 

49 Wife of Jacob 

50 Awes. 

51 O.T. book 

52 Long, narrow 
inlet 

54 Hammerskjold 
of the UN 
56 List of books 
62 SeUsig point 

65 Coonfinated 
outfits 

66 Hawaiian word 
for a foreigner 

67 USC rival 

68 Traditional 
knowledge 

69 Book of maps 

70 God of thunder 

71 Wide-mouthed 
pitcher 

DOWN 

1 Less caloric 

2 kfyllicspot 

3 Actor 
Guinness 
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Peanuts 


By Holden Baker 


4 Nairobi's 
country 

5 Frying pans 

6 Popular cookie 

7 Enunciation 
problem 

8 Colorado park 

9. Cleveland team 

10 Okinawa capital 

11 Morgue letters 

12 Ambassador's 
office: abbr. 

13 12 on a sundial 
'18 Randolph or 

Zachary 

21 Narcs' org. 

24 Baldwins et aL 

25 Smart 
comeback 

26 School themes 

27 *92 Wimbledon 
winner 

28 Breakfast rings 

29 Flowering 
shrub 

31 Nevada lake 

32 Jeopardy 

34 Clean and tidy 

36 _ Stanley 
Gardner 



37 Seldom seen 
41 Earphones, 
helmets, ate. 
■44 Elves 
46 TaAsman 
48 Bmorsis 
53 Native Alaskan 
55 The Misfits' 
star 


56 Lugosi 

57 Foot part 

58 Norwegian city 

59 Farm tool 

60 At this place 

61 French river 

62 Unmasksr's cry 

63 Fri. follower 

64 Owsun 
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CAN A PIANO PLAYER 
SUPPORT A WIFE WHO 15 
USED TO ALL THE NICE 
THINGS IN LIFE? 

I 


YOU KNOW, CARS. 
CLOTHES. A BEACH 
HOUSE. .THINGS 
LIKE THAT.. 



absolutely) piano players 

MAKE ENORMOUS AMOUNTS 
OF MONEY !THEIR WIVES CAN 
BUY ANYTHING THEY WANT) 


I'LL PROBABLY 
_ . MARRY A 
2 h dOLA PLAYER.. 

Rr " 
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TRy JO RATION Y'SEL F, 
THE MONEY VOU'RE 
COSTING ME IS 
SPIRALING 
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SEETHE FUNNY 
SIDE— ESPECIALLY 
AT BINGO TXMEl 



f? 


1 v • mi- _ if/,' r, i- - - 

1 ■ ■ , ■»- ‘ i S* 7 « ."i**" m - ■ «l 


^ -1.1 
3) 


- 


. 1’ . . 



7'! 


» 


- 


> -*■-* •- w « % >r 
r • « r,»v. 


.-*■ • 

I ■ ■# 
■ 


HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR SATURDAY, MARCH 7, 1998 


By Li nda C. Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Something you want 
for your home might be right in your own garage, or 
else your parents’ garage. It may be an older item that 
can be fixed up and turned into something better you 
can buy. A little bit of work is required, but that’s OK. 
You're good at that sort of thing. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) A question that's been 
nagging at die back of your mind will finally get 
resolved. It could lead to another question, though. Just 
take your time and think things out carefully. There will 
be pressure on you to make a quick decision, but that 
wouldn’t woik very well, so don't go for that option. If 
all else fails, stall. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Money is coming into 
your account, possibly from an older person or parent. 
If it's for tuition, you'd better not use it to run off to 
Europe. You could find yourself in a world of hurt. 
Maybe you can come up with a way to do both. With 
permission, of course. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) It looks like an older 
person won't do what you want He or she insists on 
being in control. Don’t bring up something you know 
this person will get upset about, if you can possibly help 
it. Milk and cookies will be more effective than just 
about anything you can say. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) However, you might feel 
like travelling this weekend, it’s not really a very good 
idea. It’s better time to balance your chequebook and 
pay your bills. There may be a coaple of unpleasant sur- 
prises in that pile of paperwork. Better clean it out 
before it gets any worse. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You might not 
feel much like playing, if everybody else knows the 
game and you don’t. There’s no need to worry. You’ll 
learn quickly. It's a friend who's in danger of making a 
silly mistake this afternoon. If you can see it coming, 
say something. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22} An older 
woman needs something you can provide. She'd do just 
about any thin g for you, so how about returning the 
favour? She's not going to ask you for a thing, howev- 
er. If you ask, don't be surprised if she says “Nothing.” 
Don't take “Nothing” for an answer 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Travel by 
water would be besL If you can't actually be on the 
water, being next to it also works. If you can’t even be 
next to it, playing tapes of ocean sounds would be a dis- 
tant third. Actually, even that would be very romantic, 
with the right person by your side. Make it happen. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) 
Funding should be relatively easy to get, even for an 
expensive item. If you’re stressed about having to make 
such a big commitment, relax. You don't have to do it 
until you're ready. Your shopping may take longer than 
expected. Schedule a fancy dinner date for tomorrow 
instead. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January ^O) You and 
.jcouE-mate have more .than enoughJihmsjoa^our lists. 
In fact, you have too many. Maybe you can solve the 
problem by taking off in two different directions, then 
meeting up later tonight. You’ll get twice done in half 
the time. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) You could 
make some extra money, but it won’t be easy. It's a 
chore you don't like and would just as soon delegate to 
somebody else. If you can talk someone else into doing 
it for less money than you'd charge, go ahead. Manage- 
ment counts as work too, you know. You’re a natural. 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Schedule an early 
date with a person you want to know better. This does- 
n’t have to be a new friend- It could be somebody you 
already know very well. You don't have to do much 
talking, either. A concert, at the theatre or in the priva- 
cy of your own home, would be perfect 

Birthstone of March: Aquamarine — Jasper 


A 



“Your mother and I had a long talk 
today. You’re being recalled by 
your manufacturer for defects.” 



THAT SCRAMBLB) WORD GAME 


Unscramble these four Jumbias, 
ana lanar to aachaquara, totem 
ter onSnary words. 
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HOW HE UKEPTO 
PRINK A BEER. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
tem the surprise answer, as sug- 
9Mtod by the above cartoon. 

’mx3wVLxx>crx 

1 . (Answers tomorrow) 
JuraWaa: VIPER PUPPY ELIXIR ACCEDE 
Antwinr. What the pizza chef demsKfad — 
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37522 

83348 


1.09 
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.34 


1.09 
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1.101 

.604 

.394 


.412 

.777 

.705 




Area: 200 sqjn. 
Consists of _ ‘ 
3bed rooms, 

3 bathrooms. 
Location: Abdoun. 

Abdoun Real 

Estate 

TM.: 5920605 / 
* 5020609 



Shmabartl-Oppotni 

Grlntflays Bank. 




ce *** Jordan Marketplace *** Jordan marketplace 


. Gems of the world 18-21 & 22k. Gold. 


IN JORDAN - EGYPT & BRAZIL 
Amman. Amra Forum Hotel Shops 6(li Circle. 



5; FOR 
. RENT 

^ Deluxe Villas 
^ and Apartments 



SWEIFIYEH 

A. Hajarat Complex 

T.l 864230* 865187 
Mobile : 079/37588 






Gth Circle 
5bUI ;> b/C - rax: 5674551 . 


Tel 4656593 - 857690 

Mobile 079/32300- 44101 
Fax. 962 - 6 - 4611068 
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20%OFF 
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SECTION CALL 
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First Division Basketball Championship 

Jazireh, Orthodoxi prepare for showdown 




By Aleen Bannayan 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Ahli-Orthodoxi 
match which used to be the high- 
light of the basketball season, gave 
a clear indication that the competi- 
tion. would be settled between A1 
Jazireh and AJ Orthodoxi despite 
the playoff system implemented this 
year. 

A1 Orthodoxi easily beat A1 Ahli 
74-49 in match which disappointed 
the expectations of fans who 
thought the return of Ai Ahli's vet- 
erans to the lineup would ultimately 
bring back their traditional compet- 
itive rivalry. 

AJ Ahli who finished second last 
year were led by former captain 
[mad Al Saeed. However, die return 
of Marwan Matouq and Yousef 
Zaghloul to the lineup, did not make 
up for a clear fact: their incoherent 
lineup has evidently not prepared 
well. 

Al Orthodoxi led 9-0 but Al Ahli, 
led by Yousef Zaghloul, delighted 
fans when they caught up and led 
13-12. 


However, that did not turn the 
course of events but was rather a 
short-lived moment of relief. 

Clearly better prepared, last year's 
third placed Al Orthodoxi set the 
pace and managed to convert the 
many turnovers of their opponents 
to win the first half 41-26. 

Al Ahli seemed to have improved 
at the beginning of the second half 
but they still trailed 46-32 and 56- 
40. 

Al Ahli’s centres Ramez 
Hammoudeh and Marwan Saeedi 
were totally ineffective under the 
basket as playmaker Faisal Nsour 
took on the burden of scoring 
together with Zaghloul and 
Mohammad Shamali. 


Al Ahli's coach seemed unable to 
find the right combination while 
counterpart Murad Baraka t, did not 
have the same trouble as Fadi 
Saqqa, Naser Bassam and Ayman 
Du'eis teamed up with veteran Hilal 
Barakat to keep up their control of 
the match as they went on to win 
7449. 

Another interesting result at the 
weekend was newcomer Al Jeel's 
61-60 win over fourth placed Al 
Jalil. 

The six teams will play two legs 
following which the top three will 
play a playoff round to determine 
the champion. The last placed team 
will be relegated to the Second 
Division. 


STANDINGS 


Team 

P 

W 

L 

Sf 

Sa 

Pfcs 

Jazireh 

2 

2 

- 

172 

97 

4 

• Orthodoxi 

2 

2 

- - ’ 

161 

91 

4 

Ahli : 

.2 

1 

1- 

132 - 

134 

3 

Jeel 

'2 

1 • . 

1 

- 115 

- 143 

3 

Jalil; ; 

2 

. • 

2 

102 

148 

2 

Hussein - 

2 

■ 

‘ 2 

103 

172 

2 . 


Tideholde-rs Al Jazireh are just out 
of the West Asian Zone basketball 
qualifiers which they hosted amid 
preparations to retain the crown 
they won last year ending a 30-year 
domination by rivals Orthodoxi and 
Al Ahli. 

The only change on their lineup is 
the signing of Al Ahli’s former vet- 
eran S amir Murqus who came out 
of two-year retirement and returned 
to the game. 

Although not appearing in the 
same all round excelling form be is 
known for, Murqus who is sitting 
out the matches due to injury, is 
expected to lend the relatively 
young and upbeat team the match 
experience of over 20 years as Ahli 
and national team veteran. 

Al Orthodoxi had an undisputed 
reign from 1976-1989 before Al 
Ahli won the title in 1990, 1992, 
1993 and 1994 aided by the signing 
of Naser Bushnaq. 

Al Orthodoxi came back to win in 
1991, 1995 and 1996 and are cur-- 
remly preparing to get back the title. 


Iranian football turns down 

exhibition matches in U.S; 


TEHRAN (AFP) — The 
Iranian football team has 
turned down an invitation 
to play exhibition matches 
in the United States 
before the World Cup 
because of a packed 
schedule, an Iranian offi- 
cial said Thursday. 

Mohsen Safaii-Farahani, 
the head of Iran’s football 
federation, said he had 
received a fax from U.S. 
sports officials “accepting 
to pay all the costs” for 
the visit. 

“They offered to hold 
friendly matches prefer- 
ably in Los Angeles," 
where there is large 
Iranian community, he 
said. 

“But unfortunately we 
could not accept it 
because our schedule is 
full. The distance too is 
long and we have time 
constraints,” he told a 
press conference also 


attended by the national 
team’s Croat coach, 
Tomislav Ivic. “We said it 
is not possible.” 

Ivic, who took over as 
coach in January, ’said be 
would have liked to 
accept the invitation bat 
“the program is lull and 
we could not change it.” 
“As far as I am concerned, 
I wonld like to go to there 
with the Iranian team as 
soon as possible," he said. 
“There is no problem 
politically or psychologi- 
cally. A football team is 
the best ambassador.” 

The U.S. and Iranian 
teams were drawn into the 
same group along with 
Germany and Yugoslavia 
for the World Cup finals 
in France and they will 
face each other in Lyon on 
June 21. 

Tehran and Washington 
broke diplomatic ties in 
1980 after Iranian revolu- 


tionaries stormed the U.S. 

■ ■ 

embassy here and took its 
staff hostage. The two 
.countries have been ene- 
mies ever since. 

But Iran's new moderate 
President Mohammad 
Khatami has called for 
greater cultural and sports 
contacts, and a first U.S. 
wrestling team in two 
decades visited here- last 
month. 

However, the Iranian 
official played down the 
political significance of 
the match between Iran 
and the United States, 

“Sport is sport. We have 
no problem with any 
countries in the field of 
sports,” he said, “Sport is 
not a ground for political 
activities. It is a way to 
establish friendship 
between nations.” 



* 




New tackle law threatens 
red card blitz for World Cup 


PARIS (AFP) — Players attempting a 
tackle from b ehin d during the 1998 
World Cup risk being sent off following 
the introduction of a tough new law by 
the International FA Board here on 
Friday. 

Even if the player takes the ball first 
before bringing down an opponent, the 
referee has the power now to give a red 
card. 

The key phrase of the new law, an addi- 
tion to law J2, says: “A tackle from 
behind which endangers safety of an 
opponent must be sanctioned as serious 
foul play.” 

“And the only solution to that is a red 
card," said FIFA general secretary Sepp 
Blatter. 

The Board are hoping the new rule will 
lead to increased goal-scoring chances. 

“After all football is about scoring 
gc&ksr’&rid Blatter: - • • 

The new law will be brought into force' 
. for. 4he . World r Gup- and will -apply 
throughout world football from July 1. 

World Cup referees are to meet in 
France later this month and the new law 
will be explained to them in detail, along 
with what action they will be required to 
take. 

Blatter added that the referees' decision 
would continue to be final, even if televi- 
sion replays showed after the final whis- 
tle that a goal should or should not have 
been allowed. 

L Tbe result will not be changed after- 


wards. Football will have to live with the 
mistakes of men. We will always have 
errors,” said Blatter. 

Last year FIFA clashed with the 
German federation when it told them to 
stop overruling referees who had award- 
ed goals after TV later proved the ball 
had not crossed the line. 

Referees may, however, have help in 
the future from high technology. 

The FA have been asked to cany out a 
study into the posibility of technology 
being used to see if a foolproof method 
exists to prove whether or not a ball has 
gone over the line. 

“Goal-line technology is simply to help 
the referee," said FA head Graham Kelly. 
. l Bdrlie‘ admitted that at- present it was 
ribt'cleaf'if such a system exists.' 

• ■ aw - • . • * * | 

“It will be very difficult to find a sys- 
tem which can tell if all of the ball is over 
all of the line,” said the Englishman. 

The Board also agreed to an FA experi- 
ment in Jersey to test a possible change to 
the free-kick laws. 

In the experiment, referees will have 
the right to move the ball 10 yards closer 
to the goal if the defending side attempt 
to slow up the taking of a free-kick -j 



the 7th of March 
n till midnight 


AL-Rabiah Circle Tel 553. 



Cup Winners Cup 

Chelsea and Vicenza close in on semifinal 

Stuttgart, Lokomotiv Moscow hold on to draws 


PARIS (AFP) — Away 
victories put Chelsea and 
Vicenza closer to a semi- 
final berth in die European 
Cup Winners Cup on 
Thursday. 

Two sensational goals in 
the first twelve minutes 
from Tore Andre Flo set 
the groundwork for a mag- 
nificent 2-1 victory by 
English Premiership 
Chelsea over Real Betis at 
the Benito Villa Marin 
Stadium here. 

And Vicenza crushed 
Roda Kerkrade .4-1.. in 
Holland making the return- 
leg in Italy in two week's 
time alm ost a formality. 

Stuttgart and Lokomotiv 
Moscow could also be well 
satis ified. Both forced 
away from home draws — 
Stuttgart finishing 1-1 at 
Slavia Pragua and 
Lokomotiv Moscow soak- 
ing up non-stop pressure in 
Athens and holding on for 
a 0-0 draw. 

Tore Andre Flo, the 
lanky 6ft 4in Norwegian 
striker who was included 
in the Chelsea lineup 
alongside Gianfranco Zola 
when new player-boss 


Gianluca Vialli dropped 
hims elf and fellow-striker 
Mark Hughes, ripped apart 
the Betis defence with two 
exciting runs and hit 
unstoppable low shots into 
the net to leave the 
Spaniards shell-shocked. 

Betis, sixth in the 
Spanish League and chas- 
ing their first European 
honour, were urged on by a 
fanatical crowd who gave 
them a ticker-tape wel- 
come. But the home sup- 
porters were silenced by 
the. * visitors!, ^jyhirlwind 
start?"’' 

Italian . r.y . midfielder 
Roberto Di Matteo slipped 
Flo a short pass out on the 
right and just inside the 
Betis half, and the 
Scandinavian galloped for- 
ward, cut into foe box and 
fired a precise 12-yard 
angled drive which flew 
beyond foe grasp of Prats. 

Beds had hardly got their 
breath back when Flo 
struck again for his 11th 
goal in just 15 starts for 
Chelsea. This time, Dan 
Petrescu provided foe pass 
and Flo worked his jvay 
almost effortlessly through 





Chelsea’s Norwegian player Tore Andre Flo scores the first goal for his team as Real 
Betis’ Hristo Vldakovic tries to block daring their Cup Winners Cup quarter final 
first leg in Seville (Reuters photo) 


foe middle to find foe tar- 
get again. 

Chelsea's defence was 



VFB Stuttgart’s KrlstJjan Djordjevic (R) fights for the ball, with S la via Prague’s 
Vladimir Labant during the first leg of their quarter final Cup Winner’s Cup match 
in Prague (Renters photo) 


without England left-back 
Graeme Le Saux, who 
failed a fitness test on his 
damaged ankle, but Steve 
Clarke had recovered from 
a stomach bug to join 
Frank Lebouef and Mike 
Du berry at foe back. 

Vialli also reshuffled 
things by. recalling new 
Jamaica international' 
Frank Sinclair. 

Chelsea’s Dutch goal- 
keeper De Goey produced 
several excellent saves — 
punching out stylish 
Robert Jami’s swinging 
free kick from foe right 
midway through foe firat-. 
half. But as the Spaniards 
surged forward they left 
gaps at the back and 
Chelsea were quick to 
exploit them. 

Midfielder Marquez- 
replaced Yugoslav defend- 
er Vidakovic just before 
half-time and foe second-: 
half was only 43 seconds 
old when he provided a 
right-wing cross which 
Alfonso headed home. 

The goal brought the 
Betis crowd to life again 
but Chelsea held oh well to 
their advantage anmd will 
start , hot favourites to 
reach the semi-finbals 
when the two teams replay 
in London in a fortnight’s 
time. 

Vialli pledged that 


Chelsea would not sit back 
on their 2-1 lead when 
Real ' Betis travel to 
S tamf ord Badge for the 
return-leg. 

“We have to go for the 
win. We have to play our 
football and try to win the 
game,” he said. 

Vialli felt his team were 
“sloppy at times”, but that 
the win was a “great 
result.” 

.“We’ve got to look for- 
ward to foe second-leg and 
Fm hopeful we dan get 
through,” be added. 

Vialli made himself one 
of die substitutes and said 
it felt “strange” -being on 
foe bench for the entire 90 
minutes. 

“It’s very difficult being 
on the bench. It’s a new 
experience - for me,” he 
soul. 

*3 - was. leaving it to the 
players and trying to say 
something positive. But 
Rixy (Graham Rix) was 
great and all the players 
were great." 

Two-goal hero Flo said: 
“I’ve been sitting on the 
bench for a few games. I 
was thinking positive and 
waiting to take my chance. 
I wanted to score very 
badly and I'm very happy. 
It’s fun just to be part of 
the Chelsea set-up. 
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CINEMA 


7ELM0341U. 


S3 

S3 
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O 

H 
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Demi Moore ... in 

G.L JANE 




PHILADELPHIA 



Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 
8:30. 10:30 


A 


Pierce Brosnan as 
James Bond... in 


007...TOMORROW 
NEVER DIES 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, -6:15, 
8:30, 10:30 

^ 


^ CINEMA 

L_ 


TELSW923S 



I KNOW WHAT YOU 
DID LAST SUMMER 

Shows: 12 : 3 a 330 . 6 : 30 , 8 : 30 . 10:30 

GEORGE OF 
THE JUNGLE 

Shows: 5 p.m. only 



CINEMA TEL3677426 

CONCORD 

CONTORT) -1* 

Adel Imam &Yusra ... in 

RIS ALA ILA AL WALI 

(AttABIC) 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:00, 8:15. 10:30 

COMCORD 

LONG KISS GOODNIGHT 

Shows: 3:30. &30. &30. 10:30 



.A 


GALLERIA 2 . 

A I 

ABDOUN 


Robin Wi(liams..in 

FATHERS’ DAY 

Shows: 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

& 

High School High 

Shows: 3:30 





> 


C3NKMA . ; 1&0W 334M. 

GALLERIA 1 



ABDOUN 


VOLCANO 


Shows: 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 




NOW ON PATTY 

THE GOVERNMENT 
IN THE SERVICE 
OF PEOPLE 

■ 

Starring Hisham Ya/ies 
and his group. 

■ i 
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Schumacher 
fastest in 

Aussie GP 
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MELBOURNE (AFP) — 
Dual world champion 
Michael Schumacher 
posted the fastest lap time 
in the first practice ses- 
sions Friday for the sea- 
son-opening Australian 
Formula One Grand Prix 
here on Sunday. 

The German, expertly 
negotiating the rain-slick- 
ened Albert Park race cir- 
cuit in his Ferrari, 
clocked one minute 
33.826 seconds in the 
second session to trump 
McLaren racer Mika 
Hakkinen and defending 
world champion Jacques 
Villeneuve in a Williams. 

The McLarens of 
Hakkinen and his 
Scottish teammate David 
Coulthard had finished 
the opening session with 
the quickest times, but 
Schumacher went faster 
in the second session on 
wet-weather tyres. 

Hakkinen improved on 
his first session time to be 
second-fastest with 
1:34.432 and Villeneuve 
was next in 1 :35.023. 

German . rookie 
Alexander Wurz, in his 
first season with 
Benetton, was up with the 
pace in tbf. fburtl^^inck-^ 
est JJmeC ^ £35.270; 

ahem of uisf* 1 year’s’ v 

" ■ ■ m 

Australian GP champion 
Coulthard, in the lead 
McLaren car, in 1:35.409. 

Ralf Schumacher, the 
younger brother of 
Michael and driving a 
Jordan, was sixth fastest 
in 1:35.708 ahead 
Sauber’s English driver 
Johnny Herbert 

(1:35.876); 

Villeneuve’ S Williams 

teammate Heinz-Harald * 

■ 

Frentzen was 10th quick- 
est in 1:36.741. . 



Germany’s Michael Schumacher takes a corner daring the free practice session with 
the Melbourne sky-line b ehin d. Schumacher clocked the fastest time during the ra in- 
in ternipted session, with Finland’s Mika Hakkin en second and current world cham- 
pion, Canadian Jaques Villeneuve third. The Australian Grand Prix starts on March 
8 (Reuters photo) 



B razilian Rubens Barrichello (R) waits in his pit garage as team Stewart mechanics 
ready his Ford powered race car for practice March 6. Barrichello was 12th fastest 
with a time of one minute 37.023 seconds. Teams are preparing for Sunday's 
Australian Formula One Grand prix, the first of the 1998 season (Reuters photo) 



Australian Grand Prix winners 



i .: -1990 Nelson Piquet (Bra) 
-1991 Ayrton Senna (BraJ 
■ 1992. -Gerhard Berger (Aut) 

" 1993 Ayrton Senna (Bra) -. 
.1994. . Nigel Mansell (Eng) 

1995 Damon Hill (Eng) . 

1996 . Damon ‘Hill (Eng) 
"1997 David Coulthard (Sep) 


Benetton 

McLaren 

McLaren 

McLaren 

Williams- 

Williams- 

Williams- 

McLareu- 


■Ford ' 
-Honda . 
-Hoiidh 
-Ford " 
-Renault 
Renault 
-Renault 
-Mercedes 







WTTH OUAA SHAJUF 
&TAMUH HtRSCH 


Both' vulnerable. South deals. 

NORTH 

*KJ1097S 

0J108 

*K4 

WEST £&ST 

«88 «AQ6 

O106S OJ875 

0988 . OAQS 

+QJ9S7 +1032 

SOOTH 
+ 84 
OAKQt 
OK764 
+A65 


Thehuk fi ng: 
SOUTH WEST 
llrt 
u 


Norm EAST 
tv 


Opening lead: Queen of + 

■ 

Tbqy Bay seeing tit Mfeviog Tty 
to beat a T h r o e- Card Monte trick- 
ster aod you may bo djaghmoned, 
but alatkmy whm a card mm- 
tidigitttor is in charge of the 
defense. Hereto a beautiful mangle 
of what we mean. 

North’s response of two hearts 
«u a transfer bid to spades. Noth 
knew exactly where the hand 
Afluld he plgyed. 

Watt led the queen of dub*. 


Tooh'ng at ail tog bands, it is easy 
to see that Sooth must lose two 
spades because the queen is unfa- 
vorably placed but* since both the 
ace and queen of diamonds are 
onside, only ace diamond trick need 
be lost, East created an illusion 
that the opposite was truel 
. Declarer won das opening lead in 
band ud immediately ran the 
eight 'of spades. Without a momen- 
t's hesitation East, MikePascefl of 
Dallas, won the ace, cashed the ace 
of diamonds $ n 4 continued with a 
low diamond. 

Consider the situation from 
declarer’s point of view. It looked 
for all the world that East was try- 
ing for a diamond nx££ so there was 
no point to finessing; Therefore, 

Jmi w rose with the king. Second- 
ly, cashing . three rounds of hearts 
immediately for a diamond disca rd 
from the .table risked a defensive 
ru£L Now was tune to repeat the 
i marked l spado finesse. Ev&n if 
West started with four spades to 
the queen. South would be able to 
dispose of dummy's diamond loser 


CAR FOR SALE - IRBID 
Jeep Wrangler Sahara 

Hard top, engine 4 litre, 180 Hp, model 1995, 
25,000 km. 

EU standard, moss green metallic, unleaded 
gasoline, custom duty unpaid. JD1 2,000 

Tel.: 271426, Irbid 



‘Ifie International ScfiooC 

Of Choudfat - Simmon, Jordan 


| thought is father to the deed. 
Dedxrerkd tow spade* and nut in 
-the seven. A delighted defender 
took the queen and cashed the 
queen of diamonds lor a one-nick 
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flie Administration office at: . 

Q6-591810/2/3 (5 Lines) - Fax. 06-591811 
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Top seed Philippoussis knocked 
out of Scottsdale Classic 


SCOTTSDALE (AFP) — 
Mark Philippoussis col- 
lapsed as frustration over 
line calls blew his game 
apart, producing a 5-7, 6-2, 
6-0 second-round loss to 
German Tommy Haas at the 
ATP Tour event here 
Thursday night. 

The Australian top seed 
was erasing along with the 
first set in his pocket but 
let himself go to seed late in 
foe second set as in a psy- 
chological cave-in set in. 

*‘I lost it completely,” 
World No. 1 3 Philippoussis 
said of his composure. “It 
was disgraceful the way I 
played out there in foe last 
two sets.” 

Philippoussis last lost a 
set to love against Karim 
A] ami on clay in Rome last 
May at foe Italian Open, 53 
matches ago. 

“I got frustrated at foe line 
calls and I don’t know why. 
I fell apart But I'll forget 
about this match when 1 get 


back to the hotel.” 

The bit-hitting Aussie’s 
miserable state was evi- 
denced by his serving statis- 
tics — a mere three aces in 
foe one-hour, 47-minute 
rout. 

Haas, who reached foe 
semi-finals Ia6t week in 
Philadelphia and lost to Pete 
Sampras, next plays 
Canadian Sebastien Lareau 
Friday for a semi-final 
berth. 

Lareau, who also made it 

to the Philly semis, ousted 
Slovak Dn min ik Hrbaty 7-6 
(7/3), and also got to foe 
Philly semis. 

Andrea Gaudenzi's return 
to foe U.S. after more than 
two years away proved a 
success as the Italian defeat- 
ed Jeff Tarango 6-4, 3-6. 6- 
3 for a quarter-final place. 

The World No. 60, expect- 
ed to figure in Italy's Davis 
Cup date in Genoa against 
Info a on clay next month, is 
on foe comeback trail after 


missing five months in 1996 
with lingering shoulder 
problems." 

His last quarrer-final was 
in Marbella. Spain, last 
September, on his favoured 
clay, one of three quarters 
he achieved last year. 

Aussie Jason Stoltenberg 
beat Carlos Costa of Spain 
6-3, 2-6, 6-4 and next takes 
on Gaudenzi. 

Crowd pleaser Andre 
Agassi bad already reached 
foe quarters, where he will 
face fellow American Jan- 
Michael Gambill. 

Haas, a good friend of 
Philippoussis off court who 
also trains with American 
tennis gum Nick Bollettieri 
in Florida like his mate, said 
he took advantage of his 
opportunities. 

“A lot depends on how 
Mark plays,” said foe 19- 
year-old from Hamburg, the 
youngest player in foe ATP 
Tour Top 50 at No. 40 in foe 
world. “You have to try and 


hang in there and not make 
mistakes. 

“I didn't play my best ten- 
nis, but I felt good on court. 
I’m very happy to have 
won. Mark got angry about 
foe calls, made easy mis- 
takes and gave up.” 

Haas won as 

Philippoussis, trailing 0-5 in 
foe third, made three 
straight backhand errors, 
then missed forehand chip 
from a net cord which 

bounced off of the raecket 
of Haas on foe first of three 
match points. 

“I’m disappointed at how 
I played,” said foe 
Australian, 21. who has 
been dinon strafing a new- 
found maturity this year and 
won the title at Memphis 
last month. 

“Bad calls happen all foe 
time. I’m not sure why I 
acted this way. I was just 
not there tonight” 


Rusedski 
powers 
into last 
eight 

ROTTERDAM (AFP] — 
Greg Rusedski slammed 
down 19 aces Thursday as 
he took just 45 minutes to 
defeat American Richey 
Reneberg 6-3, 6-2 and 
claim a place in the last 
eight of foe ATP Tour event 
here. 

The No. 3 seed from 
Britain dropped just nine 
points on his own serve as 
he completely overpow- 
ered Reneberg. 

He also produced a per- 
fect game when he served 
four straight aces when 
leading 2-1 in foe second 
set 

Rusedski, who now has a 
3-0 record against 
Reneberg, was joined in 
the quarter-finals by Swede 
Thomas Johansson, New 
Zealander Brett Steven and 
Spaniard Thomas 

Carbonell. 

Johansson edged Dane 
Kenneth Carlsen 6-3, 6-7 
(5/7), 7-6 (10/8). Steven 
defeated Martin Damm of 
foe Czech Republic 7-6 
(7/5). 6-7 (5/7). 7-5 and 
Carbonell downed Swede 
Mikael Tillstrom 6-2. 1-6, 
6-2. 


Tyson sues King for more than $100m 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
Mike Tyson, boxing's cash 
cow who reportedly is on 
foe verge of financial ruin, 
has sued his longtime pro- 
moter Don King for more 
than SI 00 million for 
allegedly cheating him of 
millions. 

Tyson, who has complete- 
ly re-organized his profes- 
sional life in the last month; 
filed suit in U.S. District 
Court in Manhattan, alleg- 
ing that the promoter has 
cheated him out of millions 
of dollars since 1986. 

Reportedly facing a S7 
million tax payment, Tyson 
recently formed Mike Tyson 
Enterprises and hired enter- 
tainment lawyer Jeny Wald. 
He has 'established tie's ftf " 
longtime manager Shelly.' 
Finkel and reportedly has 
contacted retired basketball 
superstar Magic Johnson in 
an advisory capacity. 

Currently suspended for 
biting foe ears of champion 
Evander Holyfield in a 
heavyweight title bout last 
summer. Tyson is scheduled 
to make an appearance at 
Wrestlemania on March 29 
and has appeared on World 
Wrestling Federation tele- 
casts in foe last month. 

He reportedly is receiving 
$3 million for his associa- 
tion with foe WWF. 

While Tyson has said that 
he is not broke, foe suit 
alieges that King has 
defrauded foe former cham- 
pion of more than $100 mil- 
lion accumulated over his 
star-crossed career. 

King, Don King 
Productions, DKP 

Corporations and 

Kingvision Pay Per View 
Limited are all listed as 
defendants in foe suit. The 
complaint goes on to claim 



Mike Tyson (L) sued his longtime promoter Don King 
<R) for $100 million, charging that King fraudulently 
^sjjph^ped^-pff millions of dollars from his boxing win- 
nings (Renters photo) 


King committed ■ “funda- 
mental breaches of trust and 
fraudulent acts." 

“Once King and DKP 
controlled every facet of 
Tyson’s monies, purses, 
accounts, books and 
records, they wrongfully 
took monies from Tyson for 
their own benefit.” foe suit 
alleges. 

“King and DKP fraudu- 
lently diverted millions of 
Tyson's monies by way of 
secret reductions in Tyson’s 
profit participation, 

accounting manipulations 
and improper deductions.” 

The suit also charges that 
King and DKP “grossly 
abused foe trust that Tyson 
place in them.” Tyson's 
lawyers allege that King 
signed an exclusive promo- 
tion contract with Tyson 
while foe fighter was in 
prison on a rape conviction 
without any legal counsel. 

King also is accused of 
“double- and triple-dipping 
in purse and telecast 


money.” The suit cl aims that 
when Tyson’s new accoun- 
tant asked for financial files 
from an "independent" 
accountant that handled his 
affairs, he was told, “I can’t 
because the files are in cab- 
inets owned by Don King ” 

Finkel, one of foe most 
powerful managers in box- 
ing history, met with Tyson 
last week in Los Angeles 
and told the New York 
Duly News that “Mike 
understands he should put 
his life in order.” 

Tyson became foe 
youngest heavyweight 
champion in history at the 
age of 20 when be knocked 
out Trevor Berbick in the 
second round of a World 
Boxing Council title fight 
on November 22, 1986. 

Six years later, Tyson was 
convicted of rape and 
served three years in an 
Indiana prison before he 
was released in March 
1995. 





LEVANT EXPRESS SERVICES 


PACKING - MOVING - CLEARING - SEA & AIR 


OUR NEW 

Telephone & Fax Numbers 
TeL No. : 4625445 - 4527042 
Fax. No. : 4627042 
EXTRA CARE YOU CANT COMPARE 



jO^BFUGHJ 


HI- 


CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 

A well-known and outstanding company in Jordan is 
seeking to employ young, ambitious and 
hardworking individuals to work as representatives 
for its business establishments in and outside 
Jordan. 

1 . Must have BA in business administration or 
related discipline. An MBA in business 
administration or related area is preferred i.e. 
management, economics, marketing. 

2 . Must have maximum three years of experience 
in related fields and must be (27) years of age or 
less. 

3 . Proficiency in English is a must and knowledge 
of other languages is a plus. 

The company gives very attractive salaries and 
excellent benefits. 

if you -are looking for a golden opportunity and you 
think you are qualified, please forward your CV or 
resume with full size recent photo to the following 
address: 

P.O. Box (811896) Am man- Jordan 


i 

JORDANIAN -AMERICAN COMMISSION 
FOR EDUCATIONAL EXCHANGE 

JOB ANNOUNCEMENT 

The Binational Fulbright Commission in 
Jordan invites outstanding job applications 
from Jordanian citizens who meet the 
minim um requirements stated below for an 
immediate opening as: 


PROGRAM OFFICE* 

eg sag* i*t » 


- U.S.-educaied 

- 5 >75 experience in corporate or non-profit sectors 

- Bi-lingual (English-Arabic) 

- Excellent oral and written communication skills 

- Familiarity with the Jordanian and U.S. educational 
systems 

• Proficient in Windows 95 and Microsoft Office & Word 97 

- Exceptional organizational skills 

- 3-5 yrs experience managing funds for programs/projects 

• A self-starter, interpersonal Skills and creativity is a plus 

- Public Relations aptitude 

Three references are requested. Only candidates fulfilling the 
above minimum requirements should submit their CV with a 

cover letter to: 

Trrrunv* Director 

Binatwnal Fulbright Commission , P.O. Box 850215 , 
Amman 1 U 85 , Jordan. 
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Belgians release Algerian 

■ 

after swoop on Islamists 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — 

Belgian police on Friday 
detained an Algerian sus- 
pected of being a member 
of an Islamist frindamental- 
ist group but released him 
after several hours of ques- 
tioning. 

The man was detained in 
the eastern town of 

Venders, a day after 
Belgian police swooped on 
eight suspected members of 
Algeria's Armed Islamic 
Group iGLA) in a raid in 


Brussels. 

‘The investigating magis- 
trate decided he could be set 
free,” the Brussels public 
prosecutor's office said of 
the latest suspect, wbose 
identity was not given. 

But it added this “does not 
mean there are no charges 
against, him." It would not 
give further details. 

Suspicious documents 
were discovered at the 
man's home but no weapons 
were found, police said. 


The raid was ordered by 
the same Brussels investiga- 
tors who were behind 
Thursday's operation, 
described as one of the 
biggest ever mounted in 
Brussels. 

The Belgian interior min- 
istry said the eight detained 
men included senior offi- 
cials of the GIA, which has 

waged a violent insurgency 
in Algeria and has also been 
blamed for terrorist attacks 
in France. 


Kohl asks Israel for ‘concrete 
progress’ in Mideast peace 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

ISRAELI PRIME Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu began a 
two-day visit to Norway on 
Friday for talks on die stalled 
Middle East peace process 
with top Norwegian officials. 

Ml Netanyahu, arriving 
from a brief visit to Germany 
where he held talks with 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl was 
met at Oslo's Fomebu airport 
by his host. Norwegian Prime 
Minister KjeQ Magne 
Bondevik. 

“The purpose of my visit to 
Norway is two-fold. One is to 
get better acquainted with 
Premier Bondevik. the other is 
to seek new ideas for the 
Middle East peace process," 
Ml Netanyahu said on arrival. 

Asked if he had any new pro- 
posals with him. he replied: T 
have some ideas. I think we 
still can do a lot" 

However, the contentious 
issue of Jerusalem is not up for 
discussion, he said. “Jerusalem 
has been a Jewish city for 
3,000 years, in other words it 
will not be part of any negotia- 
tions." 

Mr. Kohl asked for “concrete 
progress" in the Middle East 
regarding Jewish settlements 
and military withdrawal from 
the West Bank in talks in Bonn 
Friday with Mr. Netanyahu. 


While expressing under- 
standing for Israel's desire for 
“peace with security,” Mr. 
Kohl impressed upon Mr. 
Netanyahu his “growing con- 
cern at the freezing of the 
Middle East peace process,” 
according to a statement by 
government spokesman Peter 
Hausmann. 

The chancellor called on 
both the Israeli government 
and the Palestinian leadership 
to “remain faithful to the peace 
process begun in Oslo and to 
exploit every opportunity for 
dialogue and progress.’’ 

The Israeli premier, currently 
on a European tour, left 
Germany for Norway after a 
two-hour meeting with the 
chancellor. 

Ml Netanyahu, who arrived 
from Madrid and will be going 
on to London after Oslo, has 
called on the European Union 
to help restart the peace 
process and has not ruled out a 
new international peace con- 
ference. 

But he has repeatedly reject- 
ed any Jewish settlement 
freeze in the occupied territo- 
ries and insists Israel will cany 
out only a limited further troop 
withdrawal from the West 
Bank and then only after the 
Palestinians meet a long series 
of conditions. 

During ttis first day of talks 
in Madrid on Thursday, Mr. 


Netanyahu asserted that he 
remained committed to the 
Palestinian peace process, but 
indicated no flexibility on the 
central issues of land and set- 
tlements. 

“If it were not the case, I 
would not be here," he said. 

In contrast with an interview 
he gave to El Ffcis newspaper in 
which he was quoted as saying 
Europeans were ignorant about 
the Middle East but the United 
States understands the situation 
weft, Mr. Netanyahu said 
Thursday fhai Europe, with its 
long experience in the Middle 
East, can help revive the 
Middle East peace process. 

“Europe has good relation- 
ships with both the Arabs and 
the Israelis [and it] has a long 
experience in the Middle East," 
Mr. Netanyahu told a press 
conference with Spanish 
Premier Jose Maria Aznar. 

“Europe can do three things: 
Assist the Palestinians eco- 
nomically," boost the multilat- 
eral negotiating track and 
engage in the permanent status 
negotiations, he said. 

Mr. Netanyahu did not 
explicitly rule out a new inter- 
national peace conference like 
the one held in Madrid in 1991. 
“In Madrid, in Gaza or else- 
where, what counts is to revive 
the peace process." he said. “It 
could go forward very quick- 
ly." 


New Mossad chief woos public 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israel’s new 
Mossad chief went on a public 
charm offensive on Friday in 
an early bid to repair the spy 
service's bruised image. 

Efraim Halevy, named this 
week to head an agency reeling 
from a succession of bungles 
on foreign soil, laid out his case 
for effective intelligence in an 
article in Israel's tabloid news- 
paper Yediot Ahronot 

“Intelligence gathering is 
universal. All states have 
equipped themselves with long 
arms in order to gather intelli- 
gence about their enemies," 
Mr. Halevy wrote. 

“Even the most cautious 
intelligence missions are 
accompanied... by caustic fail- 
ures. Yet no state has tried to 
'organise the field’ in terms of 
law or operations. There are no 
accepted ‘understandings’ in 
this area," he wrote. 

Mr. Halevy 's published 
defence was rare for on agency 
whose work relies on secrecy 
and is exposed to little outside 
scrutiny. 

It appeared to reflect a move 


to win back public confidence 
following the recent spots of 
bad press. 

Mr. Halevy, Israel's ambas- 
sador to the European Union 
and a former deputy Mossad 
chief, was appointed to bead 
the agency by Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu on 
Wednesday. 

He will succeed Danny 
Yatom, who resigned last week 
following a failed attempt to 
kill a Palestinian Hamas leader 
in Jordan and revelations of the 
arrest of a Mossad agent in 
Switzerland caught hying to 
bug a private house. 

Those scandals and the arrest 
of a former official on suspi- 
cion of feeding the agency fab- 
ricated information on Israel's 
arch-foe Syria have exposed 
Mossad to an unprecedented 
flood of publicity. 

Mr. Halevy said Israel need- 
ed a strong intelligence agency 
to maintain the balance of 
power in the Middle East. 

He said intelligence gather- 
ing had been port and parcel of 
Israel since the state was 


founded in 2948. 

“Its leaders believed, and s till 
believe, that the definitive con- 
dition for balancing the numer- 
ical gap between Israel and her 
enemies was the promise of 
good, ready, steady intelli- 
gence.’' Mr. Halevy wrote. 

“Without this kind of infor- 
mation, the state would have to 
set up a standing atmy of a size 
that both the society and the 
economy could not sustain," he 
said. 

Mossad has historically 
operated independently. 

Israel’s justice ministry is 
now drafting a bill that would 
define the limits of its authority 
and require government 
approval of the organisation's 
objectives. Ha’aietz newspaper 
reported on Friday. 

It said the bill would set up a 
special ministerial committee 
to oversee the Mossad and sub- 
ject it to supervision by parlia- 
ment's subcommittee on secret 
services that oversees Israel’s 
domestic security arm. Shin 


Israeli emigration agency under fire 


TEL AVIV (AFPj — Israeli 
legislators called Friday for the 
dissolution of a once secret gov- 
ernment agency which helped 
spirit Jews out of the former 
Soviet Union after state auditors 
slummed the body for gross 
mismanagement 

A report released late 
Thursday by the state comptrol- 
ler, Miriam Ben Forat, charged 
that the agency, Nativ, was riven 
with “chaos and waste" and that 
its director, Yaacov Kedmi had 
“treated state property as if it 
were his own.” 

Yossi Katz, head of the pariia- 
meniary committee which over- 
sees financing for Nativ and 
Israel's other secret services, 
responded to the auditor’s report 
by railin g Friday for the closure 
of Nativ. 

“Given the chaos which 
reigns in Nativ it must be closed 
and Kedmi dismissed,” Ml 
K atz told AFP. 

Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu, currently on a 
European tour, decided' to 
appoint an inter-ministerial 


committee to examine the activ- 
ities, structure and missions of 
N£iv. officials said. 

Mr. Netanyahu discussed the 
comptroller's report Friday with 
Industry and Trade Minister 
Nathan Sharansky, head of (he 
Israel B'aliya Party which rep- 
resents recent immigrants from 
the former Soviet Union, they 
said 

Ml Sharansky, a former 
“refusenik” who spent years in 
Soviet prison camps before 
being released in exchange fora 
Russian spy and emigrating to 
Israel, has come out against 
closing down Nativ. 

Nativ, also known as the 
“Liaison Office," was created in 
1952 and worked secretly inside 
the Soviet Union to encourage 
Jewish emigration to Israel. 

During the 1980s when the 
Jewish agency was allowed to 
operate openly to facilitate emi- 
gration from Russia and the 
other Soviet republics. Nativ 
continued functioning alongside 
h. even after (he break-up of the 
Soviet Union in 1989. 


The comptroller's report said 
that once the non-government 
Jewish agency was able to work 
openly in the former Soviet 
Union, there was much duplica- 
tion with the operations of 
Nativ, which continued to spend 
millions of dollars a year with 
little dear accounting. 

Ms. Ben-Poral said Nativ also 
showed little success in its pri- 
mary task of encouraging 
Jewish emigration to Israel 
Sinoe 1989, nearly 800,000 
Jews emigrated to Israel from 
the fboroer Soviet Unm but the 
numbers have been falling 
steadily in recent years. 

‘'There should be an investi- 
gation into whether [Nativ] is 
capable of making a special 
contribution to achieving state 
goals” concerning emigration. 
Ms. Ben-Forat said 
Nativ has also been accused 
by immigrants from the ex- 
Soviet Union of having solicited 
funds from them and then lost 
their savings in questionable 
financial dealings- 






LONGEST BRIDGE READY IN APRIL; Akashi Kaikyo Bridge, the world's longest suspension bridge, is near com- 
pletion and due to open in western Japan in ApriL The bridge, linking Japan's western city of Kobe (far right) with 
Awaji Island (L) over Akashi Strait, is a three-span, two-hinged sti f fe nin g girder system suspension bridge, 3,910 
metres in length with a centre span of 1,990 metres (Reuters photo) 


Ankara accuses Bonn of Nazi-style policy 


LONDON (AFP) — Turkish 
Prune Minister Mesur Yilmaz 
on Friday accused Bonn of 
blocking Ankara's hopes of 
joining the European Union, 
comparing Germany's policy 
to the Nazis' “Lebensraum" 
doctrine. 

In an emotive interview with 
die Flnandal Times, Mr. 
Yilmaz claimed German 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl was 
pursuing in eastern Europe a 
policy of “Lebensraum,” 
Adolf Hitler's aggressive poli- 
cy of expansion in the 1930s 
to create “living space" for the 
German people. 

“The Germans continue the 
same strategy as before," the 
Turkish premier said “They 
believe in Lebensraum. That 
means the central and eastern 


Israeli minister 
seeks French 
backing for 
pullback from 
Lebanon 

PARIS (AFP) — Israel's 
Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai was expected to 
find little enthusiasm from 
France in talks Friday on a 
conditional Israeli withdraw- 
al from south Lebanon. 

Mr. Mordechai who was 
lunching with counterpart 
Alain Richard before talks 
with Foreign Minister 
Hubert Vedrine, will seek to 
enlist aid from France, which 
has close ties with Lebanon, 
in convincing Beirut to agree 
to the scheme. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu and 
other Israeli officials put out 
new feelers this week about 
the possibility of ending the 
increasingly costly occupa- 
tion of a buffer zone in south 
Lebanon. 

The Israelis offered to 
implement a 20-year-old 
U.N. resolution calling for 
the withdrawal of Israeli 
troops from Lebanon if the 
Beirut government pledged 
to ensure the security of the 
bonier area and prevent guer- 
rilla attacks on northern 
Israel 

Mr. Netanyahu specifically 
demanded that the Lebanese 
army disarm the Hizbollah 
militia, which has carried out 
most attacks on Israeli troops 
and an Israeli-allied 
Lebanese militia in south 
Lebanon. 

But in the’ absence of 
progress of the stalled 
Middle East peace process, 
tire proposal appears bound 
to meet resistance. 

“We cannot tell our 
Lebanese friends to accept 
an arrangement they don't 
want” Mr. Vedrine said last 
Sunday, adding that prob- 
lems affecting the Israelis, 
the Lebanese and tire Syrians 
“are interconnected.” 

But he added prudently 
that “If we can talk, listen, 
carry messages, discuss 
together, naturally we are 
available.” 

In statements Wednesday, 
Syria and Lebanon bluntly 
insisted that Israel must 
make an unconditional with- 
drawal from southern 
Lebanon in line with U.N. 
Security Council Resolution 
425, and that the- resolution 
was not negotiable. 


European countries are of 
strategic importance for 
Europe and for Germany as 
their backyard." 

‘Their final goal is to 
include these countries in 
NATO and the EU, and to 
divide Europe between 
Bulgaria and Tiirkey. Turkey 
should be a good neighbour 
for Europe, but should not be 
a member of the EU," he 
added. 

Mr. Yilmaz’ s outspoken 
attack reflects the depth of bit- 
terness in Ankar a at an EU 
decision in December to 
exclude Turkey from talks on 
joining an expanded union, 
citing concerns for human 
rights and Tuikisb-Greek 
rows. 

But his use of the word 


“Lebensraum," with all its 
associations, is seen likely to 
infuriate Bonn. 

In his interview, the Turkish 
premier rejected efforts by 
Britain, the current EU presi- 
dent, to try and persuade 
Tterkey to attend the March 12 
conference, grouping the 15 
EU member states as well as 
countries applying for mem- 
bership — 10 central and east- 
ern European states plus 
Cyprus. 

“If we attend the European 
conference, it would mean 
accepting the discrimination 
against us," Mr. Yilmaz said, 
caning on the EU to reverse 
the Luxembourg decision at 
the union's next s ummi t meet- 
ing in Cardiff in June. 

Ml Yflmaz also warned that 


the sidelining of Turkey bad 
“undermined" efforts to 
achieve a settlement on the 
ethnically divided island of 
Cypres, to allow both Greek 
and Turkish Cypriots to nego- 
tiate jointly for EU member- 

chip. 

“The EU has co m m i tted a 
very grave mistake," he said. 
Tt is impossible to bring the 
Turkish Cypriots to the mem- 
bership negotiations unless 
there is a major change in EU 
policy." 

And Ml Yilmaz repeated 
warnings that Turkey would 
take “appropriate measures" 
to prevent the deployment of 
Russian S-300 missiles, due to 
be delivered to the Greek- 
Cypriot authorities latser this 
year. 


U.S. prevents arms shipments to Iran 


WASHINGTON (R) — 

Federal investigators have 
arrested two men and halted 
attempts to transfer spare parts 
to Iran for U.S.-birilt F-14 
fighters and air-to-air missiles, 
the U.S. customs service said 
on Thursday. 

The service confirmed a 
New York Times report that 
Piarviz Lavl 65, of Huntington, 
Long Island, and Daniel 
Malloy of Oradell NJ., were 
arrested on Tuesday. 

The movement of such mili- 
tary hardware would violate a 
U.S. arms embargo against 
Iran that has been in place 
since the hostage crisis at the 
U.S. embassy in Tehran in 
1979. 

Lavl who owns Omega 
industries, an arms company 
on Long Island, was accused 
of trying to buy and ship 
engine blades to Iran for its 
ageing U.S.-built F-14 fighter 
jets. The Times said he was 
Iranian, but bod been living in 
the United States for years. 

Malloy was accused of seek- 
ing to sell Iran batteries for 
Phoenix air-to-air missiles car- 
ried by. the F-14s, sold to 
Tehran under the late shah of 
Iran. 

Federal agents and U.S. 
defence officials said Iran's 
military was desperately trying 
■to get parts to maintain its age- 
ing fleet of F- 14s. 


ILS. Senate to vote on Iran missi 


WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. Senate majority Trent Lott said on 
Thursday he will schedule a vote by April 3 on legislation to 
damp sanctions on foreign entities that help Iran develop or 
acquire ballistic missiles. The legislation has been cleared by the 
House of Representatives, and the Senate bill already has 80 co- 
sponsors, Mr. Lott said Russian Prime Minister Victor 
Chernomyrdin will be in Washington next week to discuss secu- 
rity issues with U.S. Vice President A1 Gore. Russia has been 
accused of helping Iran acquire ballistic missiles. Tn the contin- 
ued absence of tangible and verifiable progress in ceasing the 
cooperation of Russian entities with Iran’s determined drive to 
acquire ballistic missile technology, the Senate will consider the 
Iran missile proliferation sanctions act before the Easter recess," 
Mr. Lott said in a statement Ihat recess begins an April 4. 


Defence Department 
spokesman Ken Bacon said: 
“We are aware of efforts by 
Iran to purchase not only spare 
parts for existing weapons but 
also to expand its current arse- 
nal with more modem 
weapons.” 

He said it was a law enforce- 
ment matter, adding: 

“I think you can deduce from 
the report that we take these 
efforts seriously. We are work- 
ing hard as a government to 
enforce sanctions we have 
against Iran and we are wak- 
ing very hard to prevent [arms] 
proliferation in the Gulf by 
Iran.'' 

The customs service said 
Malloy, owner of International 
Helicopter Inc. of North vale, 
NJ-. was charged with 


attempting to obtain and serai 
nearly $200,000 worth of mis- 
sile batteries to Iran. 

“This arrest reflects ongoing 
efforts., to apprehend -individ- 
uals who seek to profit from 
the demand by such countries 
as Iran for military items which 
are manufactured in the United 
States but which cannot be 
legally exported to that coun- 
try" sard customs special 
agent, John Varrone, in New 
York. 

The Times reported that 
Malloy intended to ship the 
batteries via Singapore. 

Lavi's firm has offices in the 
Netherlands and be intended to 
ship the engine blades through 
Rotterdam and sell them to the 
banian military for $25,000, 
customs officials said. 


Hindu nationalists claim right 
to form government in India 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
India's Hindu nationalists 
claimed their right to cake 
power Friday after finishing at 
the head of the largest bloc in 
the country’s fragmented 545- 
seat parliament. 

The- rightwing Bharatiya 
Janata Pasty (BJP, Indian 
People’s Party) said the elec- 
tion result, giving the pony and 
its allies 249 seals, was a man- 
date to rule the world's largest 
democracy. 

“This is a mandate for the 
BJP to govern,” spokeswoman 
Sushma Swaraj told reporters. 

“The mandate has been 
given for foe policies of BJP 
and against the non-gover- 
nance of the [outgoing, multi- 
party] United Front coalition," 
whose minority government 
collapsed in November, she 
said. 

A statement released after 
the meeting of BJP leaders, 
including prime ministerial 


candidate Aral Behari 
Vajpayee, warned against pre- 
venting the party from bidding 
for power. 

“This mandate should be 

respected. No attempt should 
be made to negate this man- 
date,” it said. ‘The need of the 
hour is a responsible govern' 
mem as well as a responsible 
opposition. 

“We will strive to put the 
economy back on die rails and 
put an end to coafrontatiomsm 
in society and politics and 
enable India to stride into the 
21st century as a strong and 
prosperous notion. 

“Wfe are truly the number 
one party of today this time. 
Not only are we ahead of the 
Congress tally, we have also 
left behind the party that ruled 
India for 45 of its last 50 years 
in terms of popular support" 

The statement came as the 
Congress Party, the national- 
ists’ main rival and the second 


hugest group in parliament 
made last-ditch efforts to cob- 
ble together an alliance with 
the United Front to form a new 
government. 

The Congress and its allies 
have 166 seats and the United 
Front 95. 

The United Front was set to 
meet here Friday to decide if h 
should join hands with the 
Congress Party to prevent the 
dominant Hindu nationalists 
from taking office. 

But one front member is toy- 
ing with the idea of backing the 
BJP. 

The Congress popped up a 
minority United Front coali- 
tion government from June 
1996 until November 1997. 

The BJP formed its fir& gov- 
ernment in New Defln after the 
1996 hung elections. But it 
re s i gned wi thin a fortnight 
after faffing to win majority 
support in parliament. 


I 



Intelligence, beauty 
a ‘frightful’ combination 
— Zyuganov 

MOSCOW (R) — Russia's 
Communist Party chief, in a 
departure from effusive 
speeches marking 

International Women's Day. 
was quoted as saying nothing 
was "more frightful” than a 
woman who was both clever 
and pretty. Gennady 
Zyuganov told women jour- 
nalists in parliament he was 
particularly fond of clever 
and of pretty women. But 
there was “nettling more 
frightful” than a combination 
of the two. Zyuganov said he 
preferred women “who do 
not ask too many questions 
oral after offering advice, 
don't come back the next day 
to see whether it has been 
acted on. In general, women 
should not argue about criti- 
cal issues." 


Di Caprio, Campbell 
caught by surprise 

PARIS (AFP) — “Titanic" 
star Leonardo Di Caprio 
must have a thing about 
water. Reportedly, he’s been 
sharing it — and baring it — 
with supermodel Naomi 
Campbell Not content with 
plunging into the icy North 
Atlantic in the epic movie on 
the 1912 sinking of the liner, 
he returned to the admittedly 
warmer climes of the 
Caribbean last week. 
According to France’s Gala 
magazine, he and Campbell 
were surprised taking a 
naked dip in the pool of a 
Havana hotel after an 
evening of partying. 

Sicilian fishermen 
hook ancient Greek 
bronze deity 

MAZARA DEL VALLO 
(AFP) — Fishermen work- 
ing off the southern coast of 
Sicily landed a prize catch 
Wednesday when they 
hauled up from the depths an 
ancient Greek bronze statue. 
Archaeologists said the 1.7- 
metre statue, distinguished 
by its prominent genitalia 
and pointed ears, could be 
the ancient Greek god of the 
wind. Eole. It has no legs and 
only one arm, but here again 
the fishermen of the Captain 
Ciccio may be able to shed 
some. Last summer, they 
retrieved from the same spot 
a bronze leg, which is 
thought to belong to the stat- 
ue. 

Aussie cricketer 
in India calls for 
emergency food drop 

SYDNEY (R) — Australian 
leg spinner Shane Wame, 
desperate for some plain 
Australian food after two 
weeks on tour in India, has 
called for an .emergency 
shipment of tinned baked 
beans and spaghetti The 
Australian cricket board said 
Wame. who dislikes Indian 
food had asked for the 
canned food after losing sev- 
eral kilogrammes from his 
ample frame. “Baked beans 
and spaghetti — that's what 
he wants," a board 
spokesman told Reuters. 
Cases of cans would be air- 
lifted to Wame’s team ' in 
Madras from an Australian 
diplomatic mission in India 
before (he first test started on 
Friday, he said 

Five-card draw 
decides tied election 

ESTANCIA (R) — Two can- 
didates locked in a tie for 
mayor of this small central 
New Mexico town settled 
their contest with a flip of a 
coin and a game of five-card 
draw. Incumbent James 
Farrington and. Joanne 
Carlson each received 68 
votes in the Estancia mayoral 
race. According to the town's 
provision, they had to decide 
on a game of chance to break 
the tie. “I wanted five-card 
draw, she wanted to roll the 
dice," said Farrington, a 
sandwich, shop owner "So 
we flipped a coin to see what 

game would be played. She 
lost the flip, we played five- 
card draw and I won with ace 
high.” 


z' 5s. 









